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PREFACE. 



The following Sermons were prepared for 
the pulpit, without any ulterior view. The 
Author cannot quite satisfy his own mind on 
the prudence of listening to the solicitation 
for their publication, from several of his 
hearers; since, however much their judg- 
ment on other subjects may be respected 
by him, he is apprehensive, that, in this 
case, it may not be undisturbed by the in- 
fluence of friendly partiality. Several con- 
siderations, however, concurred with their 
importunity, in determining him to accede 
to their wishes. Few treatises have fallen 
into his hands, in which the moral law of 
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God is considered, apart from large and ex- 
pensive systems of general theology. Many 
of these appear not to bear, with distinctness 
of application, on some existing evils and 
duties, which seem to him to call for parti- 
cular notice; while others must be allowed 
not to enforce the law on principles suffi- 
ciently evangelical. 

Holding as all-important that fundamental 
tenet of his beloved church — ^that "Articulus 
stantis aut cadentis Ecclesise" — -the doctrine of 
'^Justification hy faith in Christ witfiout 

works r and aware of the ^rave charge so 
confidently brought against its strenuous 
advocates, of denying the necessity of good 
works, disparaging holiness, and setting the law 
of God aside, the Author ventures to appeal 
to the contents of this volume, not only whether 
the charge be well founded with respect to 
himself, but also whether the doctrines of 
justification by faith and of real holiness be not 
perfectly compatible with each other ; nay, 
whether they be not, each in its place, indis- 



TB.EFAC1L YU. 



pensably necessary for constituting and con^ 
pleting the christian character. — He is entirely 
convinced, that a clear and comprehensive 
understanding of the law of God is the proper 
preparation of mind for seeking justification 
solely through the Saviour's merits ; and also, 
that a true and justifying faith is, in its 
natural, not to say necessary effect, so far 
from making void, that it establishes the law, 
as the approved and revered rule of a holy life 
to every sincere believer. He, therefore, 
infers, that a faithful exposition of the law is 
among the most important and efficacious 
functions of that minister, who desires to 
bring his unconverted hearers in penitence and 
faith to Christ, and to edify them that believe 
in all holiness and godliness of living. 

Such was the two-fold object which the 
Author proposed to himself in the following 
Discourses. He is unaffectedly sensible of the 
imperfect manner in which he has realized his 
own wishes. But he is relieved by the con- 
sideration, that Paul would plants and ApoUos 
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water in vain, except the Lord should give the 
increase ; and that he condescends to employ 
and bless the feeblest efforts of the least of all 
his servants, in promoting his kingdom upon 
earth, that all the power may be confessed to 
be his own, and that all the ghry may be laid 
at his feet. 



York, July 3lst, 1826. 



SERMON I. 



THE USE OF THE LAW. 



1 Timothy i. 8. 
We knom that the law is good, if a man use it lawfuUy. 

JM[ AN in his primitive innocence was placed 
under a covenant of works. The condition of 
his happiness and safety required him to obey 
the will of God, which he was then able to do. 
The language of his Creator was : " do this and 
live; in the day that thou sinnest thou shalt 
die." By the fall of Adam, sin entered into the 
world and corrupted all his race ; and left us, 
for every transgression, subject to the condem- 
nation of the law, and the wrath of God. — To 
recover us from the power and punishment of 
sin, was the merciful object of the incarnation 
and death of the Son of God. And if, through 
the operation of the Spirit of God on our hearts, 
we have sincerely embraced the gospel, and are 
become Christians indeed, we are translated out 
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of our wretched condition into a state enriched 
with the most exalted privileges and blessings. 
Our understandings are enlightened and our 
hearts renewed, by the word and spirit of our 
God. Our sins^ are atoned for by the blood of 
Christ ; and by faith in him we are freely justi- 
fied and accounted righteous before God. We 
are separated from a perishing world, and 
adopted to be the sons of God and heirs of his 
glory. And because we are sons, the spirit of 
adoptiouj in his purifying and comforting influ- 
ences, is sent forth upon us. " We have not re- 
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear;" we 
are no longer under the law as a covenant of 
works, by which oyr title to heaven is to be 
determined, but under grace. Christ has ful- 
filled the law in our stead, and as the bond of a 
covenant, it has no demand upon us whatever. 
In the 7th chapter of the epistle to the Romans, 
the relation in which believers stand to the old 
covenant of works under the law, and the new 
covenant of grace under Christ, is illustrated 
by the relation in which a wife stands to a for- 
mer husband deceased, and a second husband 
living : " Ye are become dead to the law by 
the body of Christ, that ye should be married 
to another, even to him who is raised fi-om the 
dead, that ye should bring foi'th fruit unto God." 



- But then it will be objected, as It ever has 
been from the days of the Apostle, that to main- 
tain the exemption of • true believers from the 
covenant of works, and their justification by 
faith in Christ without works, is to set the law of 
God aside, to deny the necessity of holiness, and 
to open the door to licentiousness of life. Does 
St. Paul allow this conclusion . to be correct? 
** Do we," says he, " make void the law through 
faith ? Gk)d forbid ; yea, we establish the law." 

I have taken frequent occasion to -shew, that 
it is by faith in Jesus, and by virtue of a living 
spiritual union with him alone, that real holi- 
ness can be produced ; and, by hc^iness, I mean 
good works upon right principles, from right 
motives, and for a right end ; the willing con- 
formity of -both heart and life to the holy laws 
of God. Indeed the eharge, that they, who hold 
justification by faith, must be lax in moral con- 
duct, appears, in point of fact and experience, to 
be as inconsistent as it is unfounded. For it is 
most notorious, that t;hey who, according to tlie 
scriptures, rest their hopes of justification at tlie 
day of judgment on the merits of Christ alone, 
without regard to any work or merit iyf their 
own, are the very, and perhaps the only persons, 
who, at another breath, are charged by these 
very same complainants, with over strictness, 
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with pushing the duties of a Christian to ex- 
cess, and with separating themselves too scru* 
pulously from the customs and practices^ of 1h^ 
world. 

Is it then asked, as by St. Paul's otyeetor^ 
wherefore serveth the law ? What is its office 
and use under the gospel? To whom doesifc 
apply, and how ? I answer, in the words of my 
text ; that to every one, whatever be his cha^ 
racter and condition, whether a Christian in rea- 
Kty or only in name, " the law is good, if he use 
it lawfully.'* In proof of this, before I proc^d 
to a particular consideration of the moral law, 
in the order of the ten commandments, (wl\ich 
I propose to do in the evening of the 2nd. 
Sunday of each month,) some prefatory obser- 
vations seem necessary to be made respecting 
the law of God generally, to the following, 
arrangement of which my text leads us. I shall, 

I. Consider the institution, extent, and appli* 
cation of the law : 

II. How it is lawfully used : and 

III. The good ends which the lawful use oi 
it answers. — 

L We consider the institution, extent and 
application of the law. — When Gtod formed 
man upright in his own image, the moral law, 
which inculcates eternal, unchangeable truth, 
and perfect goodness, was written in his heart. 



By the fitU^ the fair imi^eof God's. pwHy waa 
defaced, aome femt lines of dbtinetion only ef 
fight and wrong being left upon the nafkmral 
conscience. When God; vtsm about to sq>asate 
to himiself the people of IstadU with a view ta 
]Nre8erve» and perpetuate in the eart^, the kirow- 
ledge of his character a^ will, he gave them 
the law hom Sinai, not now inseribed on theil" 
hewts as befcnre^ but engra^ven* oft two tables of 
stone; and aeeompanied with the institution of 
saerifioes as atonements for sin ; promising also,, 
in the fulness of the bles^ng of gospel times,, 
once more by his spirit to put the law in: the 
inward parts^ of Christ's redeemed, and write it 
in their hearts, when he should become their 
God, and they should become his people. Suchr 
was the institution of the lafw*^We proceed- ta 
its extent and application. 

The moral law of the ten commandments, is 
a complete summary of all human duty taGtod,» 
to each othar, and to themselves. Though, in 
its spirit and principle, it may all be compre- 
hended in this short maxim, " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God, with alt thy heart, and 
mind, and soul, and strength; and thy neighs 
hour as thyself;" in its extent and application 
irt is broad and comprehensive. We are not 
to limit the commandments to their literal 



meaning; otherwise, a great part of our thoughts, 
and words, and even of our actions, would be 
exempt from the notice and control of the law of 
God,— It has the whole word of God for its ex- 
positor, the regulation of the whole sphere of 
human principle and action for its object. There 
is no duty enforced, or sin condemned, in all 
the revealed will of God, which does not range 
itself under one or other of the commandments. 
^* The law is spirituals It does not merely re- 
gard the outward action ; which, though good 
in its effects, may spring from the worst of mo- 
tives, and while laudable in the eyes of men, 
may be sinful and odious in the sight of God. 
It goes down into the heart and motives, and 
tries every thought, intention and principle of 
the soul. And it is not till we are taught by 
the spirit of God to know oui'selves according 
to this spiritual and internal bearing of the law, 
that we are ever truly humbled before God un- 
der a proper sense of our corruption, sinfulness 
and desert. " I had not known sin, says St. 
Paul, except the law had said: Thou shalt 
not covet." — Each law, though single in the 
letter, must be interpreted as having, in spirit, 
a double aspect. Whenever it commands any 
thing as a duty, it thereby forbids the opposite 
as a sin; so likewise every sin condemned. 



implies an opposite duty. Thus, when it com- 
mands us to keep the Sabbath day holy, it 
thereby denounces the wrath of God on every 
kind of profanation of it : and when it forbids 
us to have any Gods but the one blessed 
Jehovah, it virtually commands us to have 
him for our Lord and our God — If it com- 
mands a duty, or condemns a sin of any kind^ 
it applies to, and commands or forbids all of 
that kind. When it commands us to have 
the Lord for our God, it in effect commands 
us to love, to fear, to trust in, to obey him ; 
and when it forbids stealing, it forbids all fraud 
and injustice whatever. — I will only add, under 
this head, that in forbidding the commission of 
any sin, it forbids our exposing ourselves to all 
unnecessary temptation to that sin ; and enjoins 
the use of all means calculated, under the bles- 
sing of God, to preserve us from evil, and keep 
us in the love and fear of God. — ;Such is God*s 
law of ten commandments in its institution, 
extent, and application. We proceed, then, 
. II. To consider, how it is lawfully used. 
1. We use it lawfully, when we receive and 
respect it in its full extent, and in every part 
of it. There is hardly any man, however wick- 
ed, who does not feel something like reverence 
for some parts of God's commands. A nian 
will cooly break and profane the sabbath, who 



dures «iot' curse and swear. The debauchee 
would fihndder at the thought of perpetrating 
tturder under the sixth; and the covetous miser, 
c^eofimnitting adultery under the seventh. But 
If ^ive could keep nine of the commandments 
^perfectly, in their full extent, and only sinned 
against God under one, we should he as really, 
though not so extensively, guilty before God, 
as if we broke them every one. Every wil- 
ful sin is an act of impious rebellion agdinst 
the will, authority and government of God ; and 
hence St. James afSrms, that " whoso keepeth 
the whole law, and yet offendeth against one 
point, fee is guilty of all." 

2. We use the law lawfiilly, when we bring 
every part of our character, the inward as well 
tts the outward man, to the test of its require- 
ments. We must remember that, whereas we 
are oWiged to guess at the heart and motive 
irom the action, God, in trying an action, 
looks at the heart from which the action springs. 
He knows whether what is done, proceeds from 
love to his character, and from respect to his will 
wnd glory. This only is true obedience: " What- 
ever ye do, in word or deed, do all to the glory 
of God, through Christ Jesus." An action, 
though apparently agreeable to the law of God, 
if it originate in some base, selfish, unholy 
motive, is in his sight an act of disobedience. 



a positive sin. The Pharisees did a thing 
which the law requires, when they worshipped 
God with their lips ; — ^but it was not obedience 
in them, it was hypocrisy ; for " their hearts 
were far from him.** Jehu did an action which 
the law required, when he rooted idolatry out 
of the land, inviting men to see his zeal for the 
Lord of Hosts ; but it soon appeared that his 
object was not the glory of God, but his own 
distinction and advancement. Neither was 
Amaziah's conduct better than splendid sin, 
** who did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord, but not with a perfect heart " 

8. We use the law lawfully, when we seri- 
ously believe, and fully admit, that it contains 
eternal and unalterable truth — that our holy 
God could not have given a law less holy, less 
extensive — that every being, in proportion as he 

9 

is holy and fit for heaven, loves the law — that 
every transgression of it must expose us to 
divine justice, as guilty offenders — that the 
penalty of every sin is death eternal, and that, 
till we seek mercy and forgiveness, in his ap- 
pointed way, for each sin of our lives the curse 
of the law and the wrath of God abide upon 
us. All this must be true in the very nature 
of things. All this God has declared to be 
true ; and, consequently, the man who indulges 

e 
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expectations to the contrary — ^who hopes that 
he may commit sin, without incurring the 
punishment, (which is as clearly revealed as 
the law) makes God a liar, and acts more in- 
sanely than the man, who, in this country, 
should commit forgery or murder, and flatter 
himself that he was not guilty of a capital 
crime, and liable to suffer for it. But if we 
receive the law of God in its full extent ; if, 
under the illuminating and convincing power 
of the humbly-sought Spirit o£ God, we try 
oitr whole selves by it, our actions, words, 
thoughts, tempers, appetites, passions, and mo- 
tives ; and ascertain how far we have, or have 
not, obeyed the law of God, from a principle of 
love to him and respect to his glory — ^under the 
solemn conviction, that the wages of every sin 
of omission or commission is death — is everlast- 
ing misery ; then, as we come 

III, and lastly, to shew, this lawful use of the 
law answers good ends, produces happy effects 
upon us, whatever our state and character may be. 

1. This lawful use of the law is good for the 
unconverted, whether a wicked or a self-righte- 
ous man. When, under a serious and spiritual 
understanding of the law, he not only surveys 
his actions, but enters with its light into the 
secret chambtTS of his heart, he discovers his 
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true character in ail its horrid deformities. He 
perceives that his heart has never felt tlie love 
of God, the principle of all true obedience; that 
it has been the seat of unbelief, selfishness and 
sin, the nest of impure desires and hellish tem- 
pers ; that his actions have been many of them 
wicked, and almost all done from wrong mo- 
tives; and that he has not lived for the glory 
of God, but provoked' him every day. The 
more he watches the workings of his heart, the 
more he discovers its deceitfulness and despe- 
rate wickedness. His best actions are now seen 
in their proper light, as needing the mercy, not 
claiming the reward of his holy God. Though 
alive once, when he knew little and felt less of 
the heart-searching law; now that the com- 
mandment is come to his conscience with light 
and power, sin has revived, and he is in his own 
eyes " dead," a condemned inexcusable sinner. 
And when he reads, " that the wages of «in is 
death ;" when hisnumberless transgressionsstand 
in terrific array before him, each exposing him 
to the sentence of the law, and calling down 
the vengeance of his insulted God upoa him, 
what soul can endure the charge and the 
agony? A spirit thus wounded who can bear? 
But whither is the sinner to flee? He per- 
ceives, after many efforts, that it is quite vain 
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to hope for deliverance, peace and salvation, by 
any thing that he can do. He cannot be saved 
by works under the law, except he keep it per- 
fectly. But if he could forget all his past sins, 
he finds that the lav/ is so pure and extensive, 
that he cannot keep it for a day. The more 
he tries, the more he is condemned. In this 
awful state, the gospel points his despairing eye 
to the cross: " Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sins of the world." He believes; 
he makes the trial; he finds in Jesus Christ the 
Saviour all he wants-^free pardon of all his sins, 
a spotless robe of perfect righteousness — 
peace of conscience, a sense of God's pardoning 
love, and a disposition to love, and a power to 
do what the law commands, but gives him no 
strength to perform. " Thus the law is our 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." It drives 
us from Sinai to Calvary. It pulls down every 
false foundation of hope, that we may build on 
Christ alone, the rock of ages. It wounds that 
Christ may heal; it humbles that Christ may 
lift us up ; it condemns that he may save. 

2. After the law has brought a penitent sin- 
ner to Christ for pardon, peaceand life, it is, 
if lawfully used, good and useful to him as a 
justijied believer. He is called to be holy ; 
and the practical part of the word of God, which 
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is a comment upon the law, shews him at large 
what is sinful and what is holy. It therefore 
becomes a light to his feet and a lamp to 
his paths. He professes to love his Saviour: 
Jesus Christ savs to him : " if thou lovest me 
keep my commandments." The law, then, 
though no longer the rule of God's judgments 
towards him, is the rule of his life towards 
God. To be conformed to the law is to be 
conformed to the image of God, and to be 
capable of heavenly happiness with him. That 
divine Spirit who gives him faith in Christ 
and peace by faith, gives him a holy taste 
and character; and he finds that his holiness 
and his happiness must grow together. As no 
man can, on right principles, serve God, but 
as a humble grateful believer in Jesus, so every 
Christian will and must obey God, in a propor- 
tion as he believes and loves. In every true 
believer is the promise of our God fulfilled, 
in a measure : " I will put my spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes ; 
and ye shall keep my judgments and do them," 
The law of God, therefore, is in his heart ; and 
while Christ is all his hope, holiness is the 
element he breathes, and longs to breathe more 
purely. 

Such being, my brethren, the excellency of 
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the law when lawfully used, it is only neces- 
sary, in this preparatory discourse, to offer you 
a few short practical directions, for a proper 
knowledge and use' of the law, 

1. Let me entreat you, my dear hearers, 
if you regard your immortal souk, diligently 
to read, hear, and meditate upon the word of 
God at large, which explains the law and 
will of God by precept, and illustrates them 
by example. There is in all ranks of society 
a deplorable neglect of seriously searching 
the scriptures ; and consequently, a deplorable 
ignorance of the things which belong to their 
duty and their peace* Hence also it is, that 
when the truths of God are plainly preached; 
when the law and the gospel are faithfully 
addressed to the conscience, they are resisted 
as the peculiar notions of the preacher, when 
they ought to be recognized and reverenced as 
the undeniable declarations of Gk)d. 

2- Let your hearing and study of the word 
of life be ever accompanied with earnest 
humble prayer to God, for the powerful aid of 
his grace, to give you a spiritual taste and judg- 
ment, to dispel your ignorance, to guide you 
into all truth, and to fasten it with power on 
your hearts. 

S. In considering the several parts of the 



law of God, your object should be to compre- 
hend its full bearing, extent and meaning. 
In order ta succeed, you cannot take a better 
model than our Saviour's view and explana- 
tion of a part of the law, in his sermon on the 
mount. Let the most correct and moral cha- 
racter, for instance, that ever lived, honestly 
examine himself by our Lord's explanation 
of the sixth, seventh, and ninth command- 
ments, in the 5th of St. Matthew, and if he 
be not given up of God to spiritual blindness 
and gross self-delusion, he will discover him- 
self to be as really^ I do not say as heinously, 
guilty under each of them, as if he had actu- 
ally committed murder, adultery, and peijury. 
And this specimen of interpretation will assist 
you in trying yourselves under the other com- 
mandments, and in leading you to a just view 
of your character and state as you are known to 
God. Thus will " every mouth be stopped and 
all will plead guilty before God." This, through 
the Divine blessing, will be the certain result, 
if you make the application of what you learn, 
faithfully to your own case. We are too apt 
to hear for others, not for ourselves. David 
was roused with indignation at the cruel wick- 
edness of the rich man, mentioned to him by 
Nathan ; but saw not that himself was meant, 
till the prophet thundered in his astonished 



ear : " tliou art the man." Knowing that in 
many thmgs we offend, and in every thing fall 
short, we should have a constant eye on our- 
selves, expecting conviction, in every page, of 
sin and defect. And, lastly, whenever a con- 
viction of sin or defect is fastened on your 
conscience, by any part of God's word, always 
endeavour to class it under that particular 
commandment of the ten, to which it belongs. 
Thus will you feel, that you have broken the 
law of God itself, and come under its awful 
condemnation. Thus will you, as a guilty 
sinner, perceive your need of ^the blood of 
Christ to wash your guilt away, and of the 
spirit of God to enable you " to go and sin no 
more." When you find that, by want of love to 
God, you have broken the first commandment ; 
by a careless wandering heart in his worship, 
the fourth; and by an idle word the third, 
and so of the rest ; you will no longer think 
yourself responsible for light or few sins. You 
will feel, that your only refuge from the wrath to 
come is the cross of Jesus ; and as the com- . 
mandments are read before you in the church 
service, you will with equal earnestness pray 
after each : " Lord have mercy upon me for 
my past sins," and " incline mine heart, for the 
future, to keep this law." 



SERMON II 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. S. 
Thou shaU have no other gods before me, 

CrN a former occasion, I laid down some 
general Rules for obtaining a correct view of 
the spirituality and extent of the law of God. 
It appeared, that all things commanded and 
forbidden, throughout the whole Bible, arrange 
themselves under some one of the ten com- 
mandments given from Mount Sinai, as the 
perfect, unalterable will and law of God, for 
tiian to observe. I now proceed to a methodi- 
cal explanation, with the word of God for a 
comment and illustration of them. I have 
only again to entreat you to bear in mind, 
that they are to be received by us in their full 
and extensive sense as containing all the 
branches of inward and outward holiness, and 
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eandemning every description of sin, specified 
in the scriptures at large. My desire and 
prayer to God for you is, that by the mighty 
power of his Spirit, every unconverted person 
Biay be deeply convinced, that he has not kept 
any one of the ten commandments, nor can 
keep them perfectly ; in order that he may 
humbly look to Jesus Christ for a better right- 
eousness than his own ; and that every justified 
believer in Jesus, may see more of the extent 
and beauty of the law, and make it, more than 
ever, the regulator of hiii heart and the guide 
of his paths. 

The law given to Moses was written, on 
tw^o tables of stone. One tablet contained 
the four first commandments ; the other, the 
nx last. The four first, comprehending our 
duty to God, justly claim the precedence; 
the other six establish our various duties 
to our fellow creatures and to ourselves. Of 
the four, which relate to our duty to God, 
the first in order is the first in importance. 
Our Liord denominates the purport and sub- 
stance of it, ** the first and great command- 
ment.*' It determines the views we should 
entertain of our holy and adorable God, the 
dispositions we should feel towards him, and 
the homage we should pay him. Such is its 
vital energy and influence, that it prepares 
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the heart, where • it is inscribed and felt, for 
obeying all the rest. But if the heart be 
wrong here, no one of the other nine can be 
observed in a mann^ acceptable to God. — It is 
a rule never to be forgotten in interpreting the 
law of Grod, that when a duty is commanded 
or a 4sin forbidden^ the opposite sin is forbid- 
den or duty commanded. In explaining the 
first commandment, I shall 

I. Endeavour to shew the duty it enjoins^ 

II. What sins it condemns. 

I. The duty implied is, that we know, 
and with a suitable frame of mind receive 
and acknowledge the great and blessed 
Jehovah in the characters, attributes and 
works, in which he has revealed himseif to us. 
Before we can receive and acknowledge him 
aright, it is necessary that we should know and 
believe in him aright They that would come 
to God must know and believe that he is, 
what he is: without such knowledge and 
belief, it is impossible to please him. If ^* the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation is given us in 
the right knowledge of the true God" we cor- 
dially believe in him according to his word, as 
the one only, eternal, infinite, wise, holy, mer- 
ciful Almighty God, in three persons, our Crea- 
tor, Redeemer, and Sanctifier ; a God who hates 
iniquity, who will punish in eternal torments 



so 

aO who lire and die in a state of anful re- 
bellion against him; bat who paidcms, loves^ 
and win etemaUy glonfy with himself, all who 
being renewed to repentance by his Hdlj Spirit^ 
return to him by £uth in Jesus Christ the 
mediator* If we have taken him for our GoA 
in -sincerity of heart, we recognize him in his 
sovereign authority, governing, directing, over- 
ruling all things by his unerring providence ; 
we hold all our blessings of him ; we refer 
all our talents and powa« to him, and feel 
tliat we are bound by the strongest ties of 
duty, gratitude, and interest, to fear him, to 
love him, to worship him, to put our whole 
trust in him, and to serve him truly -all the 
days of our lives. Jesus Christ is become our 
righteousness and our hope ; the Holy Spirit, 
our sanctifier, and comforter ; the Father, our 
reconciled God ; whose favor we value, whose 
holy character we revere, whose perfect laws 
we respect, and whose glory we live to promote. 
If such is the spirit and character of the first 
commandment, it follows, that there are two 
kinds of sins by which it may be broken — either 
when we have and acknowledge no God; or 
when we have other gods besides or before the 
great and only God ; either when we are guilty 
of atheism or of idolatrj^. An Atheist, strictly 
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speaking, is one who denies that there is a Gkwl; 
or which is the same, in effect, who feels, wills, 
and JEicfcs, as if there was no God to. whom he is 
accountable. Professed atheists have been very 
few; for indeed, surrounded as we are with 
objects which testify the wisdom, power and 
goodness of their Author, he must be a fool 
that says in his heart : " there is no God." But 
practical atheism abounds. When our blessed 
Lord expounded the force and meaning of this 
commandment, he repeated from tlie Old Tes- 
tament its true and spiritual import : " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy 
heart, with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength." This is properly to 
nave the Lord for our God. God claims our 
hearts; he is worthy of the supreme affections 
of our souls. If we do not love him above all 
things, trust in him, and hold communion with 
him, as " the God of all grace and consolation;" 
if we do not rest in him as our satisfying por* 
tion, and adore him as the glorious perfection 
of all excellence ; if we do not sanctify him in 
our hearts, and walk before him in filial love, 
reverence, trust and obedience, he is not our 
God at all ; to use the Apostle's expression, we 
are " without God," or, as it may be rendered, 
we are " atheists in the world." Not to have 
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low, sensuah downward bent of our fallen 
hearts, we p-efer other things to God ; " we 
love the creature more than the Creator, who 
is blessed for evermore." — But we have seen, 
that to have God for our God, is to love him. 
Whatever we love and trust in most, to make 
us happy, is our God. Whatever, then, we 
love nKNre than God, becomes to us a false God, 
" another God f and 

II. We are guilty of the second sin forbidden. 
Idolatry. It is not the Persian alone, who adores 
the sun, or the Indian who falls down to the 
monstrous, obscene Idol at Juggernaut, that is 
an Idolater. — The word of God declares, that he 
who pampers his appetites, " makes a God of his 
belly ;" and that " the covetous man," who loves his 
money more than God, and feels more desirous 
to make a fortune than to save his soul, " is an 
Idolater." The sin of idolatry, then, against 
this commandment, is very extensive indeed ; 
and every man living, whose heart is not con- 
verted to God by faith in Jesus Christ, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, is an idolater in 
the whole range of his affections and principles. 
Since we should love God with undivided af- 
fection, — since to seek his glory should be the 
supreme object and business of our life ; and 
since our trust should be placed in him alone 
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ais our only and all-sujSicient helper ; whatever 
else rivals him in our affections and pursuits^ 
or is made the foundation of our confidence, 
becomes an idol to us. To particularize a little : 
we are guilty of idolatry, when we ascribe 
what occurs to us to chance, to fortune, or to 
second causes, and do not trace it up to the 
God of providence, without whose permission 
not a sparrow falls to the ground ; when w^e 
trust to our own wisdom and reason, instead of 
studying his word in fervency of prayer, and 
of receiving it in simplicity of j^faith ; when we 
rely on our own goodness, instead of trusting 
in the Lord Jesus Christ for righteousness and 
strength; when "loving the praises of men 
more than the praise of God," we are kept 
back by the fear of man and regard for our 
worldly interest or reputation, from boldly 
confessing and faithfully serving the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — in all these cases we are idolaters in 
the judgment of God. — When this world en- 
gages our earnest thoughts, anxious cares, and 
eager pursuits, while the glory of God, and the 
state and prospect of our souls, interest us little 
or nothing; — when we seek our chief comforts 
and pleasures, not from God, but from the 
world ; whether those pleasures are allowed to 
be corrupting, or pleaded for as innocent, it is 
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plain that we make the world our God ; we 
love it as our portion ; we give it our hearts. 
And not to multiply instances farther, when; 
our business and calliirgs, and lawful comforts, 
and our amusements and studies, however ra- 
tional and intellectual and refined; occupy that 
time and attention which should be devoted to- 
the service of God and man, and to the pre- 
paration of our souls for heaven ; when they 
hold that seat in our hearts, where God onljr 
should be enthroned ; they are idols, and we 
are idolaters. 

My brethren, I am anxious that this fundk* 
mental commandment of God's law should be 
distinctly understood, and have its just weight 
in your minds. Ft is this law, which, if the spi- 
rit of the luord impress it on the conscience, is 
calculated to convince and humble every un- 
converted heart. — Many may plead not guilty 
of some sins committed against other command- 
ments, but here none can escape. It is the 
duty, the dignity of man, to love the Lord his 
God, Father, Saviour and Sanctifier, with all 
his heart ; now who amongst you, (the renewed, 
justified believer excepted) will presume to 
affirm that he so* loves God? What proof of 
such love can you produce ? or is not all proof 
against you. God is scarcely in your thoughts. 



You carry not with you, into your business and 
your pleasures, a sense of his presence, a reve- 
rential fear of ofiending him, a grateful desire 
to please and glorify him. You feel it not a 
privilege and a pleasure to approadi bis throne 
of graca Prayer, ^especially .secret prayer, is 
much neglected; or if attempted, it is perform- 
ed rather .as a duty than a privilege — rather to 
discharge a debt, than to draw down ..a -blessings 
*God does not appear to you glorious, because 
he i« holy and just and hateth iniquity^ Your 
hearts feel not the wonders of Ms lave in the 
.gift of his blessed Son, to save your souls bUvc. 
Your chief delights and expectations are from 
this world ; your heart and treasure are not in 
lieaven, because God is there. Some pleasing 
.prospects in life have given yon more Interest, 
than you everderived from the hope of secur- 
ing the friendship of God and the kingdom of 
heaven. — Gk)d perceives the idols that occupy 
your hearts. He knows that you fear worldly 
loss and shame more than his displeasure and 
his wrath ; and that you prefer the vanities of 
this life, the plea^sures of sin, and the good opi- 
nion of the world, to the favor and grace of 
God, to the comforts of reli^on and to the 
hope of glory. Brethren can you deny, that I 
Jiave described your case, (I except here the 
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heavenly minded follower of Jesus, but none 
else.) Then let conscience speak : ,does it say, 
that you have kept this law ? Or is not its ver- 
dict this : you have not loved the Lord your 
God with all your heart. 

Submit my brethren to the charge. Let this 
law be your "schoolmaster to bring you to 
Christ." Oh, be thankful that there is a virtue 
in his blood to atone for all your past impiety 
and ingratitude to God. In the language of 
your church, cry to him to have mercy upon 
you for all your practical atheism and idolatry ; 
and implore his Holy Spirit, by "directing 
your hearts into the love of God," to incline 
you to keep this law. 

Let me now turn to that class of my hearers, 
who have been convinced of their sinfulness 
under this law, -and who have happily found re- 
fuge from its condemning power in the arms of 
a redeeming Saviour. 

My brethren, this commandment requires 
and implies the residence of a principle within 
us, which fornis the soul to a cheerful and devo- 
ted obedience to God; a principle which gives 
to the highest archangel his disposition and his 
power to delight in the praise and service of Je- 
hovah. It is important that you should be 
aware of the best means of preserving this 
principle in vigorous exercise. 
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Happily in your own views and experience, 
if properly applied, you have every thing ne- 
cessary for producing such an effect. The great 
source and support of genuine, efficacious love 
to God within us, must ever be a lively appre- 
henidon both of his excellencies, and also of his 
love to us in Christ. — They who cannot contem- 
plate and approach him as a reconciled God in 
Christ, cannot love him. As a God of wisdom, 
power. and holiness, he may be revered, as (l 
God of justice he may be dreaded ; but it is 
only as a Father of love and mercy in Christ, 
that he can be loved. When he is seen power- 
fully, by the appropriating eye of faith, in the 
wonders of Christ's incarnation and redemp- 
tion; — in his preventing, renewing and preserv- 
ing grace ; — in his pardoning mercy ; — in the pro- 
mises of his word, and the kindness of his pro- 
vidence ; the adoring believer cannot but love, 
A soul redeemed from hell by the blood of 
Christ; called and converted by free grace; 
blest with daily admission to God on his mercy 
seat ; strengthened, kept and comforted through 
his mortal pilgrimage, and animated with the 
promise of eternal glory, cannot but love. And 
if we love God, we fihall love his perfections, 
his commandments, his service, his worship and 
his people ; we shall give him our hearts, and 
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talce him for our portion, in time and in eter- 
nity. Other lords, that have had dominion 
over us, shall usurp our affections no more. We 
«hall watch against all encroachments from 
worldly idols ; and to the glory of our God and 
Saviour will he cheerfully devoted our facalties 
and services of body and mind. Think then 
much and frequently of the love of God in 
Christ. Keep the eye of your mind ever fixed 
upon it ; and under the influence of this vievir^ 
through his grace, you will be enabled to shew 
that you have no other gods but him, that he 
is the Gk)d you love and serve, and hope to en- 
joy in everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ 
your Lord. 



SERMON III. 



THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 4—7* 



Thou shaU not make unto thee any graven image, or any like* 
ness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I 
the Lord thy God am a Jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children, unto the third and fottrth 
generation of them that hate me ; and shewing merey unto 
thousands of them that hve me, and keep my commandments. 

M. HE First Commandment shews who is the 
proper object of worship; the second/ Ao to he 
is to be worshipped. The first forbids our hav- 
ing any false God ; this forbids all false worship, 
either of the true or any imaginary God. The 
first declares, that except a supreme love for 
God possess the heart, all forms and acts of 
worship are vain ; this instructs us how that 
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love, implanted in the heart by the spirit of 
God, must display itself in our religious ap- 
proaches to him. We will, 

I. Consider the sins condemned, and conse- 
quently the duties enjoined by this conunand- 
ment: 

II. The sanctions under which this law is 
^ven. 

I. We may break this Commandment, with 
respect either to the matter or manner of 
worship. 

The matter of worship is clearly determined 
in the Scriptures, non-essential and drcum- 
stantial things excepted, respecting which dif. 
ferent opinions and practices have prevailed in 
different ages, countries and denominations of 
Christians. But in the essential constituents of 
divine worship itself, God has positively de- 
cided, and we must implicitly obey. We must 
not omit in his service any thing which he has 
commanded, nor introduce any thing which he 
has forbidden. There must, then, be no image 
of the Lord our Gk>d. As he is a spirit, no 
bodily figure can represent him^ whom no man 
hath seen, or can see, with the eye of sense* 
Any image of Jehovah is an abomination to 
him. To such degrading conceptions of his 
essence as assigned to him shape and bodily 
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gross systems of idolatry which have disgraced 
the understanding's, and corrupted the hearts of 
the heathen world. Nor must we make any 
religious use of the image of any being, either 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, or of angels, or saints 
now in heaven above, or of any creature here 
on the earth helow^ tyr in the waters in the sea 
beneath the earth. It might ueem a reflection 
on the reason and common sense of mankind, 
to suppose some of these injunctions to be 
necessary. But our all-seeing God well knew 
that there would scarcely be an animal, how- 
ever insignifieant or loathsome, which would 
not become the object of adoration to some or 
other of the benighted heathen. But is not 
the christian world innocent of all offences 
against this Commandment? Far otherwise. 
Images are employed in christian worship, in 
sinful defiance of this express prohibition. If 
we make and use an image, for religious pur- 
poses, of our blessed Redeemer, we greatly 
err. A statue or painting of Jesus Christ 
crowned with thorns, hanging on the cross. Or 
ascending to his glory, may be very affecting, 
and even instructive, as, through the medium 
of our senses, it may convey to our minds a 
more vivid impression of those interesting 
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scenes. But no image of Christ's human body, 
(which is all that can be given by the artist), 
can convey to us any adequate idea of Him, 
as the mighty God, the everlasting Son of the 
Father; it cannot, therefore, assist, but must 
depress and corrupt our conceptions of Him, 
" who is the image of the invisible God, in whom 
dwelleth all the fulness of the godhead bodily.** 
Of him we must conceive as now in his glory, 
the " King of kings, and Lord of lords ; " in- 
habiting a spiritual and glorious body ; and 
therefore incapable of being represented to us by 
any similitude^ either as God or man. — Images 
of Angels^ and Saints are not to be used in 
divine worship at all — for this plain reason, that 
neither angels nor departed men can avail us 
in our approaches to God.— God may employ 
angels or departed saints as ministering spirits 
to individuals ; but to ask them to assist us, in 
our applications to the throne of grace, is 
equally sinful and absurd. It is sinful, for there 
is but one, and he an all-sufficient ** Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Christ Jesus :" 
" No man Cometh to the Father but by him,*" and 
. " whosoever cometh unto God by him shall in 
no wise be cast out." — To ask the Virgin Mary 
or St. Peter to intercede with him, is to ascribe 
to them more love and pity for us, than to him, 
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whose " love for us was stronger than death.*" — It 
is also most absurd ; for how can Mary or Peter 
know the hearts and deshres and prayers of mil- 
lions of human beings, who might be invoking 
them at the same moment, — Any act of worship 
paid before any image, and addressed to any 
creature, is rank and abominable idolatry, if 
this commandment has any meaning. And 
yet. Oh, the blindness and depravity of man ! 
for fourteen hundred years, in the church of 
Rome, veneration has been paid to images, 
and to the persons whom they represent ; and 
Mary has been more invoked and trusted in 
as Mediator, than the Son of God himself. — 
Was ever delusion like this ! The second com. 
mandment stood obstinately in the way of such 
a practice. No ingenuity could explain it 
away. The only expedient left, was to expel 
the second of God's commandments out of the 
decalogue, and to divide the tenth into two, 
to make up the number ! 

This commandment equally forbids our cor- 
rupting the worship of God by any unscrip- 
tural doctrine or practice. That must, there- 
fore, be pronounced a corrupt church, which, 
*' teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men, and thereby making the word of 
God of no effect," places its traditions, which 
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it can trace to no satisfactory source, not 
by the side, but over the head of divine revela- 
tion ; which not only invokes saints in prayer, 
but asks for mercy through their merits; which 
makes a merit of fasts, penances and pilgrim- 
ages, putting them in the place of the atone- 
ment and righteousness of Christ ; which sellis 
^ for a sum of money, a plenary indulgence, — a 
full pardon of all sins past, present and future ; 
and whose priests, if sufficiently pai^, will un- 
dertake to unlock the gates of their imaginary 
purgatory, by praying out your soul, or that of 
your friend, before the time. My brethren, who, 
that knows his bible, can hesitate for a mo- 
ment, whether this is the church which bears 
inscribed on its forehead : "Mystery, Babylon 
the great,, the mother of aboilciinations in the 
earth." And what protestant, reflecting on 
such corruptions, does not adore the providence 
of God, for the blessed light and liberty of the 
reformation, which we enjoy. 

But is there no way in which we favoured 
protestants are in danger of breaking this com- 
mandment ? In order to worship God aright, 
we must have ccnrect views of his perfections 
and character. There may be spiritual as well 
as material idolatry — ideal as well as graven 
images of Gk)d. If we flatter ourselves that 
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God will not, as he has threatened, " turn the 
wicked into hell, and all the people that forget 
him;" if we hope that he will be merciful 
to our sins, though we continue in them^ 
trample on the atoning blood of Christ, and 
do despite unto the Spirit of Grace, ours is 
not the gospel of the bible; we believe in a 
Mse god, a god without holiness and justice, 
a good natured idol of mere mercy. On the 
other hand, when, by his convincing Spirit, 
we are humbled and bowed down with a load 
of sin and guilt, and anxious for the pardon 
and salvation of our souls, if in defiance of the 
proof of his love, which Christ displays on the 
cross, and in disbelief of all his promises and as- 
surances, we discredit his- readiness, nay his 
anxiety to receive and save us, we believe not 
in the Lord Jehovah, " whose mercy endureth 
for ever," but in a Baal or a Moloch. 

In various other points, the honour of God 
suffers, and this law is tooken, with respect to 
the matter of the wOTship required. When 
the ministers of God's sanctuary withhold, 
garble and corrupt the gospel of Christ — ^when 
we wrest tlie scriptures from their plain, ob- 
vious meaning, — when we omit or forbid what 
God has appointed and commanded in his wor- 
ship, as wijll as when we insert what the Scrip- 
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tures do not authorize, we transgress this law* 
Here again the Church of Rome egregiously 
errs, which does not, in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, administer to the people the wine 
as well as the bread; which allows them not the 
free use of the Holy Scriptures, and which per- 
forms its public liturgy in an unknown tongue. 
Lastly, under this head, we break this law, when 
we neglect any established and important part 
of God's worship, such as hearing, reading and 
digesting the word ; the Lord's supper; family 
and secret prayer, and the instruction of our 
household. 

II. But this commandment may be violated, 
not only with respect to the matter of worship^ 
but also by the manner in which it \% 'performed. 
This law denounces its condemnation on all 
superstition, hypocrisy and cold formality ; re- 
quiring, that God, who is an heart-searching 
spirit, be " worshipped in spirit and in truth/' 
Let that man, then, dread the sentence of this 
law, who, even in the most solemn acts of 
public worship in which he is expected to take 
a part, declares, by the silence of his lips, the 
vacancy of his countenance, and his wandering 
eye, that he has no sense of the weighty con- 
cerns of his soul upon his heart ; no business to 
transact with God ; no blessing to ask, no praise 
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to offer. Nor let him judge better of his state, 
who honors God with his lips, while his mind 
is unengaged, and " his heart far from him." Nor 
he who presents himself before God in a spirit 
of self-approving complacency, as if he did 
God service by coming, and might make a 
merit of his attendance. Brethren, the im- 
portance of this part of our subject requires 
me to go into it still more particularly, espe- 
cially as it respects the use and abuse of prayer, 
hearing, and the sacraments. — We may sin 
against this commandment in many ways, by 
the abuise of prayer. When prayers uttered 
by our lips issue not from the heart — when we 
neglect proper opportunities and seasons for 
prayer — ^when we allow ourselves in things 
which unfit us for prayer — when we are only, 
or chiefly anxious for temporal blessings in our 
supplications — when we do not approach God 
as unworthy sinners, trusting only in the merits 
and mediation of Jesus Christ — when we 
make confessions of sin and of sorrow for sin, 
which we do not feel ; implore, in the fervent 
language of our church, the mercy and forgive- 
ness which we scarcely desire ; — ask for the Holy 
Spirit to deliver us from sins, which we do not 
yet intend to forsake ; and when we express 
resolutions of leading a new and godly life, 
which we do not mean to fulfil. 
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Equally numerous and sinful may be the 
abuses of hearing. When we enter the house 
of God with minds full of worldly thoughts, 
and without previous prayer for the hearing 
ear, and the humble, serious, teachable, under- 
standing heart ; when we bring with us a pre- 
judice against the minister, or the doctrines of 
truth, which the Lord has commanded him, at 
his peril, to deliver ; when, while the most 
momentous subjects, which involve the eternal 
interests of our souls, are sounding in our ears, 
we sit with less attention, interest and feeling, 
than we should manifest at the recital of a 
fiction, or the performance of a play ; — when 
we take no pains to understand the preacher ;— 
when we try his doctrines by human opinions, 
and not by the word of God ; — when we hear 
only to make comparisons, to criticise and to 
censure; — wh«i we do not look up for the 
Spirit of Gk)d, to write what we have heard 
upon our hearts ; — but plunging into worldly 
conversation as soon as we are released, dismiss 
the sermon from our thoughts, and never try to 
recal it, in all these cases, we sinfully* abuse the 
duty of hearing. •• Those by the way side, are 
they that hear, — then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word out of their hearts." 
Why, and with what effect ? " Lest they 
should believe and be saved." 



4i 

Lastly, we may sin against this law, by the 
abuse of the two sacraments. We abuse the 
sacrament of Baptism, when, as parents, or as 
sponsors in their place, we present our infant 
children at the font, without a serious recollec- 
tion of the nature and object of that sacrament, 
and do not earnestly pray for the thing signified 
by it, namely, the inward and spiritual grace, 
to work in the child, •* a death unto sin, and ^ 
new birth unto righteousness ;" also when we do 
not instruct our children, on their arriving at 
the age of understanding and thought, in the 
nature of the vow and promise made in their 
name, and in the privileges to which they were 
thereby introduced. — ^And we abuse it in our 
own case, when, according to the vow and 
covenant made at our own baptism, and 
solemnly ratified and taken on ourselves at con- 
firmation, we do not renounce the vanities of 
the world, and the sins of the flesh, nor believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ for mercy with God^ 
nor keep his commandments, by faithfully 
endeavouring to walk in them all the days of 
our lives. And we abuse the other sacrament, 
not oidy when we habitually neglect it, as a 
large majority of my parishioners uniformly do, 
but also when we eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup, with a careless and impenitent 
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fieart ; a heart given up^ and intended still to 
be given up, to the maxims, customs, sins and 
pleasures of the world— destitute of humility 
and contrition for sin, of a thankful sense " of 
the sacrifice of the death of Christ," and of 
spiritual desires to be " strengthened and re- 
freshed in our souls by his body and blood." — 
^Ve abuse it, when we approach the Lord's table 
ill a proud,, self-righteous spirit^ as if we came to 
do our duty, and to place God under obligations 
to shew us favor ; not as poor sinners, to testify 
our gratitude to Christ for his dying love, and 
again to devote ourselves to him» in our bodies 
and spirits, which are his. — I need not pursue the 
explanation farther. Enough is surely produced 
to shew, that this commandment is exceedingly- 
broad. Who does not feel that he is deeply 
guilty ; and that if God should deal with him 
according to his sins against this law only, he 
could never see the kingdom of heaven ? Who, 
then, is there amongst us, that ought not ear- 
nestly to pray : Lord, for Christ*s sake, have 
mercy upon me ? — My brethren, the subject is 
a serious one. Slightly as multitudes among us 
look on sins of irreligion ; of neglect of the 
worship of God, or abuses in tlie performance 
of it. Almighty God has seen fit to enforce 
this commaiidment with two powerful sane* 
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tians, addressed at once to our fears and hopes. 
He gives this reason for introducing them : 
^ For I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God.^' 
Idolatry is a kind of spiritual adultery ; and so 
is all false and formal worship, ivhere the heart 
holds HGt hcdy IfiterGOurse with God. 

In the hearts of false worshippers ^lere is an 
lenmity to God?s eharaeter, and to real holiness.; 
a withholding of the affections from him. In 
ftuch cases, God is Jealous for his glory^ and 
provoked by the deceit and depravity of such 
hypocritical pretenders, just ^ a jealous hus- 
band is enraged by the unfaithfuhiese ^ his 
wife. 

The threat denounced should make -every 
false WOTshipper tremble ftw- himself and his 
xsiSspnngz " I visit the ans of the fathers upon 
the childr^i, unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me, and «hew mercy 
uiato thousands in them that love me, and keeip 
my commandments.'' There is nothing un- 
worthy of a just and holy God, in tims ^r- 
petuating <m children the effects of the «infl 
and ungodliness of the parent We flee, every 
day, under the established laws of providence, 
the son suffering through the intemperance, 
extravagance, and misconduct of the parent. 
A careless, ungodly father, will usually train 
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up his son to tread in his steps ; and thus the 
son makes his father's sins his own, and justifies 
the wrath of God upon himself But while 
God thus manifests his displeasure at those that 
hate Him and his holy service, much more does 
he rejoice to hless the objects of his favor, who 
embrace the mercy of the gospel, love God and 
his worship, and walk in his ways. For he 
" shews mercy," not unto the third and fourth 
generation only, but " unto thousands, in them 
that love him and keep his commandments." 

This commandment suggests much matter 
for profitable reflection. 

1 . What a humbling view of human weak- 
ness, folly and wickedness, is presented in the 
imiversal tendency of mankind to idolatry. In 
evcpy age, among all nations ; the most refined, 
and the most simple ; in imperial Rome and in 
savage Otaheite, have the love, trust and 
honor, due to the Creator and Lord of all, been 
prostituted at the feet of idols. Man has pros- 
trated himself before the sun and moon, the 
beast and the reptile, the stick and the 
stone, and said " Deliver me, for thou art my 
God." Nay, even God's own ancient people 
made a calf in Horeb ; even in christian 
churches, men make images, and bow down to 
themi and worship before them. Who can 
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think of this and not confess, that man is 
utterly depraved, and that the patience and 
long suffering of God are infinite ! 

2. How thankful should w€ be to God, that 
we are born in a land of pure, reformed 
Christianity. We might have been, tliis even- 
ing, prostrate before the monstrous image of a 
Hindoo god, or listening to the licentious 
blasphemies of the Koran ; or, with the mis- 
guided members of the Church of Rome, we 
might have been seeking the forgiveness of our 
sins, and access to God, by bowing at the 
image, and entreating the good offices of the 
Virgin Mary ; by fasting, penances and paternos- 
ters, ignorant that salvation comes to us through 
the " sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ ;" 
ignorant, that when the broken law of Gk)d 
condemns us, ** Christ is. the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth ;" and 
that being " justified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

S. That we may perceive the value of our 
privileges and be led to embrace the free mercy 
of God in Christ, let us examine ourselves 
faithfully by this law, and learn something of 
the extent of our guilt under it. Have we not 
offended in many things it condemns, and 



fallen short in every thing it commands ? Are 
there not multitudes among us^ who hardly 
ever enter the house c^ Grod at all ? Do not 
many others, who attend public worship^ quite 
neglect the great duty of family prayer and 
reading the holy scriptures to their children and 
servants ? Have not some of us been frequently 
detained from church by any slight cause, 
which was not a reason, but an excuse ; and 
which would not have detained us from places 
which we liked better ? And what spiritually- 
minded christian in this congregation has not 
to confess and deplore before God the coldness 
of his heart, and the distraction of his thoughts, 
even when engaged in confessing his sins, 
pleading for mercy, imploring the help of the 
divine grace, praising him for his glory and his 
goodness, and hearing his word? Who can 
deny, that his sins, defects and omissions, even 
in his best religious services, might bring down 
upon him rather the displeasure, than the bles- 
sing of God ! Let us then make a proper use of 
this law ; and while we pray for grace to enable 
us, henceforward, to worship the Lord in the 
power of the spirit, and the beauty of holiness, 
let this law bring us to Christ in deep humility 
and earnest faith, for pardon of aU our trans- 
gressions and failures under it. 
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In conclusion^ I must not omit briefly to no^ 
tice the bearing, which the latter part of this 
law, has on parents and children. — Careless and 
irreligious parents, who are content with the 
form of religion in the house of God, and with- 
out the appearance of it in your families, and 
without its influence on your own hearts and 
conduct; are you so destitute of affections to 
your children as to train them up, under your 
own example, to a dislike and contempt of reli- 
gion, and to expose them a prey to their pas- 
sions, and to the temptations that surround 
them ? Do you consider that your fatal influ- 
ence and misconduct are likely, under the just 
judgment of God, to affect even distant gene- 
rations of your descendants in body and soul ; 
in time and in eternity ? Could you bear, that 
your chikiren's children should appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ, "swift witnesses" 
against you? Could you endure their groans 
and curses upon you in endless misery ? Oh, 
then^ have pity on your own souls, and on 
those that should be as dear as your own. Fear 
your holy jealous God ; embrace his great sal- 
vation, and become his devout and holy ser- 
vants ; that his blessing, not his vengeance, may 
rest on you and yours. To you, pious parents, 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, his worship 
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and his ways, and endeavour to ^'^ bring up 
your children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord," here is a most gracious promise, for 
your encouragement. — Use your best exertions, 
as instruments of God, for the good of your 
children, by mild, but firm discipline, constant 
instruction, a consistent example, and unceas* 
ing prayer ; and so firmly expect the accomplish^ 
ment of this promise. — You may be disappoint- 
ed, at least for a time ; and by his carelessness, 
and even by his viciousness, your child may be 
" a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that 
bare him," But continue to hope and pray, — 
After long disappointment, or even after your 
praying tongue is silent in the grave, the Lord 
may remember his promise, and you may meet 
the dear object of your wishes and your fears 
in the kingdom of glory, — If the Lord has 
made your children his own by adoption and 
grace, so that they have escaped " the corrup- 
tion that is in the world," and have their hope 
in Christ, and their pleasure in worshipping and 
serving God, you have great reason to be 
thankful and happy. Having blessed you to 
them, God may bless them to others through 
a thousand generations. You will only know 
on the day of judgment, how far your salutary 
influence has extended. Some on that day, as 
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far distant from you, as you are from Paul, and 
as John from David and Moses, may then rise 
up and call you blessed. 

My young hearers, if unhappily you have 
parents, who care not for your souls ; but by 
their example would lead you to cast the fear 
of God and all thoughts of eternity behind you, 
follow them not. Come out from their un- 
godly influence, and the curse of this law will 
not be entailed upon you. It falls only on the 
children who, like their ungodly parents, hate 
God and his ways. Love God and he will love 
you. Give him your heart, and walk before 
him as a dutiful child, and you will find that 
" the son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father," but that " the soul which sinneth" and 
repenteth not, " shall only die." 

If God has favoured you with pious parents, 
who watch over you, pray for you, and labour 
for the salvation of your souls, be thankful for 
the greatness of your privilege, and disappoint 
them not. If you do, the heaviest curse of 
heaven will fall upon you, for sinning against 
so much light, and such love from God and his 
Christ, and from your earthly parents, as you 
have experienced. Oh, let the hearts of such 
parents be gladdened through life, by your 
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holy, dedded eonversatiim in Christ ; and let 
them be cheered, in the agonies of deaths with 
the confident hope of meeting you in heaven. 



SERMON IV. 

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 



Exodus xx. 7. 



Tkou shak not take the name o^ ike Lord ihff God in vain ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiUless 4hai takelh his 
mame in vain, 

JL HE law of God is not more comprehensive 
in its meaning, than connected in its order. The 
first commandment calls for that principle which 
lays the foundation of all true religion in the 
soul, supreme love to God. The second re- 
quires a pure and spiritual worship of him. 
The tiiird, a just respect to him, and reverence 
for him, in his perfections, character, word and 
worship. — ^To impress us the more with the 
importance of this commandment, which we 
are so liable to break, the Lord has seen fit to 
annex an awful threat, sufficient to appal the 
heart of the stoutest transgressor, "For the 
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Lord will not hold him guiltless, that taketh 
his name in vain." — ^By the name of God, ive 
are to understand whatever makes his character 
and will known to us. To take the name of 
Gk)d in vain, is to make a profane use of his 
name, titles, word and ordinances. Viewing 
the commandment in this its true and proper 
sense, we shall all find deep cause for peniten- 
tial humiliation before Gtod, for the blood of 
atonement to expiate our guilt, and for the 
Holy Spirit to renew and sanctify our hearts^ 
that we may henceforth " perfectly love him, 
and suitably magnify his name." Let us now 
proceed to consider. 

The nature, guilt and danger of the sins 
forbidden by this commandment. — ^And may 
the Spirit of God enable me to state them faith- 
fully, and you to hear with attention and profit. 

L The first sin in enormity of guilt, under 
this commandment, is perjury, or taking a false 
oath. To take an oath, is to perform the most 
sacred religious appeal to God possible. When 
necessary and required of us, it is perfectly law- 
ful to take God to witness by oath. "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God, and serve him, 
and swear by his name." Our blessed Lord 
answered, when questioned upon oath; and 
St. Paul more than once, uses expressions. 
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which have in them the character and obliga- 
tion of oaths. — ^But when we solemnly swear 
in support of an assertion, which we know to 
be false, or about which we have not taken all 
necessary steps for knowing it to be true ; this 
is with different degrees of aggravation, the 
deadly sin of perjury. The prophet Jeremiah 
writes : "thou shalt swear in truth, judgment and 
righteousness :" " in truth f that is, in support 
of truth; " in judgment," that is^ with a well 
founded and decided knowledge of the fact; 
and " in righteousness," with an upright inten- 
tion and pure motive to state the truth as it is. 
In an oath, we call upon God, so to help us ; 
so to extend to us his mercy and grace, or so to 
inflict his everlasting curse upon us, as we speak 
truth or falsehood in his presence. He then 
that peijures himself, deliberately challenges 
and entreats Grod to pour his eternal vengeance 
on his soul in hell. — In all ages and countries, 
the sanctity of an oath has been held inviolable, 
and the perjured wretch abhorred. — ^And here 
we may remark, how necessary a religious 
veneration for Almighty God is, for the well- 
being, nay, for the very existence of human 
society. Banish from the mind the fear of 
God, and the expectation of adjudgment to 
come ;" persuade mankind that death is an eter- 
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iial sleep» that there is no punishment for per- 
jury in hell, and the bands of sodal life would 
be dissolved ; laws would cease to operate ; no 
evidence in a court of justice could be depended 
upon ; no man would be secure in his character^ 
his property, or his life. 

Most of us are seldom called upon to take an 
oath ; but vows being of the nature of oaths* 
there is one vow in which we are all deeply 
concerned. The promises made at our btqptism, 
are solenm dbligations, in which we vowed to 
renoimce the service of the devil, the love of 
the world, and the lust of the flesh ; to believe 
the precious truths of the gospel; espedaliy 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, for our 
pardon and justification; and by the help 
of God's Holy Spirit, to keep his (Command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the days of our 
lives. These were not common place declara- 
tions of our sponsors in our name, to be repeat- 
ed as a' catechism in our childhood, and then 
to be lost from our memory and contradicted 
in our practice. At our confirmation, we, in 
our own persons, before God and the church, 
bound ourselves by a ratification of those vows, 
and made a solemn covenant with God, that 
we would by his grace, keep them through our 
lives. — Then, brethren, our vows are upon us. 
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at this day; and by every appearance in the 
house of God, by every act of public worship, 
we, in effect, declare to God that we adhere to 
them still. If, then, any of us are still living 
in sin ; in pride, in covetousness, in sensuality — 
still ensnared by the pomps, vanities, dissipa^ 
tions, customs and maxims of the world — still 
without the godly sorrow of true repentance— 
without a true and justifying faith in Christ-— 
without the love and fear of God upon our 
hearts ; we are living in the cool, deliberate 
breach of our baptismal vow, and daily adding 
perjury to rebellion. So far is baptism from 
being a privilege and a blessing to false 
christians, it will, by their hypocritical abuse 
of it, be turned into a curse, and will aggravate 
their condemnation; for not only vain, but 
dangerous and destructive is the mere ** outward', 
visible. sign," to those who seek not, but scorns 
** the inward spiritual grace-** — Let us not forget^ 
here also to observe, that whatever resolutionsr 
promises and purposes we have made, in sick- 
ness and sorrow, or under alarm and distress of 
conscience, as they were seriously made in the 
presence of God, they partake of the natm>e 
and obligations of vows ; and when forgotten' 
and abandoned by us, bring us under the sin 
of taking God's name in vain. 
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n. This Commandment is iMoken in a most 
direct, outrageous and insulting manner, by 
proptiane srcearing. Sinnos of this awfiil dass, 
I do not expect to be here ; but there may be 
diildren and young persons present, whose 
minds ought to be impressed with a hcwror of 
this Tice. Of prophane swearing there are 
three kinds. Ilrst, whoi a man rashly, and. 
witbout just caus^ calls Giod to witness by an 
oath, even when he speaks the truth. There 
are prophane persons, who cannot assert the 
most trivial matter, without swearing by the 
dread name of God, that it Is sa Had these 
men any fear of Giod upon thdr hearts, any 
belief in his word and in the day of judgment, 
they would remember to their confusion, that 
they are soon to stand before him, who has 
said, ** Swear not at all ; but let your conver- 
sation be, ** yea, yea ; nay, nay ;" a simple 
a£Srmation or denial ; ^ for whatsoever is more 
than that, cometh of the evil one.** So £ur firom 
gaining credit, by appealing to Gk)d in an oath 
for the truth of every trifle they utter, every 
virtuous mind will doubt their veracity, and 
detest their conversation, in proportion to the 
wanton prophaneness with which it is larded ; 
for who is so likely to be a liar to man, as the 
abuser of the name and majesty of his God !-^ 
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A second species of prophane swearing occurs, 
when €k^'s name is used falsely in conver- 
sation ; when appeal is made to God, in support 
qS a He. It might well be asked, is such a case 
possible ? Is there a wretch so audacious, so im- 
pious, as to presume to appeal to the most high 
Gtod, in whose presence he is, and who can 
strike him with death in a moment, when he 
swears that he will do what he never means to 
do ; or that has done, what he has not done ; 
or that an assertion is true, which he does not 
know to be true, or knows to be false ! In all 
the list of crimes, which try the patience, and 
provoke the vengeance of Almighty God, I 
know not one which so clearly decides the 
sinner to be in reality a hardened infidel as this ; 
and yet, alas ! how common ! — The third kind 
of prophane swearing is, that of imprecations 
and curses ; when a man expressly, or condi- 
tionally, calls down the curse of God on him- 
self or another. Who could believe, did he 
not hear for himself, that the spirit of the devil 
should ever so completely occupy the heart of 
a man, who has been baptized into the faith of 
Christ, and calls himself a christian, that he 
should find his pleasure in sporting with the 
majesty, justice and vengeance of God, by 
wishing his soul in hell, or by dealing out God's 
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damnation upon those around him on every 
slight occasion, or by employing other similar 
prophane language? Of all the depravities 
into which the corruption of man's heart 
can sink him, none is so mean, so iaaperti- 
nently wicked, so destitute of- excuse as pro- 
phane swearing. It is at once an aet of un- 
provoked insolence against God, and an offence 
against decency and decorum in society. It de- 
grades any person, from the nobleman to the 
beggar, into a contemptible, offensive nuisance^ 
fit only to herd with ruf&ans on earth, and with 
blaspheming fiends in hell. Other vices may 
offer some plea, on the score of temptation. If a 
man assaults another, he has been provoked to 
anger ; if he steals, he is urged by want ; but 
the prophane has no temptation, beyond the 
vice itself. He sins for the pleasure of sinning. 
He insults God without temptation, and with- 
out advantage. " His delight is in cursing 
and it shall happen unto him ; it shall come 
into his bowels like water, and like oil into hia 
bones." How prepared is such a man to join 
the wretched spirits in the prison of hell, wliich 
gnaw their tongues with pain, blaspheme the 
name of God in malignant despair, and through 
eternity pour forth their curses on their cor- 
rupting companions who have brought them 
into that place of torment. 



I have thus far confined my observations to 
prophane swearmg, in its gross and unqualified 
enormity. But there is a more refined and 
measured way of taking Giod's name in vain, 
the evil <rf which, by its obtaining among 
persons of respectabiKty, and -even sometimes 
among the guartEans <rf decency and virtue, the 
female sex, seems to be very little felt ; andthtrt 
is, when expresaions are employed in the form 
of exclamaftionS or wishes, in which the name 
of God is used with irreverence ; or when a sort 
of oath is employed in appeal to some other 
name or being. How common the expressions ; 
" O Lord ;" " O God ;" " By the heavens f 
*' Upon my honor ;" " Upon my si 
often does the tongue exclsum, " ( 
when no sense of his goodness is 
heart! How often is he called • 
mercy, or to bless, when his mercy 
are (rf dl things the least desired. — 
must not suppress an obvious remai 
impious and prophane use of God 
common on the stage, must be < 
offensive to the ears of those wh 
religious reverence for God, and t 
bute much to blunt the sense of n 
in the public mind, and to debase t 
of correct conversation. From the s 
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origin, and of the same polluting tend^icy are 
prophane songs, jests and stories. A large 
portion of the novels and the poetry which are 
in wide circulation, even among the low» 
orders of society, in this reading ag^, by cor* 
rupting the principles and inflaming the pas* 
sions, and rooting from the heart religious 
feeling and the fear of God, is charged with 
more subtle and mischievous poison than the 
works of the infidel, and shouM be carefully 
banished from our parlours, nurseries and 
kitchens. What man, on the day of judgment, 
would envy the responsibility, not only of a 
Voltaire and a Paine, but also of a Moore and 
a Byron ! 

III. But we proceed to violations of this law, 
into which we are all liable to fall, and 
which we have all much committed. The 
worship of Almighty God, is the most solemn 
act in which a human being can be engaged. 
He comes into the immediate presence of the 
holy, heart-searching Lord of all things. His 
professed object is, to have spiritual intercourse 
with that glorious being; to intreat him in 
prayer, to honoiu: him with praise, and to 
receive edification and comfort from his holy 
word. — ^With what seriousness, then, and sin- 
cerity and humility, and fervency of feeling 
should we always take a part in such avowed 



approach^ to God ! And what eail equal 1^ 
insolence and the insult, the hypocrisy, I may 
say the atheism, of a mere fonnal attendance 
on the word and worship <rf"God. I hardly 
know whether the conduct of the daring 
deviser of God's house and ordinances, or the 
unengaged trifler there, is more ^^fiuie and 
wicked and provoking to God. — And yet, my 
Iffethren, have not all we, who habitually as- 
semble here, sinned much and greatly against 
the Lord, hy our carelessness, indifference and 
formality in his worship. In the most serious 
solemn parts of tlie public service, have we not 
been there, rather as indifferent spectators, than 
devout worshippCFS ? Have we not often re- 
fused to join our fellow-sinners, either with 
heart or voice, in confessing our sins, declaring 
our belief, praying to God, through Christ, 6x 
his pardoning mercy, and his renewing spirit, 
and in adoring him for his glory and his goodr 
ness ? When our lips did utter or ought to 
have been uttering the most momentous appli- 
cations to the God of heaven, have not our 
eyes and thoughts been allowed to wander 
after any trifle that presented itself ? Have we 
not made confessions of sin for which we were 
not humbled and ashamed: ""I""' f™ "law.., 
and grace without desiring 
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either ; and expressed language of acknowledg- 
ment and praise, without the slightest feeling 
of gratitude and thankfulness ? Have we not 
sat under the word preached, without atten- 
tion, without self-application, as if it were the 
invention of man, not the word of God ; and 
often, when the truths we have heard have 
fastened themselves with resistless conviction 
on our consciences, have we not left the house 
of God, resolved to continue to act in deter- 
mined defiance of our convictions ? Does not 
many a painful instance, even in this most 
attentive congregation, continually present 
itself, of individuals, who by their irreverent 
and indevout behaviour, even in the most 
solemn part of our service, tfie prayers^ too 
distinctly proclaim, that their hearts are not 
engaged? They prove that either the presence 
of God is not felt, or that his favour is not 
desired, nor his displeasure feared : that they 
are shut up, either in proud unbelief, or in 
desperate hardness of heart. — The advanced 
state of our time compels me briefly to observe, 
that this commandment is further broken, and 
God's name taken in vain, when we hold any 
false unscriptural doctrine — when we neglect or 
prophanely receive the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper, without humility of heart, without 



faith in Christ, and without a sincere intention 
to lead a new life ; — when we neglect fitmily 
worship and secret prayer ; when we do not 
read the scriptures at home, with seriousness, 
attention and prayer ; — when we treat the word 
of God irreverently, not only by exercising 
prophane wit and ridicule upon it, but by 
jesting with it, and by speaking in its langu^^ 
on ordinary subjects; — and also when we 
adopt any insincere and unnieaning modes of 
speech ; when we utter compliments and pro- 
fessions which we do not believe and feel ; for 
we speak them, knowing them to be false 
and affected, in the presence of tliat God, who 
reads the heart, and requireth truth in the 
inward parts, and so take the name of the God 
of truth in vain. Brethren, if the long list of 
rins against this commandment is awful and 
alarming, it becomes still more so by God's 
threatening annexed to .them, which establishes 
the guilt and danger of committing them: 
" The Lord will not hold them guiltless." It 
is a form of expression w 
holds the transgressor as 
as very great ; and no won 
this law are committed 
majesty and honor of G 
deliberation, and frequentlj 
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to sin. if then, upon any species of sins, cer- 
tainly upon these, if not forsaken and pardon- 
ed in this life, the heaviest wrath of God 
will eternally fall.— -Then, let us each look 
back on his past conduct, and learn his 
sinfulness and his need of niercy. Could I 
imagine that any accident had brought within 
these walls, one that is abandoned to perjury, 
or prophane cursing and swearing, I would 
aflfectionately warn him, that every oath is 
recorded in the' book of heaven, and that 
against it is written the curse of this law on 
his soul, for his insolent blasphemy against the 
divine name and government.— I would beseech 
him to consider that, by such audadous impiety, 
he is every day wantonly aggravating his guilt, 
and sealing his condemnation afresh. On the 
other hand, to save the alarmed penitent from 
despair, I would confidently assure him, on 
divine authority, that there is virtue in the 
blood of Jesus, to expiate the guilt of his 
foulest blasphemy, and a power in the Holy 
Spirit to give him a new heart, and pure lips ; 
to change his oaths into prayers, and his curses 
.into praises, so that his tongue now set on 
fire of hell, may be formed to the holy halle- 
lujahs of heaven. 



But if by the restraining grace of God, we 
have been preserved irom impious propbane- 
ness, and from perjury, let us not congratulate 
ourselves as therefore necessarily free from guilt 
and danger. Have we forgotten, and cast off 
our baptisnud vow and other subsequent engage- 
ments and professions ? Have we shewn a taste 
and not a loathing for conversation, books and 
amusements, which teemed with expressions of 
licentious profaneness, calculated to stifle in our 
hearts all pious feeling of reverence for God ? 
Have we heard God's name taken in vain, with 
more patience than we should have endm^d a 
religious exerrase, or a spiritual conversation ? 
Has a larger share of gratification being expected 
from a novel, than from the bible ; from a play, 
than from a sermon? And has the card table 
^voi us an interest which we sought not, nor 
expected at the table of the Lord ? Then can 
we be guiltless, under this law ! — And who can 
recollect the unholy and irreverent expressions, 
that have issued from his lips through the several 
years of his life ? — Who can recount the times, 
when he has attended the house of God with- 
out thought or feeUng ; has not condescended 
to worship God even with his lips, or has 
worshipped with his lips, whe 
meant nothing? — Who amo 
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has always heard the word of God, with an 
humble, teachabley attentive mind, and received 
it with pure affection ? Who can now remem- 
ber, even at those times, when he meant to be 
serious, and wished to have communion with 
God, all his wanderings of thought, his coldness 
of affection, and his deadness and distraction of 
spirit ? Who among us, then, is dear with God ? 
Rather, whose offences against this single com- 
mandment are not " more in number than the 
hairs of his head T Who then will fondly pre- 
sume, that he can stand before God in his own 
righteousness ? Must not every mouth be stop- 
ped, and all plead guilty, deeply guilty before 

God? 

We are now prepared to perceive, " wherefore 
aervetb this law," and what is the use, which the 
unkumbled, the penitent^ and the pardoned child 
of God, should severally make of it — 

To the first, the wnhumhled, this law demon- 
strates the utter depravity of the heart of fallen 
man, and his need of the Holy Spirit to renew 
and sanctify it. Why this universal propensity, 
which all the carelesss shew, and all the serious 
confess and deplore, to take Gdd's name in vain, 
if not by wicked profaneness, yet by formality, 
by lip service, by an inward aversion from the 
spiritual worship of God ? Do angels feel any 
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thing of this ? Ought it not, at all times, to be 
our highest delight — the isouree of our sweetest 
enjoyments, to draw near to God with our 
hearts, and to have his praise continually on our 
lips ? Then let the coldness, the formality, the 
deadness, the disinclination which you fed 
under the means of grace^ pro^e to you, that 
your heart is ** far gone from original righteous- 
ness,'' and excite you to jffay frequently for 
the Holy Spirit, to " create ^ clean heai't, and 
renew a right spirit ^within you." 

-2. What use are ye to make of this law, 
who, while .we have been tracing it in its extent 
and bearings, -are jconvinced that yout sins 
against it have brought tbe ^sentence of this law 
upon your souls. My dear brethren, take the 
Apostle's advice. ^* Let it be your schoolmaster 
to bring you to Chrii^." If by the law you 
have, through the Holy Spirit, been convicted 
of sin, it is at the foot of the cross only^ that 
you can lay down your burthen, and derive 
peace of conscience and hope towards God. 
Trust, then, in him, who has " redeemed you 
from the curse of the law, having been made 
a curse for you," and you will " be made the 
righteousness of God. in him," and be no longer 
subject to the sentence of the law. 
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Lastly, I scarcely need to point out to you^ 
who, by faith in Christ, have obtained mercy, 
the use you are to make of this law. If the 
Holy Spirit has blest you with pardon and 
peace in believing, he has also " shed abroad 
the love of God in your hearts." If so, though 
from this or from any other law, " there is no 
condemnation" for you, yet by it, and all the 
rest, you will delight to walk, as a beloved rule 
of holy life. — ^Though frequently harrassed, and 
humbled, and distressed, by a cold, unbelieving 
and wandering heart, it will be the richest feast 
of your soul to have communion with God in 
his ordinances, and to ** worship him in spirit 
and in truth." And, my brethren, be it your 
effort, within your proper sphere of influence, 
to suppress profaneness and impiety. Check 
it in your servants and dependents. Teach 
them to know and love the Saviour's name. 
Train them, on earth, to understand and adore 
his dying love ; that in heaven they may join 
you, without weariness of spirit and distraction 
of thought, in ascribing honor and glory, 
thanks^ ving and praise to God and to the 
Lamb for evermore. 



SERMON V. 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 8. 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

J. HE word sabbath means rest The sabbath 
day is intended to be a day of holy rest ; a ces- 
sation from worldly occupation, in order to 
attend to religious duties; a day to be devoted 
to the worship of God, and the business of the 
soul. The holy scriptures refer its institution 
to the creation. God having rested from all 
his work which he had made, concluding with 
the formation of man, blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it. The right observance of it is 
so essentially connected with the honor of God, 
the knowledge and practice of true religion, 
and the comfort of man and beast; that|jGod 
has seen fit to place it, though in strictness, but a 
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positive, ceremonial institution, among the other 
nine commandments in the decalogue, which 
are of moral and unalta*able obligation. When 
we consider how superior in importance eternity 
is to time, and the welfare of the soul to that 
of the body, we can only account for six days 
being allotted to the business of the latter, and 
one day to that of the former, by concluding, 
that every day is to have its portion of religious 
intercourse with Gk)d ; that our worldly affairs 
are to be conducted on religious principles, and 
in the fear and to the glory of God ; and also 
that the sabbath should be fully and conscien- 
tiously devoted to religious purposes. I shall 

I. Explain, what is implied in keeping the 
sabbath day holy : 

II. Produce some reasons for so keeping it. 
I. What is implied in keeping the sabbath 

day holy. 

1. The first and most obvious duty in sanc- 
tifying the sabbath, is to abstain from worldly 
business. " Thou shalt do no manner of work 
in it.** Such express and unqualified language, 
if taken in its strict and literal sense, would 
forbid every bodily exertion whatever. It might 
seem not to allow a man to lead his ox or his 
ass to water, or even to prepare his food, or to 
wash his face. But this law is of a character 
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somewhat different from the rest. They being 
purely moral, and containing the immutable 
standard of eternal truth and holiness, can 
allow of no departure from their full demands. 
Every transgression of every other law is sin, 
and its wages death. But this law being, in a 
considerable degree, ceremonial, and in the 
strictness of its letter, requiring what is neither 
expedient, nor possible, exactly to perform, 
allowances are made. God loves mercy and 
not sacrifice : The sabbath was made for man, 
not man for the sabbath. — Other parts of God's 
word, therefore, qualify the rigour of this law, 
and declare, that works of real necessity, and of 
mercy and charity, not only may, but ought to 
be done. Necessary provisions for a family 
may be prepared ; an ox fallen into a pit may 
be drawn out, and the sick may be visited, the 
poor relieved, and the ignorant instructed, on 
the sabbath day. But, while these allowances 
are made, it must be remembered that any act 
which comes not fairly under the head of 
necessity, mercy or charity, is a violation of the 
fourth commandment, a pollution of the sabbath. 
No unnecessary work, no work which might 
be done before, or paay be done after the sab- 
bath, can be guiltless. And let it be distinctly 
understood, that by work, is meant not only 
any solid and essential part of the labour of a 
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man*s occupation and calling, but any matter 
connected with them. If it is sinful for a 
tradesman to buy or sell on that sacred day, 
it is also sinful for him to settle his accounts, 
travel, or converse and write letters on business, 
except in cases of urgent and unavoidable neces- 
sity. — Nay still more is required of the christian, 
than a mere cessation from actual work in his 
worldly concerns. The law is spiritual and 
prescribes to the heart. With God, the heart is 
the seat and index of character. If the heart is 
busy, the whole man is busy. If our thoughts 
and cares are employed in our worldly affairs, 
we offend God as much as if our hands were 
labouring. The soul must rest Jrom work, that 
it may rest in God. — It must ascend the mount 
on the wings of holy contemplation, and 
heavenly affections ; and earthly feeling and 
care must be left at the foot of the hilL 

Nor, however we may personally relinquish 
secular business and temporal cares, are we free 
from guilt, if our household, servants and depen- 
dents be occupied, by our permission or order, 
in unnecessary work, and thereby detained from 
the public and private worship of God. If we 
are to rest, and keep the day holy, so is " our 
son, daughter, man-servant, maid-servant f and 
even our cattle must partake of the rest and 
refreshment of that day. 
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2. The character, privileges and duties of 
the sabbath require of us to abstain, on that 
day, from indulgence in sloth, sensuality and 
worldly pleasure; and from all amusements and 
recreation of body and mind, which are incon- 
sistent with holy and devout affections, and 
with spiritual communion with God, even from 
such as, in other respects, and at other times, 
might appear innocent and allowable. Nothing 
can betray such ignorance of the character of 
Grod, of the nature of true religion, and of the 
real interests and happiness of the soul, as to 
restrict the requirements of this, law, to a mere 
abstinence from manual labour. Were it so^ 
a large proportion of the community in the 
higher ranks of life, would be placed altogether 
beyond the reach of this commandment ; having 
been raised by a bountiful providence, above 
the necessity of attending to business of any 
kind. The sabbath was ordained and sanctified for 
the worship of Grod, and the benefit of the soul. 
But there is not a more deadly poison to real 
seriousness and spirituality of mind, ( in which 
all true religion and acceptable worship consist,) 
than worldly pleasure and sensual indulgence. 
A heavenly-minded follower of his Saviour may 
carry with him the love and fear of God into 
his weekly occupations ; may do all he does ta 

L 
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the glory of God, and may expect presrervatioiir 
and a blessing from him. But they who waste 
their precious sabbath hours in worldly thoughts, 
readings and conversation ; in excursions, visits, 
convivialities, and the indulgence of their appe* 
tites, profane the Lord's day, and injure their 
souls more than the man,, who should, on that 
day, plough his field, or reap his corn. Hear how 
the Lord speaks by his prophet : " If thou^ tixnt 
away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day ; and call the sabbath 
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable ; 
and Shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, 
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words; then shalt thou delight thy- 
self in the LcM-d, and I will feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob thy father ; for the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it" Here we are clearly 
taught, that our sabbath pastimes and delights 
are not to be fetched from earthly, but heavenly 
sources ; not to be taken in the gratification of 
an unsanctified heart, but in holy intercourse 
with God ; and hence it follows, that we pro- 
fane spiritual things, whenever we do not 
seek spiritual benefit and enjoyment from them. 
Sctcred music if employed by us, on this day, 
not for the purpose of exciting and expressing 
devout affections, but merely for the gratifica- 



tion of the ear, is not sacred to us, but profane. 
And attendance on a preacher, not because he 
searches and edifies us ; hut because I>e pleases 
us by his manner, style or elocution, is in us an 
act of }ust as much piety and profit, and uo 
more, as attendance on an agreeable actor upon 
the stage. — Then only, in the strict and proper 
sense of tlie word, do we Tceep the •sabbath holy, 
when we spend it with God, worshipping him 
at once with our lips and hearts, in spirit and 
in truth. What more mdancholy prodf can be 
given of the depravity of our fallen nature, and 
of the aversion of our affections irom i^od and 
purity, than the backwardness andindi^)^tion, 
which men feel to spend their sabbaths thus. 
To enjoy the worship of God^ is the highest 
bliss of angels and perfected spirits in heaven, 
and should be ours. Is there any necessity for 
giving to the anxious, industrious poor man, 
such a caution as this : *^ Do not allot more than 
one day in seven to the business of thy soul ; 
through the other six days, work diligently for 
the support of thyself and family ?" And yet 
in a sense are we not all poor ? Do we not need 
to ask continual pardon and mercy for our 
ddly sins, through Christ Jesus-, do we not 
want the perpetual influences of the Holy Spirit 
to subdue our corruptions, help our infirmities. 
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and fit us for holy and cheerful obedience to the 
divine will ; to enlighten the darkness, and dis- 
sipate the doubts of our souls, and to enrich us 
with heavenly peace, consolation and hope? 
Surely then, if these wants of the soul were 
felt, as we feel those of the body ; if we hun- 
gered for the bread of life, as we do for daily 
food, we should rejoice at the privilege of 
returning sabbaths, as days of holy rest and le^ 
freshment. Our souls, like David's, would " long» 
yea faint, for the "courts of the Lord, our heart 
and our flesh would cry out for the living Gk)d." 
We should choose to be even doorkeepers in 
the house of the Lord, rather than dwell, espe- 
cially on the Lord's day, in the tents of wicked- 
ness, and in the society of irreligious men. We 
should not be disposed to exclaim, " when will 
these heavy religious duties be over" — " when 
will this long, dull sabbath be gone?" That 
would be found the shortest, sweetest of our 
days, in which, when elevated in faith and holy 
aspiration, we could rise above the gross atmos- 
phere of this world, to breathe sweet foretastes of 
that eternal sabbatic bliss, which awaits the people 
of God in his glorious presence. It would be fa? 
from our taste and practice, to appear at churchy 
and then to give up the rest of the day to the 
indulgence of a worldly heart ; the day would 
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be begun, continued and ended with Grod ; 
God would be honoured in every part of the 
day ; at least, forgotten, offended, dishonoured 
in none, 

II. Various reasons concur for our keeping 
the sabbath thus holy ; a few I shall specify. 

1 • The first and strongest reason of all is, that 
the Lord God has commanded it, and enjoined 
it upon us, in his law. 

2. He sanctioned it by his own example; 
on that day, he rested from his work, as Creator, 
and blessed and sanctified it. 

3. On that day, we are bound to worship and 
glorify our God and Saviour, from motives of 
gratitude for redeeming mercy. God said to 
the Israelites, when he had given them this 
law ; " Remember that thou wast a slave in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence, through a mighty 
hand> and by a stretched out arm ; therefore 
the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the 
sabbath day.*'— With how much greater force 
should the injunction be felt by us : ** Remem- 
ber Christian, thou wast a slave of sin and satan, 
shut up in the bondage of corruption, condemna- 
tion and death, but the Lord thy Redeemer, 
Ix'ought thee out by the blood of hid cross, and 
by the outstretched arm of his spirit ; therefore 
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he commands thee to keep the sabbath day, 
that he may be glorified, and thou mayest be 
blessed." — The experience of all ages testifies 
the necessity, importance and happy effects of 
sanctifying the sabbath. The state of religion 
in individuals and churches, may be estimated 
by the manner in which the sabbath is kept. 
The Lord calls it a sign between him, and his 
professing people. When religiously and spi- 
ritually sanctified, it is a sign that he loves and 
dwells in them, and that they love and are 
blessed of him. Speaking by Ezekiel, of the 
particular mercies bestowed on the Jews, he 
ranks this among the first : " I gave them my 
sabbaths." When describing that people as 
sunk in iniquity, and ripe for his judicial ven- 
geance, he produces, as the blackest and most 
destructive of their crimes : " they have pol- 
luted my sabbaths." When a neighbouring 
country, above thirty years ago, in the fi-enzy of 
its impiety, undertook to banish the gospel and 
faith of Jesus Christ from their land, they 
abolished the sabbath, and their work was 

done. 

So few are disposed to read and study the 
word of God for themselves, and to think 
seriously on the things which belong to their 
eternal peace ; and so few in early life receive 



from their parents solid religious instruction, that 
was it not for what is learned at church cm the 
Lord's day, the very knowledge and profession 
of the Gospel would be in a great measure lost 
from among us ; with the bible in our houses, we 
should become very Heathens. — ^Nor is the ad- 
vantage of Sunday-privileges confined to the 
ignorant and unconverted. The spiritual 
minded Christian will tell you, that the sab- 
bath is a welcome and necessary day to him. 
It often finds his mind cold, dark and secularized 
by worldly cares and temptati(»is which have 
beset him through the week ; and he fiees to 
its reviving ordinances, as the hart to the water- 
brook, the hungry to his food, and the weary 
to his rest. There he waits on the Lord, and 
renews his strength ; and thus is prepared to 
meet the trials, and discharge the duties of the 
week, and to pursue his heavenly way towards 
the sabbath of eternal and unwearied worship, 
in the presence of God, and of the Lamb. 
But if this is to keep the sabbath day holy ; 
and if the right observance of it rests upon 
reasons so strong, and is attended by benefits 
so great, it becomes most important to enquire 
whether it is thus sanctified among us. Look 
first at the circles of the great, the wealthy and 
the gay, A large proportion of these s 
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appear in the house of God at all, havings 
however, no excuse to offer for their conduct* 
but that ** they will not come/' Tl^e day is 
passed by them in pleasure and self-indulgence • 
in reading the newspapers, or books of enter- 
tainment; in frivolous conversation; in the 
luxuries of the table ; in dissipating visits ; in 
travelling ; no portion of the day being devoted 
to serious reflection, to self-examination, to 
study of the scriptures and communion with 
God in prayer. — Observe next the men of 
business. Sunday is with them the day of 
recreation. The concerns of the body 
having so entirely engaged and confined them 
through the six days of the week, the soul is 
required to resign its claims upon the seventh. 
The body must be recruited at the expense of 
the health and salvation of the soul. Is an 
excursion to be taken, or a visit to be paid or 
received, Sunday is the only day that can be 
spared ; Sunday therefore is seized upon.— - 
Through the awfully increasing profanation of 
the Lord's day, in the higher walks of life, the 
infection is insinuating itself into families that 
once manifested some reverence for Gk)d, some 
respect for religion. These, if they have been 
once at church, seem to imagine that, by such 
a competent share of devotion, they have 
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purchased the privilege of placing the rest of th^ 
day at their own disposal. Hence has crept 
in the baneful practice of Sunday dinner tind 
'evening parties, to the injury and the shame tsf 
«very family that enters into them. Where 
they prevail, religion languishes and dies- In 
Tsuch parties, nothing of a religiouis and sacred 
nature can be expected to pass. Conversation 
will be just of the worldly character, which yon 
would expect on any other day. On such pol- 
luted sabbaths there is no family reading ; no in- 
struction given to children and servants ; no op- 
portunity of private retirement for meditation and 
reading and prayer. But, masters and mistresses, 
who thus offend, this is not all, which Almighty 
God will bring in charge against you. Your man 
and maid servants are commanded to rest froija 
all, except absolutely necessary labour on this 
day, that they may attend to the business of 
their souls. But you employ them unneces- 
sarily ; you detain them from the house of <jk)d^ 
when you ought not ; when you need not, you 
compel them to break this commandment along 
with yourselves. If then they die in ignorance 
and impenitence, through your cruel and un- 
lawful detention of them from the means of 
grace and instruction, their blood will God 
require at your hands. 

M 
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If we take a more goienl view of the waj 
in which the sabbath is ^ent anumg us, there 
is much to distress and alarm us. — Among the 
labouring dasses, and the very poor, perhaps 
not one in ten uses any part of Sunday as a 
saUbath for his souL Morning is wasted in 
sleep and indolence after the fatigues of the 
week. In the afternoon and evening, the 
shoals that pour forth fix>m our gates, and the 
parties that revel in our public houses, give 
more the appearance of a £ur, than a sabbath ; 
of a day dedicated to sin and to pleasure^ than 
to God. 

Notwithstanding the pains that are taken by 
our national, sunday and other schools, and by 
tlie several dissenting denominations here, in 
giving religious instruction to some thousands 
of poor children, the numbers of our youth are 
quite appalling, who abandon themselves to 
habits of sabbath-breaking, in playing and 
gambling, in cursing and swearing, in harden- 
ing and corrupting each other. 

On Sunday evenings, apprentices and ser- 
vants, are, by the mistaken and fatal kindness of 
their masters, allowed to be at their own dis- 
posal to go where they please. And I have no 
doubt, that more wickedness is committed, and 
more young persons are ruined on this sacred 



evening, which ought to be a season of peculiar 
benefit to their souls, than through the whole 
week. 

My dear brethren, the subject before us, is 
one of the utmost importance. It is essentially 
connected with the honor of God, the welfare 
of society, and the eternal interests of the soul. 
I have therefore treated it with the fulness and 
plainness which it deserves. 

In conclusion, I beg seriously to offer to you 
two directions ; first, with respect to the out- 
ward observance ; secondly, with respect to the 
spiritual use of the Lord's day ; and may God 
impress them deeply on all our consciences. 

1. With respect to the outward observance 
of the sabbath, I wish every head of a family to 
ojnsider his responsibility, for himself and for his 
household. This responsibility, my brethren, 
is increased, in proportion as your example 
operates on others, from your property, rank, 
talents or influence. Never, then, except from 
necessity, absent yourself from the house of 
God. Be not satisfied with attending but once, 
and with spending the rest of the day irreligi- 
giously. If you attend not the evening service,* 
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be the minister of God in your household. 
Call your children and servants together, and 
endeavour to profit them by religious con- 
versation, instruction, reading and prayer. Let 
xne entreat you to withdraw your permission to 
your servants to go out, and expose themselves* 
to danger, on the Sunday evenings. No good 
and steady servant will object to the restraint ; 
and giddy, and thoughtless servants, are, of all 
others, the last to be indulged. — Give up 
Sunday visits. Abridge as much as possible; 
the labours of your servants on that day, that 
they may have the benefit of sharing with yoit 
in the public means of grace. In short, let 
Joshua's pious resolution be yours : " As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.'* 

2. In speaking on the spiritual use of the 
sabbath,, I address you all, young and old, 
parents and children, masters and servants- 
Vain, with respect to the salvation of our 
souls, is the decent outward observance of the 
sabbath, if our hearts are not engaged with 
God ; if we do not worship him " in spirit and 
in truth." 

If your affections are yet set on this present 
world ; if you are not affected and humbled by 
a lively preception of your sinfulness and guilt, 
under this and every commandment ; if you 



feel no need and desire of the expiating blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to atone for your 
daily sins, nor of the Holy Spirit to sanctify, 
direct and rule your hearts, — I cannot address 
and advise you as Christians; "you have a 
name to Kve, but are dead" in sin. But if if 
has pleased God in his mercy, to infuse into' 
your soul the spirit of a true and sincere 
worshipper, then let a method like the follow- 
ing, as far as circumstances will allow, be 
resolutely adopted. — On Sundays rise early; 
shut out from your mind earthly thoughts and 
cares. Begin the day with God, in spiritual 
meditation and earnest secret prayer, for his 
presence and blessing in his public means o£ 
grace. Oh, if you enter the house of God with 
your minds steeped in worldly thoughts and 
feelings,, the worship and the word of God 
cannot interest you. You will be like " the 
deaf adder that stoppeth her ear, which refuseth' 
to hear the voice of the charmer charm he ever 
s& wisely." Seek then, before you come, the 
spirit of supplication and prayer; the hearing- 
ear, and the understanding heart. When you 
join your fellow-worshippers here, watch 
against a proud, fastic 
wandering and distrai 
the- presence of God ; 
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m the name and mediation of your great 
High-priest ; and look through means and 
ministers to the God of all grace in Christ 
Jesus. 

After public worsliip, retire to your closets 
Recall what you have heard. Meditate upon 
it, with reference to your own case ; — and ask 
of God to make it lastingly profitable to your 
souL 

If, my dear brethren, you thus endearour ta 
sanctify and improve your sabbaths, you will 
soon find them the best and happiest of your 
days. The Lord will " make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you ; he will lift 
up the light of his countenance upon you, and 
grant you his peace." He will strengthen you 
to meet the trials, temptations and duties of 
the week; and each successive sabbath will 
bring you measures of hope and comfort and 
holy joy in the Lord, which will be pledges 
and preparatives for that sabbath of ceaseless 
bliss and praise, which occupies the glorified 
sipirits in the temple of God above. 



SERMON VL 

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT, 



Exodus zx. 12. 



H(mor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

UUR blessed Lord, on being asked, which is 
the first and great commandment of the law, 
replied: ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart and mind and soul and 
strength; and thy neighbour as thyself." He 
added: "On these commandments hang all 
the law and prophets." He hereby teaches us, 
that a principle of divine love planted by the 
Holy Spirit in the heart of a humbled, believ- 
ing Christian, will dispose him to cordial 
obedience to God's holy law, in its double 
bearing on his duties to GJod and to man. A 
Christian's immediate duty to God we have 
considered under the four first commandments. 
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We now proceed to the six last, written on tlie 
second table. Though they establish directly 
x>\\r duties to our fellow creatures, yet, indirectly 
these are also duties to God ; for in doing to 
men what God requires and commands, we 
obey the law and will of God. — God formed 
man, with a view to social life. His object is to 
establish order and peace on earth; and by means 
of every member of human society, to promote 
the safety, comfort and happiness of all. In a 
xjommunity of civilized men, as in the constitu- 
tion of the limbs of the body, there are, conse- 
quently, vai'ious different relations in which the 
several members stand to each other. The first 
relation, and which is indeed the foundation and 
model of all the others, is that which subsists 
between parents and children, — In the sim- 
plicity of life which prevailed in the first ages 
of the world, almost all the relations of society 
were exhibited under the same roof. The 
Patriarch Abraham, for instance, was at once 
parent, master, judge, minister and king over 
his household. Hence it follows, that in com- 
manding children to honor their parents, the 
Lord God, in effect, establishes the reciprocal 
duties, not only between parents and children, 
but also between all superiors and inferiors; 
mastei-s and servants ; rulers and subjects ; 



ministers and people; aged and )^uiig; neh 
and poor ; wise ai»l igiior^it. — Onr attention 
flrill be confined this evening to the very ino- 
portant mutual duties of parents and children. 

The relation which binds parents to their 
child is one of tender endearment and large 
responsibility. They give birth to a being 
that, after a short life upon earth, will be eter- 
nally glorified or miserable. God has constituted 
them its guardians for body and souL-^First, 
with respect to the body and this life; It is the 
duty of parents to provide few the support of 
their children, while young and unable to pro- 
vide for themselves. Parents were once in 
helpless infancy, and, under God, owe to their 
parents the supports of their childhood, the 
education of their youth, and all the comforts 
and advantages which arise to them from 
learning, station, calling or property. God 
requires them now to repay their debt of grati- 
tude to their parents in their children ; and so 
carry into effect his wise and gracious designs, 
in linking &milies and generations to each 
othCT by their successive necessities. Parents 
then, who would rank among christian and 
tivilized beings, or who would not be out-done 
fven by the most cruel and ferocious beast of 
the forest, must feel, that they s^e t|ie instnt. 



ments, by whom the Lord means to impart 
subsistence and every other practicable good to 
their offspring. ** He that does not diligently 
provide for his own," according to his ability, 
an Apostle declares, "denies the faith and is 
worse tlian an infidel." Parents, then, to whose, 
exertions a family looks up for support, should 
cultivate the qualifications, and practice the 
duties, suited to their sex and statiom The 
father should be industrious, sober, careful; 
the mother diligent and frugal. Without 
these properties,, an affluent income cannot 
support a family ; with them, if parents fear 
God and cast their care upon him as a covenant 
Father in Christ, even in the lowest and most 
dependent conditions of life, they are, in 
general, able to meet their necessary wants, 
and to enjoy a peace^ of which wealthy wicked- 
ness never tasted. — Next, it is the duty of all 
parents to give their children some education* 
I say of all parents. For every child should 
be able to read his bible ; and now national, 
Sunday and other schools, are open to give free 
instruction to all that will come to receive it. 
— ^It is the duty of all parents to bring up their 
children in habits of useful industry. Na 
parent, even of large and independent property, 
should destine his son to a life of idleness. If 



there is a "being, who may be expected to 
fcecome an incumbrance, a nuisance to society, 
a burthen to himself, and a prey to vice, folly 
and misery, it is he who has nothing to do. — 
I may here remark aiso, that those parents best 
consult the peace, comfort, respectability and 
usefulness of their daughters, who place them 
for education, where their minds may be fur- 
■nished with religious instruction; solid, general 
knowledge ; and useful rather than splendid 
accomplishments. It is only this class of young 
women that can supply rational companions, 
exemplary wives, instructive mothers. 

On selecting situations for his children, the 
pious parent will use great caution. He will 
seek out a master or employer, who will ex- 
ercise over them the conscientious inspection 
ef a christian guardian. The age at which 
a youth usually removes from beneath a 
parent's eye, is the most important and critical 
period of life. It generally fixes the cast and 
character of his future days. And being . a 
season of strong passions, weak judgment, and 
little reflection, no wonder, -corrupt as our 
jiature is, that in this dissipated age, so many 
young men, being set down in the vei 
of temptation, without superintende 
without control, should become "a 
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tifieiv ^ther, and bitterneas to her that bare 
thena;" when even those, who, brought up 
und^ great religious advantages, and placed 
out with the greatest care, too often blast the 
hopes, and distress the heart of the disappointed 
pai?ent.-~I need only observe further, on this 
head, that parents are taught and authorized 
by many scripture examples, to watch over 
Ibeir children, when grown up ; to reprove and 
endeavour to eheck their misconduct; and to 
assist them with counsel, when it will be re- 
ceived, on every important step, especially in 
the choice of a partner for life. In deliberating 
<m tlus cfonnection, a parent's advice or autho- 
rity should not have regard so much to con- 
isiderations of interest or ambition, as to qualifi** 
cations, in the party in view, for solid, domestie 
eomfort; nor should he ever consent to, much 
less promote tlie union of a truly pious cMld^ 
but to one that is like minded. Let sueh a 
child mairy only in the Lord. God was angry 
with good old Eli, because his sons made 
themselves -vile , and he used no efforts to re- 
strain them; and it was the anxious wish of 
aged Abraham that his soti Isaac might not 
mat ry a Canaanitish woman, but one that feared 
Ood, and wotild not obstruct, but promote his 
i^st intereMs. 
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But this remark introduces us to the eotv 
sideration of the parent's duty, in a still 
more important point of view ; I mean,, as 
it bears on the eternal welfare of his child. 
Here a christian parent will feel inost^ and 
find his most difiicult province. One wish of 
fais soul is^ tliat his children may be suecessiul 
and respectable in the world, so far as may 
conduce to the glory of God and their own real 
good. But the desire nearest his heart is, that, 
being renewed by heavenly grace, and 
pardoned and accepted through faith in Christ 
JesuSy they may be delivered from the domi- 
nion, ^uilf and eternal punishment of sin, and 
made really and effectually, " members of Christ, 
children of God, and heirs of the kingdom of 
heaven." That this blessed change may pass 
upon the hearts of his children, since God 
works by means, and especially by the power- 
ful means of a parent's instruction, conduct and 
example, he is required to give them early 
information . in the great, first truths and prin- 
ciples of religion. Children at an early age can 
understand and feel, when told of the character 
and presence of God; of his knowledge of 
their actions, words and thoughts ; of his hatred 
of sin, and of bis love hnd pity for them that fear 
and love and pray to him. Soon their hearts 



<!an be affected with the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who came from heaven and died to save 
them from eternal misery, to make their holy- 
Cod their friend, and to obtain for them grace 
on earth and glory in heaven. The word of 
God presents to parents many exhortations and 
promises for this duty. St. Paul suggests to 
Timothy, as one of the fundamental blessings of 
his life, that '^ from a child he haid known the 
holy Scriptures, which were able to make him 
wise unto salvation ;" and Solomon affirms, as 
a general truth, (with many exceptions indeed,) 
that if you " train up a child in the way in 
which he should go, when he is old he will not 
depart from it.'* To a defect in this early 
attention in children, we may, in a large degree, 
ascribe tlie deplorable ignorance, ungodliness 
and wickedness which prevail. If children are 
left to grow up ignorant of God and them- 
^ves, and are not duly brought to the house 
of God, nor instructed at home, all the seeds 
of corruption which are inbred in their fiiUen 
nature must shoot up, and occupy tlie whole 
field of their liearts. But whatever pains a 
parent may take, in conveying religious in- 
struction to his children, as we are creatures of 
imitation, and prone to evil, except he teach 
them by example also, all his efforts will he 
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vairr. How can a parent expect that God will 
bless what he says> if he is himself offending 
against God by what he does ? How can he 
expect that they will attach any weight to 
instruction, which^ by his conduct, he shews 
them has no influence on his own heart and 
practice ? How can they be meek, teachable, 
obedient, if they see him violent, stubborn, 
selfwilled ? How can they dread a lie, if he 
speak not the truth ? How be true and just, 
if they see him cheat, over-reach and defraud ? 
How be pure and chaste in their language, if 
they hear profane and indelicate expressions 
from his lips ? How can they dread the wrath 
and desire the favor of God, if they perceive 
no fear of God before his eyes? How can 
they be expected to delight in the bible, or 
to give themselves to earnest prayer, when they 
discover in him nothing of serious religion,, 
perhaps no attention even to the form of re- 
ligion, between one sabbath and another. 

But it is more than time that we proceed to 
the second part of our subject — the duty of 
children to parents^ which we must briefly dis- 
miss. It is thus expressed : ^* honor thy father 
and thy niother, that thy days may be long in 
the land, which the Lord thy God hath given 
thee." 



1. Children ftiust reverence their pm'ents as 
j^uch, and yield them the respect due to those 
to whom, under God, they owe their being and 
all their blessings. This debt of reverential 
respect for parents, no misconduct or want of 
respectability on their part, can cancel. Their 
failure in duty, does not discharge a child from 
his ; else, an inferior would be entitled to sit in 
judgment on a superior in station. They must 
answer to God if they fail; they are 6till 
parents, and must be honoured for their re- 
lation's sake and for the Lord's sake. Solomo» 
was respectful to his mother Bathsheba, and 
our Lord was subject to Ms humble paretits^ 
Th^re cannot be a character more hateful and 
contemptible before God and man, than the 
son that behaves with insolence, contempt and 
irreverence to his parents. "The eye that 
mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey 
his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick 
it out, the young eagles shall eat it.*' One of 
the curses denounced on audacious sinners falls 
on them^ who ** set light by their fath» and 
mother." 

2. Honor implies hve. If the love of grati- 
tude is ever due from one creature to another, 
it is due from a child to his parent. Children 
owe a debt which they can never discharge ; 
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to the father, for his exertions for their support 
and education ; to the mother, for her painful 
sufferings, her anxious fondness, and her foster- 
ing cares. Love and gratitude must constrain 
every good-principled child, eagerly to seize 
opportunities of making a return of filial affec* 
tion and kindness. This will be best done by 
yielding a cheerful submission to their will and 
authority, and by a constant endeavour to make 
them happy. He that truly fears God, and has 
any claim to the title of a dutiful child and a 
christian, will conscientiously " obey his parents 
in the Lord f that is, in all their lawful expec- 
tations from him, out of respect to the Lord's 
command and glory. He will study to please 
them in his conduct and behaviour. He will 
receive their instructions; consult their expe- 
rience; comply with their wishes, and contribute 
to their comfort. When grown up, he will stilt 
remember, that their happiness is bound up in his- 
own, and that their authority has. not expired; 
And when they have reached the years of infir- 
mity and decay^ he will shew his affection and 
piety, in bearing with them. If they want as- 
sistance and he can give it, he will rejoice kv the 
opportunity of paying back some of those en- 
dearing kindnesses to feeble, helpless age, which, 
he jreceived in feeble, helpless childhood. Tt> 

o 
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Contribute to make the evening of their days 
happy and their departure easy, by administer* 
ing to their support, their comfort, and above 
all ta their spiritual good, will yield him a 
gratification which no earthly pleasure can af- 
ford. Ruth carrying home her gleanings, to 
feed an aged, distressed mother in law; and 
Joseph, now lord of Kgypt, weeping over and. 
embracing the corpse of his^ father, whose last 
da}'s^ he had made plentifiil, honourable and 
happy, are models of grace and filial piety for 
every dutiful child to imitate. 

Having considered the duties of parents and 
children which Almighty Gk)d has established in 
this law, let us now proceed to an application of 
this important subject, each to ourselves. We 
will begin with that relation which we have 
all sustained. How, then, have we discharged 
the duties due to our parents ? If, brethren^ 
you can, on the whole, look back with pleasure 
on your general conduct towards them : if you 
have lov€d them in your heart and honoured 
them by your words, behaviour, and conduct ; 
submitted to* their authority,, obeyed their in- 
structrons and commands, endeavoured to pro- 
mote their comfort, and borne with their defects, 
and infirmities^^ in the fear of God, and from a 
thankful sense of the Lord^s mercies and their 



goodness to yo\i, you have, annexed to this com- 
mandment, a special promise of God's favor and 
blessing through life : *' that thy days may be 
long in the land, which the Lord thy God 
giveih thee." And though promised temporal 
comf<»-ts are not now to be so certainly looked 
for as under the dispensation of Moses, hut are 
rather to be taken as types of richer spiritual 
mercies, yet it lias been very frequently re- 
marked by persons of -o'bservation, that obsti- 
nate, rebellious, ungrateful children have been 
given up to sin, misery and infamy; and 
dutiful, godly children have prospered in "all 
they have put their hands unto," — Hut, I ap- 
peal to the consciences of «uch of you, as hav« 
been most exemplary in filial duty : must you 
not confess, that you have been guilty of in- 
niimerable instances of self-will, disobedience 
and rebellion? Have you not much to be for- 
giveH under this law for sins of commission, 
and much more for sins of omission? Let 
this conviction humble you before God, and 
make you -deeply feel how much you need his 
pardoning mercy, thi-ough the atonement of 
Jesus. If truly jjenitent, mercy will not be 
denied you. If your earthly parents have for- 
given you and love you still, your heavenly 
Father is ifauch more ready to forgive thase 
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■who TBoiirn before liim for their transgressions 
and sins, and plead for mercy in the name of 
"Christ. ^' For like as a father pittetli his childreiif 
even so the Lord pitieth them that fear him." 

Possibly there may be in this congregation 
some, whose consciences, while we have dwelt 
on the dtities of a child, smite, or ought to 
smite them, with keen remorse, and with 
dread of the righteous judgment of God. In 
your early years, you have gone great lengths 
in idleness and wickedness, in disobedience, 
insolence and rebellion ; and when grown up, 
have despised the instruction, advice and au- 
thority of your parents; squandered their 
money, neglected your business, and plunged 
into habits of extravagance, sensuality and dis- 
sipation; forsaken the house of God and the 
society of good men, and become companions 
of profligates and of fools. — Oh ! sinners, how 
ivili you answer to God for this? Was it for 
this, that your father laboured ; for this did 
your mother rear you through tedious childhood ? 
Is this the reward vou return them; to em- 
hitter their days, and bring "down their grey 
hairs with sorrow to tlie grave," deprived, in the 
agonies of death, of all hope of meeting you in 
heaven? Be assured that every admonition 
ivhich you have despised ; every sigh and tear you 
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have cost them, has ascended before Gk>d, i.o 
bring down a curse on your guilty head. If 
there is a sinner upon earth, who, more than 
another, has cause to fear the hottest wrath of 
God, in time and in eternity, it is you. Let 
shame and self-abhorrence drive you to im- 
plore the mighty grace of God to melt your 
unnatural and barbarous heart; and begin at 
length to plead with God, for your Redeemer's 
sake, to have* mercy on you, and not to shut 
you up in hell with the worst of murderers.— 
If, my young hearers, you are the children of 
pious pai-ents, and if the Lord has inclined 
your heart to fear and love him, and to delight 
in his ways ; O praise and adore him continu- 
ally for giving you such parents; for having 
heard their prayers in your behalf, and for 
having blessed to you their instruction and ex- 
ample; and never think that you can do 
enough to please, assist and comfort them. — If, 
unhappily, your parents are worldly-minded 
and without serious religion ; if they are sab- 
bath breakers, and " lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God ;" if they are despisers and 
enemies of real godliness, intemperate in their 
appetites, impure and profane in their con- 
versation, or in any other way dangerous in 
their example ; so far mind them not, except 



to pray for them. Set before you t)etter 
patterns; if they will not guide you towards 
heaven, let them not lead you down to hell. 

L.et me now, lastly, apply the weighty com- 
mands of this law to parents. We must deeply 
lament, that a large proportion of those, to whom 
the warning, alarming voice of God's law is most 
necessary, will not come into his house to hear 
it. Hundreds in this city, are breaking this 
commandment in a way that must bring eter- 
nal destruction on their own souls, and probably 
on their soiis, and sons', sons. 

What a^^ we to think of those, who, with an 
unfeding cruelty never exhibited by the fiercest 
beast of prey, refuse to laibour for their needy 
progeny ; but lounge away their time m sloth 
and idleness, while their children are pining in 
hunger, clothed in rags, and wasting in igno- 
rance and sin ? What of tlie beastly jdrunkard, 
wIk) spends in an alehouse those earnings which 
are due and necessary for his starving home ? 
Is not the wretdi, who thus wastes on his ap- 
petites tliat which should procure his children's 
bread, a more detestable robber than the mid- 
night thie£ 

And how are those persons less guilty, though 
in a more reputable way, who expend that 
which might be propedjir and necessarily^ laid 



out in providing for the present or future wel- 
fare of their children, as well as in various acts^ 
of service to the cause of God and man, in- 
expensive shew, company, dissipation and 
luxury ? Or what ean be a grosser aet of pride^ 
injustice and cruelty, than to bring up children 
in habits of expense and display far above their 
probable future condition in life ; habits, which 
if they do not end in entire poverty, disgrace 
and wretchedness, lay the foundation for dis- 
appointment aud unhappiness,^ and expose to 
many dangerous temptations. — Is there any 
parent here, who complains over the conduct of 
an untoward, unpromising, vicious child ? He 
should first seriously ask himself: Am I, in no 
degree, the blameable cause of my complaints ? 
Have I left my children to grow up in igno-^ 
ranee of God, of Christ, and of themselves ? 
Have I not shewn them what sin is, in its. 
nature and evil, nor proved to them,, both by 
my words and actions^ that I fear God and hate 
sin myself ? Have I indulged their humours,, 
flattered their vanity,, fed their pride, and led 
them into scenes of dissipating vanity and plea- . 
sure ? Have I placed them where their prin- 
ciples and morals were in danger ; and in my 
zeal for their temporal advantage, used no pre- 
cautions for guarding: the interests of their 
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souls ? Nay, have I been to tliem a positive 
example and guide to ungodliness ? Have 
they learned of me to neglect prayer, the study 
of the Scriptures, and the public, social and 
family worship of God— to despise all serious 
religion, and those who profess it — to indulge, 
not to mortify the sinful lusts of the flesh — to 
dissemble, to over-reach, to He, to swear? — 
What wonder, if your present washes and 
hopes for them are disappointed ; and that they 
cast a gloom over your declining years. Or, be 
it so, that they are industrious, active men of 
business, is this life to engross all a parent's 
anxieties ? Have you no interest in the souls 
of your children? Could you with indiffer- 
ence hear the judge of quick and dead pass on 
them the dreadful sentence : " Depart thou 
cursed.'' How will you feel, if their blooH be 
required at your hand ? How will you bear to 
hear the agonizing cries of your child, ruined 
by your neglect or unchristian example I The 
very thought is insupportable. May every 
ungodly, unnatural parent feel it now, and 
tremble for himself and his children, before the 
day for repentance, mercy and grace^ has passed 
away for ever ! 

You, my brethren, who have most anxiously 
at heart the eternal salvation of your children. 
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will feel much cause for humiliation^ cMi account 
of your many defects towards them, both in in- 
struction, discipline and example. You will be 
thankful that God*s mercy, through Christ,, can 
pardon these defects, and that his grace can 
overrule their evil tendency. If after all your 
endeavours and prayers, any of your children, 
are unpromising, do not despair. Wait, walk 
circumspectly, admonish and exhort ; hope and 
pray. You have many promises to encourage 
you to believe, that he who is become a recon- 
ciled Father to you, will "pour his spirit on 
your seed, and his blessing on your offspring." 
Perhaps long after you are numbered with the 
dead^ your prayers may be remembered, and 
the desire of your heart fulfilled. 

If,, by the grace of God, your children are 
now become the children of God by faith ia 
Christ Jesus, I am sure you will account it the 
highest favor which God could bestow upoit 
you. I know not so lovely a spectacle upon: 
earth, as to see parents and children united by 
one spirit, in the faith of Christ, and in the 
love and fear of God, running their heavenly 
race together. They are a blessing and a com- 
fiiwpt to one another. Their house is the temple 
of the Lewd, their hearts his altar ; their souls 
and bodies a living sacrifice to his glory. Peace^ 

p 
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joy, harmony and love, are in their dwellings. 
They are ripening together for heaven. And 
though they will be transplanted, at different 
times, into the paradise of God, the sorrows of 
separation will be relieved by the delightful 
assurance of soon meeting before the throne, to 
part no more. There the children will praise 
God for such parents, and for his blessing on 
their pious efforts; and the parents, admiring 
the grace and goodness of God to them and 
their offspring, will exclaim, in everlasting gra- 
titude and praise : " Behold we, and the children 
whom the Lord has given us^" 
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Honor thy father and.f*^ """*«" '^"^ % *'if? "^If^ ^ 
.^. . .rco ian(^ fvAecA the Lord thy God givetk thee* 

.1 HE duty which subsists between superiors 
and inferiors in the relation of parents and 
children having been considered, the duty of 
married persons properly claims our next atten- 
tion. As they are connected in the closest 
bond of union with each other, not to be 
separated but by death, and must contribute 
essentially to each other's happiness or misery, 
marriage is unquestionaibly one of the most 
important relations in social life. Marriage is 
an ordinance of divine appointment, instituted 
in the time of man's innocence ; and, when 
entered into with suitable qualifications for a 
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restless votary of dissipation and pleasure, but 
formed for the sober, rational, retired sphere of 
domestic life. And for the continuance of af. 
fection and happiness, there must be a suitable- 
ness in their taste, tempers, age, education and 
habits. Conjugal happiness, like the sensitive 
plant, shrinks from the slightest rudeness of 
touch ; and if the wills and humours of the 
parties clash, even though there be nothing 
positively blameable and sinful in either, peace 
and unity cannot be enjoyed. — But lastly on 
this head, and above all, in order to ensure 
real peace and worth of character, to possess 
the favor and blessing of God, and to reach at 
last those pure mansions of glory, " where they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage," i^ i« 
absolutely necessary, that both parties be truly 
and decidedly spiritually minded; that they 
have been brought to the knowledge of them- 
selves as fallen sinful creatures ; that the natural 
pride and self-will of their minds, and the 
worldliness, selfishness and depravity of their 
hearts be counteracted by the renovating in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit ; that they possess 
the humility, meekness and holy love which 
a justifying faith in the Lord .Jesus Christ in- 
spires; that they fear God, study and obey his 
will, and have their chief delight in communion 
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with him, and in doing good in their genera- 
tion. If both parties are destitute of a prin- 
ciple of true godliness ; walking in the " blind- 
ness of their hearts** and the " vanity of their 
minds ;" uninfluenced by the purifying grace of 
God and by the holy principles of the gospel of 
Christ ; what chance of happiness, when both 
will seek it, where it cannot be found ? What 
will there be to restrain their bad tempers and 
besetting sins from breaking out ? What will 
there be to sustain them in love and patience 
under crosses and afflictions ? What to fill up 
the dreary void in their time and hearts? 
What to constitute them, in exertion and ex- 
ample, the heads of a well-ordered Christian 
family ? When we consider what human na- 
ture is, and the utter absence of religious 
knowledge, principle and feeling, under which 
so many enter the marriage state, we can only 
ascribe it to the controlling providence and re- 
straining grace of God, that still more numerous 
instances of domestic strife and wretchedness do 
not occur. — Young persons, who really love 
their Saviour, and prefer their eternal to all 
secular interests, are strictly admonished by the 
word of God, and warned by painful example 
andiexperience, to " marry only in the Lord." — 
" Be ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
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believers : for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness ? what communion hath 
light with darkness? what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel?" I^et not such a 
person hope to gain over the other party in 
true conversion of heart to Christ, which is 
the work and prerogative of the Spirit of God 
only. The more usual result is, that the reli- 
gious party is hindered, frequently opposed and 
persecuted, and not seldom drawn back to the 
world, to sin and to perdition f 

II. But it is more than time, that we proceed 
to point out the duties of married persons ; and 
first, those duties which are common to husband 
and wife. It is required of married persons, 
that they be faithful to each other. In the 
marriage contract the parties solemnly vow, in 
the presence of God, that they wiE "live together 
after God's holy ordinance, and keep only to each 
other" till separated by death. But as all instances 
of conjugal unfaithfulness come under the cog- 
nizance and condemnation of the seventh com- 
mandment, I go on to observe, that their duty 
is, to love and bear with each other. As they 
" are no more twain but one flesh/' not to love 
each other, is not to love themselves. "He 
that loveth his wife/' (saith an Apostle) loveth 
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Mmself^ few no man ever hated his own iSes&; 
in order that mutual affection may stand the test 
of long and close intimacy, and may remain 
unimpaired amidst the trials and agitations of 
life, married persons should settle it in their 
minds, that they are united to persons subject, 
Kke themselves, ta mfirmities and defects, which 
they must bear with, in hope of the same in- 
dulgence. If good temper, forbearance and 
kind offices are neglected, afiection must lan- 
guish. They must not, with merciless keen- 
ness: detect, and with censorious severity 
dwell on the faults and failings of the party to 
whom they are united ; but distinguish and 
dwell upon their good qualities ; and so find 
cause of thankfulness to God> and of af&ction 
few the partner of their joys or their sorrows. 
Forgetfulness of what ought not 'to be remem- 
bered, becomes those who have so much to be 
forgiven of God. Instead of thwarting, op- 
posing and vexing each other, (the malignant 
enjoyment of proud, unfeeling, perverse minds>) 
they are called upon to bear with each others 
burthens, to sympathize in each others sorrowi^ 
and endeavour to be a^ comfort and an ** help 
meef' to each other. They must cheerfully 
eo-operate in discharging the duties, and sus* 
taining the cares of their family, shewing that 
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tbey have but one mind and one interest, 
uniting to rule their house well, and to bring 
up their children " in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord.** In vain, however, shall we 
look for those high principles that are to pro- 
duce the holy and " peaceable fruits of righte- 
ousness," but in hearts united to Christ by faith, 
and to eadi other by christian love, through 
the Holy Spirit. It is this divine principle 
alone, which humbles pride, corrects bad tem- 
pers, subdues those corruptions and removes 
those disorders in the mind, from which cold- 
ness and quarrels arise ; and which raises the 
taste above those expensive pleasures and dis- 
sipating amusements, wliich lay the foundation 
for remorse, dislike, weariness and perhaps 
want, at home. See you a married pair, truly 
spiritually minded, formed in their tempers to 
the " mind that was in Christ," enjoying reli- 
gious conversation, reading and prayer — ^re- 
joicing in every opportunity of shewing their 
love to God and their benevolence to man, and 
realizing together the *• blessed hope of eternal 
life" in glory, — there you will assuredly find a 
pure, refined, exalted; mutual affection. The 
image of Christ, reflected by both, generates in 
each for the' other an esteem, a regard, which 
has in it less of earth than heaven. This 
sacred affection, the evidence of faith, the fruit 
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of the Spirit, renovated each day at the throne 
of grace, ensures mutual tenderness, candour 
and kindness — relieves them from that weight 
of family cares and anxieties which they feel 
who know not God, and cannot cast their care 
upon him — sanctifies their difficulties and 
<5rosses to the good of their souls, and inspires a 
hope beyond the grave which bears th^ir spirits 
up. Blessed then are they, who are thus spiritu- 
ally united to Christ and to each other. They 
are truly helpers to each other in their tem- 
poral and spiritual concerns ; they are lovely 
and useful and exemplary in their lives, and in 
their deaths, they will not be long, or ever 
again divided. 

III. In addition to these reciprocal duties 
^nd dispositions, there are others peculiar to 
each. The husband, while he is affirmed in 
the word of God, to be the head of the wife, 
is commanded not to exercise towards her an 
overbearing tyranny, but to use his authority 
for her support, protection and comfort. ** The 
husband," says St. Paul, "is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of the church;" 
then he adds, ** Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it" He protects it with his daily 
care ; nourishes it with all spiritual blessings. 
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and comforts it with his presence and his love. 
After this example, the husband is to provide 
diligently, according to his ability, for the 
necessities and comfortis of his wife, as for him- 
self. Whatever he earns, whatever he possesses^ 
is as much hers as his own. He that expends 
on his own appetites and lusts, what he ought 
to share with her, is a profligate hard-hearted 
monster, detestable in the sight of God and 
man. — His love to her, after the same example 
of Christ to his church, must shew itself in a 
tender regard to the delicacy and w^eakness of 
her sex. To adopt an Apostle's languag^^ " he 
will not be bitter against her." He will give 
honor to her as the weaker vessel. He will 
not confine the expression of his affection to 
formal civility ; much less will he hypocritically 
put on the appearance of kindness io her in 
public, to be exchanged for neglect, harshness 
and unkindness at home. He will make her 
the partner of his joys, as well as of his cares ; 
disclose to her his concerns, and consult her as 
his truest friend. He will prove his affection 
by cultivating domestic habits, and by shewing 
that the highest enjoyment, which he derives 
from earthly sources, is found at home. 

The wife has her peculiar correspondent 
duties towards her husband. Ijt is repeatedly 
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enjoined, in the word of God, that she render 
to him suitable reverence and submission. 
" Nature," observes Dr. Paley, (from the pen 
of a christian moralist, we should have ex- 
pected, " the God of nature,") may have made 
and left the sexes nearly equal in their faculties* 
and perfectly so in their rights ; but to ^uard 
against those competitions, which equality, or 
a contested superiority, is almost sure to pro- 
duce, the christian scriptures enjoin upon the 
wife, that obedience which she here promises, 
in terms peremptory and ^absolute." " Let the 
wife be subject to her own husband in every 
thing, as the church is subject to Christ." The 
wife :should obey with cheerfulness ; not exhi- 
biting a peevish, haughty, obstinate, sullen, 
contradicting temper; but " the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, wrhich is, in the sight 
of God, of great price." I believe that many 
good husbands have been made bad, and all 
bad husbands worse, by the violent, reproach- 
ful, teasing, irritating behaviour of their wives. 
Should the conduct of husbands be ever so 
trying and cruel, a submissive, patient, affec- 
tionate deportment, especially if united with 
fervent prayer to God, in behalf of the offending 
party, is much more like to have a happy effect ; 
at all events, it best becomes a christian wife. 
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As the husband should be diligent and in- 
dustrious, the wife should be careful and 
economical. If she wish to have the affections 
and society of her husband, let her study to 
make home agreeable to him, by shewing that it 
is so to herself The Apostle thus describes some 
women that were a disgrace to their profession 
as christians, and a scandal to religion: "They 
learn to be idle, wandering about from house 
to house ; and not only idle, but tattlers also, 
and busy bodies, speaking things which they 
ought not." He directs the minister Titus, to 
^* warn the aged women to be in behaviour as 
becometh holiness ; and to teach the younger 
married women to be prudent, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their 
own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed." — ^Thus should the pious husband, 
after the labours and anxieties of his daily 
calling, find a comfortable retreat beneath his 
own roof. . And if portions of their leisure- 
intervals be devoted to innocent, cheerful, use- 
ful conversation ; to reading the scriptures and 
other good books, and to family worship; if their 
hearts are indeed purified by the grace of God, 
formed into his image and filled with his love ; 
and if their affections are supremely fixed on 
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the crown of glory which is laid up in Christ 
for his believing and obedient people, their 
time will not hang heavy on their hands. They 
will feel no desire to plunge into those empty 
and corrupting scenes of dissipation and plea- 
sure, to which numbers even of married per- 
sons, who know not God, nor the power and 
comforts of religion, are obliged to flee for 
refuge from themselves and from each other ; 
but, amidst all the decays of personal attraction, 
they will grow in pure affection, esteem and en- 
dearment, till they are separated, soon to meet 
again and part no more from the L(N*d or from 
each other. 

My brethren, will the above description apply 
to married persons generally of the present day ? 
Do they all seem to be living in perfect love and 
peace together, of one heart and one mind, 
travelling together towards the heavenly Zion, 
in the faith of Christ, in the fear of God, and in 
an exemplary discharge of the relative duties, 
which they owe to each other ? — Or is not a 
want of domestic comfort extensively visible ; 
and is not the cause of it to be found in a fail- 
ure of duty? — Enquire then, each for your- 
selves. Have any of you entered into this 
important connection, without possessing, or 
seeking in the object of your choice, those 
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qualifications which prepai'e their possess^ for 
a holy, happy life ? Does each husband among 
you faithfully keep his marriage vow ; love his 
wife, and comfort, "honor and keep her, in sick- 
ness and in health ?" Or does any one treat hiis 
wife with neglect or severity? Do you rob 
her of your society and money, to spend them 
in company, pleasure and sensual gratification ? 
Do you suffer haughty and impatient tempers 
to break out, and not rather endeavour to pre- 
serve her love and esteem, by kind and affeo- 
tionate behaviour?" 

As a wife, do you neglect to reverence and 
please your husband ? Do you spend in extra- 
vagance, what he earns by industry ? or do you 
irritate and disgust him by froward tempers 
and unkind language ; by indulgence in sloth. 
Or by the love of pleasure, dress and display; and 
not direct and manage your domestic concerns 
well ? In such cases, how can you expect but 
to be unhappy in each other ? The cause of 
your unhappiness, you may each be disposed 
to impute to the other : it may be justly so 
imputed in part ; but it is also to be looked for 
in yourselves. — Have you no pleasure in reli- 
gion ? — ^No impression of the value and danger 
of your souls? Do you derive no peace, hope, 
and joy, from faith in Christ your Saviour ; nor 
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feel the purifying, harmonizing influence of 
his love ? Have you no practical reverence for 
God — no trust in his providence — no submis- 
sion to his will, no strengthening aid from him 
in answer to prayer ? But are you still under 
the dominion of aU the pride, worldliness and 
selfishness of your fallen nature ? Then I must 
affirm the impossibility of your being uniformly 
and permanently happy in your own minds, or 
in each other, however amiable, in many 
respects, you both may be. You are seeking 
happiness from a source that cannot yield it, 
and with hearts that cannot enjoy it ; you want 
both the taste and materials for happiness. And 
all married persons who hear me must be con- 
vinced, how much they have to be forgiven^ 
for their defects in duty to each other ; and 
how much they have failed, in promoting the 
temporal comfort, and still how much more, 
in advancing the spiritual interests of their 
partners. If we regard the word of God, and 
know our own hearts, and recollect the particu* 
lars of our past lives, we shall find great 
cause to humble ourselves before God; to 
plead with him for Christ's sake, ^' to have 
mercy upon us ; and, for the future, to incline 
our hearts to keep this law.'* 
Let aU, then, who would glorify God by an 
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exemplary discharge of conjugal and other 
duties, ** seek first the kingdom of God'* into 
their hearts, by faith in Christ Jesus. The 
humble, thankful, spiritually-minded believer, 
who feels his Saviour's love, rejoices in his great 
salvation, and lives upon his grace, can alone 
steadily fill up any station of life in a truly 
christian manner. I affectionately exhort you, 
then, my married hearers, whom providence 
has elevated to a state of plenty and exemp- 
tion from labour, but who pass through many 
dull and weary hours, to seek from above the 
power and consolations of true religion^ Then 
you will be happy, and a blessing and comfort 
to each other. — I beseech you, whose lot is cast 
in lower and more difficult circumstances, to 
seek, in the enjoyment of the same blessings^ 
relief from your cares and anxieties. Rich in 
faith, resigned to the will, and confident in the 
care and love of God, and sustained and com- 
forted by his Spirit, your trials wUl become 
light ; your fretful, teasing passions, will sub- 
ade ; your perverse and crooked tempers will 
be subdued ; you will be able to bear with each 
other's peculiarities and infirmities, and a solid 
foundation will be laid for lasting peace and 
happiness. 

If any of you who " love the Lord Jesus 
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Christ in sincerity," are yoked to an unbelieving 
partner, your case is common, but difficult, 
espedally if you are the wife. Be not, how- 
ever, deterred from following the Lord Jesus 
Christ, faithfully, even though assailed with op- 
position and persecution from the person, who 
ought to be the sharer and helper of yoiw 
joy. Avoid every unnecessary cause of offence. 
Be not singular for trifles. Be meek and kind 
and concihatlng ; but be firm in holding faith 
and a good conscience.; and cheerfully bear 
your cross for Christ's sake, if he call you to take 
it up. To a blameless walk and affectionate for- 
giving temper, add fervent prayer. " Fot what 
knowest thou, O wife, whether," by the Lord's 
blessing on thy example, efforts and prayers^ 
" thou shalt save thy husband; or how knowest 
thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife." 
They may at least, be put to silence, when they 
behold your holy, consistent, blameless con- 
versation in Christ 

Ye, whose hearts are united to Christ by 
faith, and to each other in the bonds of christian 
love, should never cease to give thanks to God 
for the inestimable blessing of his mercy and 
grace conferred on you both, in Christ Jesus. 
Remember, you are intended to be the especial 
instruments of each others present comfor 
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everlasting happiness. Guard then against 
every thing that may diminish your mutual 
esteem and affection. Beware of being in any 
way, a snare and an hindrance, instead of a 
blessing ; but rather endeavour to edify each 
other, as " heirs together of the grace of life." 
Provoke each other only to love and to good 
works, in your Redeemer's service, and may 
the God of love and peace be with you. 



SERMON Vm. 

THS THIRD our 

THE FIPTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 12. 

Honor thy father and thy mother : that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. ' 

XT has already been remarked that, according 
to the explanation given in our church cate- 
chism, under this fifth commandment are con- 
tained all those duties, which one member of 
society owes to another, arising from their 
respective relations and stations in life. — In ad- 
dition, then, to those which subsist between the 
two great family relations — between parents and 
children, and between husbands and wives, 
already considered, there are others, which as 
members of the family of Christ, and of civil 
atociety, we are required to discharge. The 




126 

prindpal of these I shall endeavour to explain^ 
enforce and apply, in their order, 

A mutual duty of very great importance lies 
between masters and their servants^ apprentices 
and other dependents. Heads of families seern^ 
in general, far from being sufficiently aware of 
the charge and responsibility, which they take 
upon them, in receiving servants into their 
houses, and of the account they have to give 
to God for their conduct towards them. In 
judging how they must act, they are not to 
permit the maxims and practice of others to 
determine them, but conscience and the word 
of God. Little do they know or regard the 
will of God, who imagine that all they have 
to do with their servants, is to see that they are 
diligent and feithful in their service. If ser- 
vants owe many offices to them, they also owe 
many to their servants. — One duty of masters 
and mistresses of families is, to treat their ser- 
vants with kindness^ gentleness and civility. 
God has ordained in his providence that there 
shall be different ranks and orders of men : 
society could not otherwise exist. But the 
person in the humblest situation, if a real 
Christian, is as dear in the sight of God as his 
master. Let him discharge the duties of his 
station well, from love to the Lord thai bought 
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him, and from a desire to obey and gloriff 
God, and he will be as great in the kingdom of 
heaven as the christian monarch, who has 
adorned a crown. Our natural love of power 
is great, and we are prone to abuse it, and ta 
act with unfeeling selfishness towards those 
under our controL Hence some command and 
treat their servants as if they were slaves, or a 
lower species of beings made only for their 
convenience, like the horse or the dog ; and 
never appear satisfied with them, however 
anxious to please. But it is not more the duty 
of masters or mistresses than it is for their com* 
fort, interest and respectability, to endeavour ta 
gain the esteem, affection and confidence of 
their good servants. Such servants may, by 
kind, consistent treatment, be engaged to take 
a real interest in their welfare, and to serve 
them faithfully with all their power. If then 
you would shew yourselves to be possessed of 
the humble, meek and merciful mind that was 
in Christ ; and if you regard the word of God 
and desire to glorify him, and to secure your 
own domestic peace and comfort, exact no 
more labour from your servants, than is reason- 
able and moderate ; avoid all contemptuousness 
and harshness in words and manner ; all need- 
less suspicion and rebuke, as well as all un- 
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guarded familiarity. Be not perpetually 
blaming aud chiding them ; but with a steady, 
BQild and affectionate authority, exercise that 
rule which the providence of God has given 
you over them. — " Ye masters," says St. Paul, 
"forbear threatening," (that is, unkind, haughty, 
tyrannical language and conduct towards them.) 
The reason he gives should be decisive with 
us: "knowing that your master also is in 
heaven; neither is there respect of persons 
with him." If you judge the conduct of your 
servants with merciless severity, remember that 
you have a master, in heaven, who will soon 
judge you ; and among other things, for your 
treatment of your servants you must give an 
account to Him, who for your numberless of- 
fences must shew you mercy, or you perish. 
In order, then, that they may be accepted on 
that day, as the upright and hcJy followers of 
the Lamb, nmsters must be just, faithful, up- 
right towards their servants and dependents, 
'f Masters give to your servants that which is 
just and equal; knowing that ye also have a 
master in heaven." By just and equal or fitir, 
we are not to understand merely, that they 
must pay them their stipulated wages, and at the 
proper time ; but also afford to them all other 
necessiuy things for body and soul, which they 
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may reasonably expect from a chrisfian em- 
ployer. In a temporal sense, they may reason*- 
ably look to us, in health, for prefer food and 
rest ; and m sickness, infirmity or age, for our 
compassion and assistance; and at all times, for 
such a share in our confidence and regard, as 
their conduct entitles them to expect. In a 
spiritual sense, they have several urgent claims 
upon us. They are fellow creatures, fellow 
sinners, and in profession at least, fellow 
christians with their masters. Many of them 
are young, and need direction ; thoughtless, and 
need restraint ; faulty, and need reproof and 
correction; ignorant, and need instruction in 
the things that •* belong to their everlasting 
peace.** I am quite convinced that if masters 
and mistresses really discharged their duty as- 
the heads of a christian family, towards ser^ 
vants and others under their influence, a large 
portion of the ignorance, idleness, unfaithfut 
ness, vice and misery by which the inferior 
ranks of society are extensively unfitted for the 
duties of this life and for happiness in the next, 
W0uld> by the blessing of God on their ejfforts, 
be done away. As it is, when servants and ap. 
prentices are, in every hour of leisure, left ta 
themselves ; when no vice is checked, but such 
as immediately affects the master's interest; 
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when no religious idstruction is given ; nay 
when the example at the head of the family is 
decidedly against a religious and holy life, are 
we to wonder that so few good servants, so 
trained, are to be met with ; that so few possess, 
I need not say, any fear of God, any love of 
Christ, any thought for their souls, but even 
any moral principle. — What is the kitchen of a 
large, gay, fashionable family, filled with a 
number of servants, many of them pampered in 
a life of ease and plenty, who see nothing but 
dissipation in those they serve, lejft without 
family instruction, and prayer; hardly ever 
taken to the house of God ; compelled by un- 
necessary labour and service, to profane the 
sabbath ; and mixing with others as neglected, 
as corrupted, as themselves ; what is such a 
situation likely to be, but a nursery of ungod- 
liness, a hot bed of vice ; the members of it not 
only hardening and injuring each other, but 
infecting the neighbourhood with which they 
associate, — ^If ever the Lord be pleased to effect, 
in the great mass of our population, a reform of 
morals, and a revival of true and spiritual 
religion, it will be, by disposing heada of 
families, having first felt the power of reli^on 
on their own hearts, to attend to the duty, 
which they owe to the souls of their servants. 
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They will make their homes, each morning and 
night through the week, houses of prayer. 
They will read the holy Scriptures to their 
children and domestics. They will endeavour 
to instruct them in the knowledge of the way 
of salvation, and of their duties to God and 
man. Their wish and aim will be, that " no 
sinful person may dwell in their house f ' they 
will resolve, with the pious king of Israel, if 
they can accomplish their wish ; " He that 
leadeth a godly life, he shall be my servant** 
If, my brethren, those of you, who have ser- 
vants are not thus endeavouring by instruction, 
influence arid example, to be instruments of 
God in the salvation of their souls, be assured 
that you are sinning against Grod and them, in 
an awful and dangerous degree. If they perish 
in ignorance, which you have not , diligently 
endeavoured to remove; or in sins which you 
have never reproved, nay which, possibly, you 
may have occasioned or strengthened by your 
example, those servants will die in their iniquity, 
but their blood the Lord will require ait your 
hands. 

It appears, then, that no man can, in the 
just and most important sense of the term, be 
a good master, whose heart is not under the 
powerful influence of christian principles. And 
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brethren, but rather do them sa:Tice, because 
they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the 
benefit" of salvation through Christ, " that the 
name and doctrine of God and his doctrine be 
not blasphemed/' 

Again, diligence and industry are the ac- 
knowledged duty of those servants, who act 
from conscience and as in the sight of God. 
What can more strongly prove the absence of 
the fear of God, nay the want of a principle of 
common honesty, than the manner in which 
many servants and labourers conduct them- 
selves, when the eye of their employer is not 
upon them. A truly honest and conscientious 
person will just act the same, whether any or 
no man is near^ He knows that God is 
present with him, whose wrath he dreads; 
whose favor he values more than life. The 
grace of God disposes him " to do to otliers 
what," on exchange of condition, " he would 
wish them to do to him." He therefore serves, 
" not with eye-service, as a man-pleaser, but a& 
the servant of Christ his Saviour, doing the will 
of God from the heart, with good-mil doing 
service, as to the Lord and not to men." 

Servants, the Lord also requires of you that 
you be faithful to those you serve. This is a 
most material part of a servant's duty, and very 
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much transgressed. A servant, an apprentice 
or any one confidentially employed, is a wicked, 
unprincipled deceiver and cheat, if he waste 
his master's property by carelessness or ex- 
travagance ; if he take to himself, or dispose of 
to others, what he has no right to, even though 
it may seem of no great value or even useless 
to his employer ; if he do not, in every lawful 
way in his power, endeavour to promote his 
master's interest as he would his own ; or if 
he know his employer to be injured, and con- 
ceal the injury from him* " Exhort servants, 
not to purloin, but to shew all good fidelity 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God their 
Saviour in all things." Let me then earnestly 
entreat all servants who hear me, to examine 
faithfully your past character and conduct, by 
the duties, which I have set before you, fi-om 
the word of God.— Wherever you discover 
that you have been wanting in contentment, 
submission, respect, diligence and faithfulness, 
let the discovery convict you of sin before God 
against this commandment. Let it convince 
you that you need the atonement of your 
Redeemer's blood to cleanse your guilt away. 
Let it lead you, in your blessed Saviour's name^ 
to implore mercy of God for the past, and to 
pray earnestly for the Holy Spirit to give you 
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a new heart and holy principles. Tlien, blessed 
with the power of a divine faith, a sense of 
God's love and a hope of his glory, yott will be 
disposed cheerfully, conscientiously and faith- 
fully, to •* do your duty in that state of life, 
unto which it has pleased God to call you." 

Most important reciprocal duties^ arise out of 
several other relations of life : time will only 
allow ffie this evening, to advert, and that 
briefly to the duties which subsist between 
ministers and their people^ 

A minister of God's word has entered on a 
office, which for dignity, difficulty and respon- 
sibility, has no equal. He is the servant of the 
living God.^ — He is the ambassador of Christ, 
sent to this fallen, rebellious, condemned world, 
with the ministry of reconciliation committed 
to him. He is commissioned to make known 
the holiness, justice and mercy of God ; to 
warn sinners of their guilt,, danger and misery ; 
to preach Jesus Christ to them, in the glory of 
his person, the riches of his love and pity to 
us, the perfection of his righteousness and 
atonement, and the power of his grace ; to de- 
clare, that God in Christ has " reconciled the 
world to himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them," and to beseech penitent sinners to 
trust in the Redeemer, and be reconciled to 
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God; "that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and an inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in Christ/* By his 
ordination vows, he solemnly binds himself^ as 
a messenger, to be diligent ; as a watchman^ to 
be vigilant ; as a steward, to be faithful ; as a 
shepherd, to feed the Lord's family committed 
to his charge. The souls of his parish are at 
stake, and he will have to account solemnly to 
Grod, for his ministerial conduct towards every 
individual in it» If any perish through his 
negligence, misconduct or unfaithfulness^ he 
must answer for it. This is the solemn charge 
which the Lord gives by his prophet Ezekiel, 
and which should make every careless, un- 
faithful minister tremble for his own soul; 
f ' Son of man, I have made thee a watchman 
over the house of Israel, therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning 
from me. When I say to the wicked^ thou 
shalt surely die, and thou givest him not 
warning, nor speakest to warn the widced from 
his wicked way, to save hisr life; the same 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood will I require at thine hand." Brethren^ 
what minister, who believes the biUe he 
preaches, who has any love for Christy any 
sense of the value of an immortal soul» any 
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ooxxipassibn for sinful men, any anxiety for His 
own future safety, any conscience, any principle 
of integrity and hionesty in his breast, can hear 
such a charge, and not feel his awful responsi- 
bility ? Who shall dare to shun to declare tlie 
whole counsel of God, in all its parts and in its 
just proportions? Who would be found guilty 
of the murder of souls, by suppressing the:* 
truth, or " handling the word of God deceit- 
fully ?" If, my dear brethren, we desire to save 
ourselves and those that hear us, we must not 
heal the wounds of their consciences falsely, by 
" speaking peace to them, when there is no 
peace." We must lay open to their view the 
dieep depravity of our fallen nature. We must 
labour to convince them of tKeir own personal 
sins, that they may be humbled before God, 
and stirred up to " flee froiii the' wrath to 
come." We must then point them to the cross of 
Christ, and to the free pardon, love and grace of 
God purchased by his precious blood. Know- 
ing the justice and the terrors of the Lord, we 
must persuade and en<jourage the contrite sin-- 
l»r to believe in Jesus Christ, and to seek the 
remission of his sins and the sanctification of 
his heartJ We must shew to the professing . 
christian, how " the grace of God, which has 
brought salvation to his soul, teaches him to 
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deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously and godly in this present 
world." Our public stated labours we must 
discharge with seriousness of spirit, with faithful- 
4iess in dqctrine and simplicity of language, with 
kindness of manner, and " soundness of speech 
which cannot be condemned, rightly dividing 
the word of truth." — But if we wish to s^hew our- 
jselves approved of God as faithful pastors, our 
labours among you must not be confined to the 
pulpit. A good shepherd, not only feeds Jhis. 
5heep that collect around him, but will seek out 
those that still wander from thie fold.i the 
diseased he will endeavour to strengthen ; the 
4$ipk to heal, and to seek that wluch was lo5t 
An Apostle commands us not only to " preach 
the word, but to be instant in season and out 
of season, and to reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long suffering and doctrine," iaccompanying 
all our efforts with fervent prayer, for the 
blessing of God's Holy Spirit upon them. And, 
lastly, we must neither be ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, nor by unholy and unbecom- 
ing conduct, dishonor and injure his cause. 
Our daily care must be, if we wish God to make 
us useful in saving souls, to shew ourselves. 
•♦ patterns of good works, giving no o£fence m 
any thing that the ministry be not blamed-*" 
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Such, my dear hearers, is a hcusty sketch of 
our duty to you- — ^And what is your duty 
towards us ? It is briefly this^ To receive us^ 
not as fallible and imperfect men, as we are, 
and of like passions and infirmities as your* 
selves, but as the ambassadors of Christ, and 
stewards and dispensers of the 'mysteries and 
truths of God ; to bear with our many defects; ta 
countenance us in our arduous office ; to hear 
us without partiality and prejudice; to re-, 
ceive our word, as far as it agrees with the 
Holy Scriptures, " not as the word of man, but 
as it is in truth, the word of the living God ;" 
to shew by your spirit and walk, that you 
have received it in the love and power of it ; 
and to pray for us, that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom is treasured up all fulness of grace, 
would make us faithful and wise stewards, not 
" preaching ourselves but Jesus Christ the Lord ;'' 
and would pour down his abundant blessing 
on our labours. 

Let me now, then, in the last place, entreat 
you all to examine well, whether you are dis- 
charging your duty, in your relation to those 
who labour among you in the ministry* Are 
you disposed to listen to those that are com- 
missioned to speak to you the word of God, with 
seriousness, candor and simplicity of heart? 
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Do you hear our message from the Lord "with 
meekness, and receive it with pure affection ?" 
— Or do any come rather to criticize than to 
profit — making invidious comparisons between 
one preacher andanother^and fastidiously taking 
exceptions against the manner, or the style of 
your minister, as if he were an actor on a stage, 
and as if you had come to the house of God only 
to be pleased and amused ? This is not the spirit 
of a christian hearer, and you are not to wonder 
if you be sent empty away. — Do any take 
offence at the plainness of speech and faithful- 
ness of application, in which they are entreated 
to repent, and to turn from sin and the* world to 
the living and true God, that they may be 
saved ? If you consider the necessity that is 
laid upon us, and the woe that is denounced, if 
we preach not the Gospel ; and if you give us 
any credit for sincerity in the expressions of 
our concern for your immortal happiness, your 
displeasure will be changed into surprize, that 
we are so cold and formal ; that our labours are 
not more abundant ; and that, in the strong 
language of an Apostle, we do not " travail in 
birth for our people, till Christ be formed in 
them." The most earnest, faithful and devoted 
of the Lord's ministers most sensibly feel how 
much they have need to implore his mercy and 
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forbearance towards them. They are well con- 
-vinced that it is not for an excess, but a want 
of zeal in the cause of Christ and pf ^ouls, tliat 
they have to look for indulgence from their 
people and pardon from their God. Brethren, 
while it becomes us solemnly to taike heed tow 
and what we speak, it is yours to take heed» 
how you hear. " He that .despiseth us, 
despiseth hini that sent us.'* Pray, then, each 
«abbath morning, before you come into the 
house of God, that he will incline yxxu, by his 
Holy Spirit, to "receive with meekness the 
engrafted word which is able to save your 
souls." Let the glorious gospel of Christ sink 
deep into your hearts, and so produce in you 
the fruits of faith and holiness, that they who 
watch over you and must give an account at 
the last day, may do it " with joy and not with 
grief;" that they may not have the distressing 
task of being " swift witnesses against you" to 
your destruction ; but that you may be their 
** crown of rejoicing in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming." 

Finally, brethren, we beseech you pray for 
us, that we may be endowed with every 
necessary gift and grace ; that we may " do the 
work of an Evangelist well," and both by life 
and doctrine, "make full proof pf our ministry." 



Fray that they, who have been this day set 
apart to the sa»ed office,* may go to their 
respective charges "in the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel of Christ." Pray that 
the number of faithful labourers in the Lord's 
vineyard, may so6n be multiplied a thousand 
fold. Pray that the kingdom of our Redeemer 
may be speedily erected in all places, where 
" Satan's seat" now is ; that real believers may 
be edified in knowledge, faith, hope, peace and 
holiness ; and that millions; out of every kindred 
and tongue and people and nation and lan- 
guage, may be added to Christ's real church, of 
such as shall be everlastingly saved. ' 



• This Bermon wu preachefi on the evening of the day, when an 
Ordinalion had been held at BishopthM^, bj Uie truly Yenenblt 
AichbUbop of York - 



SERMON iX. 

THE FOURTH OK 

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. IS. 



Honor ihy father and thy mother : thai thy dayi may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

XN explaining the Christian duties which 
God requires of his people under this ex- 
tensive commandment, I have already noticed 
the principal of such as have reference to 
families, and to the church of Christ. Those 
only now remain for our consideration which 
bear on the relations of civil life, and on some 
subordinate connections between individuals in 
society. 

A mutual obligation, of great importance^ 
and in which we are all concerned, lies between 
rulers and subjects. I shall endeavour to state 
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to you the duties of each, especially of subjects, 
as more immediately bearing upon ourselves. 
Let not^ny of my ^hear^^j be alarmedi I^ 
not ta preach a political ^sennqn. , :; J; sjiap x?nly 
6lM€ftv^our to shew: ; what the word oC-Gpd de- 
scribed to be the duty of a christian ruler and 
a christian subject, be the existing form,; of 
government what it may. — Had man been 
possessed of his primitive innocence, and dis- 
posed to love God with all his heart, and his 
fellow-creature as himself; had sin not planted 
in his fallen nature the seeds of pride, ambition, 
selfishness, covetousness, malice, envy, hatred, 
cruelty, together with a legion of sensual 
depravities, governments and laws would not 
have been so necessary to restrain the vile and 
protect the helpless. As human nature now is, 
without authority in states, in cities and in 
families, society could not exist ; order, peace 
and security would be banished from the earth. 
In every age and country, therefore, except 
among pure savages, the necessity for some 
kind of government has been confessed. God 
has not determined in his word, what should 
be its precise form; that is left to circumstances 
and to human choice. But it is his will, as the 
wise and gracious Lord of all, that civil autho- 
rity should exist under some form. And as all 

V 



tliiMgs, that take place on earth, are under the 
direction or permission of his providence, 
wherever a government is established, while it 
exists, and till they, who are competent, under- 
take, by legitimate means, to alter it, it is to be 
considered and respected as God's sovereign ap- 
pointment. Hence we read, that '• there is no 
power but of God; the powers that be are ordain- 
ed of God." — Civil rulers are either such as are 
chief in authority, or magistrates, who act un- 
der that authority. Let us first trace the duty 
of each, and then our duty to them. 

The chief ruler in our land, is the king, pos- 
sessed, however, of but limited power. The 
two houses of parliament are associated with 
Wm, in the enactment of laws; and together 
with him constitute the great legislative supre- 
macy of the land. 

Now it is the dutv of our leffislature from 
time to time to make, alter and repeal laws for 
the public good. It is the duty of the supreme 
ruler, not to use his power for gratifying liis 
own pride and ambition, but to consult the 
real interests and happiness of his subjects, to 
govern them with wisdom, justice and mercy, 
to punish evil doers, and to comitenance and 
protect and employ them that do well. As a 
christian monarch, he should endeavour to 
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promote the honor of God, and the advance- 
ment and security of true religion in his realms ; 
and by his example and influence, like David, 
Hezekiah, and Josias ; like the late venerable 
George the third ; and may I not add, like our 
present amiable and beloved Sovereign, he 
should "ever seek God's honor and glory, and 
study to preserve the people committed to his 
charge in wealth, peace and godliness." — It is 
equally the duty of inferior magistrates to 
exert the authority, with which they are in- 
vested, " for the suppression of wickedness and 
vice, and for the maintainance of true religion 
and virtue." Such a magistrate is a public 
blessing. "When the righteous are in au- 
thority the people," the virtuous part of the 
community "rejoice," and vice is appalled ; but 
^* when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn," and depravity in its most loathsome 
forms, comes forth with unblushing front, to 
disgust and to corrupt, in open day. 

If a magistrate content liimself with punish- 
ing and putting down those crimes only, which 
affect the lives or property of men, but take no 
steps, by putting the laws in force, to suppress 
sabbath-breaking, profaneness, intemperance, 
tind lewdness, he betrays his trust in the service 
of God and of society, and God will bring him 
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to judgment for bearing the magisterial sword 
in vain. 

But we proceed to the duty of subjects. — In 
tlie word of God, from which a real christian 
is willing, with profound submission, to learn 
his civil and political obligations, as well as all 
his other duties, the general rule for a subject's 
conduct is stated in terms sufficiently clear and 
express : ** Let every soul be subject to the 
higher powers." The Holy Scriptures also 
define the reason and principle on which that 
submission is founded. We are to be subject, 
not merely because some kind of government 
appears to us to be expedient for the public 
good and our own ; or because we dread the 
punishment of disobedience, or the danger of 
national disturbance or calamity, should the 
government of our country be overturned ; but 
we are to yield subjection and obedience to our 
rulers, as an act of religious resignation and 
submission to the providence of God. — " The 
powers that be are ordained of God. Who- 
soever, therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God : and they that resist, 
shall receive to themselves damnation.'* " Ye 
must needs be subject, not only for wrath 
(that is, through dread of loss and punishment) 
but also for conscience' sake.'* 
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As a general rule, then, unquestionably, 
obedience to government is an express scripture 
duty ; and every one, who respects the word of 
God, will be a dutiful subject to his govern- 
ment; he who fears God, will honor the 
king. — ^But it is asked: Does the word of 
God insist on thorough passive obedience? 
Is there no limitation to this duty, no exception 
to this law ? If acts of oppression and 
encroachment on my civil liberties be at- 
temptedi am I tamely to acquiesce ? If over- 
whelming public burthens be imposed, or if my 
privileges and rights, in matters of religion, be 
invaded, am I silently to bear them ? If an- 
other form of government appear to me prefer- 
able, may I not try to remove the worse, to 
make way few the better ? — The proper answers 
to such questions seem to be these : 

1 . It is not only right, but perhaps a public 
duty, if aggrieved, to adopt lawful and peace- 
able measures for redress ; but then, 

2. If every individual were at liberty to rise 
up against the laws and government of his 
country, whenever they may appear to be con- 
trary to his notions of equity and right, it would 
follow that every individual was at liberty to 
erect himself into a judge, not only on the con- 
duct of his rulers, but also on the suitableness of 
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the laws; on such a principle, every individual in 
the nation would be entitled to determine for 
himself, when to obey, when to disobey ; and 
the stability of all government would be at an 
end. 

S. All violent measures are, doubtless, the 
Tery resistances which the scriptures condemn 
as sin and rebellion against God. 

4. The real christian will be the last to com- 
plain, censure and resist. He knows that it is 
foolish to expect perfection on earth : no man 
can reasonably demand it in others, till he first 
exhibit it in himself. A sincere follower of 
<3hrist, therefore, no more expects the rulers and 
laws of hi« land to be faultless, than any other 
man or work of man. If aggrieved, he considers 
that God may be pleased to exercise his faith, 
patience and resignation in this way as well as 
any other, — The kingdom of his blessed Lord, 
and his own chief treasure are not of this 
world ; and he is more disposed to view, and to 
bless God for, the many undeserved privileges 
and mercies civil and religious, which he enjoys, 
than to be restless under the few light things 
which he might wish to be otherwise. And 
this leads to the further obvious remark, that 
of all communities in the world, that have 
been, or that are, real christians under the 
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British constitution have the least cause for 
dissatisfaction, the largest reasons for content* 
ment and for gratitude to God. What other 
subject ever enjoyed such security in property, 
freedom of person, and liberty of conscience ? 
If then to any people upon earth the command 
of the inspired Apostle applies, it applies to 
Britons : " Put them in mind that they be sub- 
ject to , principalities and powers." And the 
force of this command will derive, if possible^ 
additional weight, from considering the time 
and circumstances under which it was uttered. 
The first disciples of Jesus were not dwelling 
under the gentle and protecting sceptre of a 
christian prince. The brutal Nero was at that 
time destroying them, by hundreds under 
every variety of torture, which savage in- 
genuity could invent ; and yet it is admitted, 
that there is no proof on record of any disaf- 
fected sentiments among the primitive converts. 
And surely those christians were actuated by 
the true spirit of scriptural obedience to Gk)d, 
who, about two hundred years after ^Christ, 
made to the Emperor and to the world, by 
their pastor, the following declaration : " We 
pray for the Emperor, for the ministers of state, 
for the prosperity of the age, for the quietness 
of affairs, and for the continuance of their lives 
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and government ; that God would give them 
a long life, a secure reign, an undisturbed house, 
powerful armies, faithful senators, liohest sub- 
jects^a quiet people, arid indeed, whatevisT they 
can wish for as men and princes.** 

I would now request you, my dear hearers, each 
to examine, how far, and on what principles, 
you are discharging this important relative duty. 
Are you cheerfully yielding subjection t6 the 
king as supreme ; and that in obedience to tiie 
wiD and command of Grod, under whose provi- 
dence government exists, the king reigns, and 
the blessings of social life are secured to you ? 
We have the happiness, at present, to live in 
quietness and peace, you know it has not 
always been so. The nation is just now blest 
with uncommon prosperity; with abundant 
commerce, fruitful seasons and favourable har- 
vests ; and streams of plenty carry subsistence 
and comfort down into every comer and 
cottage of the kingdom.* No wonder, then, that 
there is no commotion in the country, ''no 
complaining in our streets.** We are not, how- 
ever to attribute our tranquillity, I fear, to any 
great religious improvement in the great body of 



* Little did the preacher or the people, at the time, apprehend the 
ffudden rereive, which now afflicta the nation t 
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the people. When God saw fit, lately to visit 
us with public distress and calamity, for our 
national sin and ungodliness; then clamour 
and disloyalty, faction and treason, disgraced 
and distracted the laiid. But amidst all this, 
might not our rulers have pleaded in the words 
g£ Moses and Aaron ; *' your murmuring is not 
Against us, but against the Lord." — It ori- 
ginated, in trudi, in a spirit of rebellion against 
the God of providence : the proof of which was 
the awful £ict, that infidelity, and blasphemy 
against God mid against his Christ, went hand 
in hand with disaffection to Gk)vemment ; the 
spirit of the day breathed opposition «id defi- 
ance to all authority of God and man. And 
can we doubt that a return of such trying times 
would revive the same spirit, language and out- 
rage in men of corrupt, unhumbled and un- 
godly minds? Brethren, let this teadi us, 
that nothing but christian principle can ensure 
a conscientious discharge of this and every 
relative duty. Pride and sdf-will must be 
subdued^ The love of God and man must be 
implanted in the heart by the Holy Spirit ; — 
the soul must be humbled and transformed at 
the foot of the crom ; it must there be oiicified 
with Christ to the power of sinful passions and 
to ihe^ inordinate love of the world; the will 

X 
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must be brought into subjection to the will of 
God, and the affections fixed on heaven ; then it 
will be as easy to '* render unto* Caesar the 
things which are Caesar's^, as unto God the 
things which are God's.'* Oh then let us seek, 
from the God of all grace, more of the heavenly 
mind of Christ, and of the primitive christian^ 
that we may be able to adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in this^ as in every other 
branch of holy obedience. — If, my brethren, you 
possess the spirit of ^christian subjects^ you will 
shew it in the following particulars : You will 
honor and respect the king in his person and 
government, and all that are put in authority 
under him as magistrates for the punishment 
of evildoers. You will not imitate the " jwe- 
sumptuous and self-willed," who ** despise domi- 
nion, nor are afraid to speak evil of dignities,** 
and to revile the rulers of God's people. You 
will treat their infirmities, frailties and errors 
with the same tenderness and candour, which a 
good son would exercise towards his father* 
You will make a conscience of contributing all 
that the laws claim of you, in support of 
government and the administration of public 
affairs ; — " rendering tb all their dues ; tribute, 
to whom tribute is due; custom, to whom 
custom ; fear, to whom fear ; honor, to whom 
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l^onor.** And lastly^ you will not cease to pray 
for your king and his government, according to 
the direction of the Apostle : " I exhort, that 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving ^f thanks be made for all men ; for 
kings, and all that are in authority; that 
under them we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty; for this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour." 

There now remain only the relative duties 
subsisting between individuals, as inferiors* 
superiors and equals ; these my time compels 
jne to specify in a brief manner. 

Ye younger in years, it is your beseeming 
duty to give honor and respect to age. Age 
attains, or ought to attain, to experience, wis- 
dom, sound principles and good <;onduct ; and 
" the hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be 
jFound in the way of righteousness.*' — ^Your's is 
;the season of strong passion, weaJ^ reason, for- 
ward self-confidence and ill-informed judgment. 
— ^You should, therefore, hearken to the voice 
of age, resolving with young Elihu; "Days 
«hall speak to me, and multitude of yesffs shall 
teach me wisdom." In the Levitical law it was 
enjoined ; " Thou shalt rise up before the hoary 
head, and honour the face of an old man, and 



fear thy God: I am the Lord.** And tliough 
infirmity of body or mind be come upon bim, 
still it is your duty, especially if he is your 
parent or relative, to treat him with tenderness, 
and not to abate your reverence and cheerful 
attention to him. 

Ye, who are advanced in years, hold an impor- 
tant relation to the young that are around you, 
They, under God, will, in a great measure be 
what you make them by your influence and 
and example." — With this view, St. Paul re- 
quires that " aged men be sober, grave, tem- 
perate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience," 
If any of you, though far advanced in years, 
are destitute of religious knowledge, thought- 
less about your souls, ignorant of Christ, and 
of a work of grace on your hearts ; if, though 
grey hairs and growing infirmities mark you 
out as sure and early victims of death, you are 
still exhibiting the thoughtless levity of youth, 
still given up to a life- of covetousness and 
earthly care, or of worldly pleasure and sen- 
suality, without repentance, without prayer, 
without the love of God, without every pre- 
parative for death and for heaven, you are not 
only deliberately destroying your own soul, 
but doing all you can to draw down all within 
your sphere tp endless misery after you. — My 
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dear aged hearers, if you have any love to 
Christ, any zeal for God, any feeling for im* 
mortal souls, let it be your daily study, so to 
employ the evening of your life, that you may 
leave not a curse, but a blessing on the next 
generation, and through it on generations yet 

unborn. 

I proceed to inferiors in rank and circum* 
stances in life. Brethren, when tempted to dis- 
contentment with your lot, remember that it U 
God, who has placed you where you are. Envy 
-not, then, them that are above you, but honor 
those on whom God has put honor. Think 
not that a man must be happy, because 
he rolls in plenty and shines in splendor. A 
coronet, ot a crown cannot guard from anxiety, 
vexation, affliction and disease, upr cure a 
broken heart. Rank and wealth are great 
snares, and surrounded with vehement temp- 
tations to love the world and forget God, so 
that it is hard for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Seek, then, to be rich in 
faith, in the graces of the Holy Spirit, in the 
peace of God, and in the blessed hope of eternal 
life ; then will you possess that which princes 
may soon envy, and witliout which the greatest 
will be mean, and the richest poor indeed. 

Superiors in wealthy, rank, authority and 
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learning, occupy in society a station of vast 
responsibility. God has put talents of great 
influence into their 4iands ; of them, therefore, 
much will be required. Their example 
is extensively felt, and operates powerfully 
among their families, connections, servants 
and dependents. — When men of weight suid 
distinction are men of piety and holy living ; 
when they worship God in their houses, 
sanctify his sabbaths, discountenance vice and 
ungodliness, and promote the cause of Christ 
and of spiritual religion in their spheres, the 
happiest effects are discernible; they become 
eminent servants of God, public blessings, teue 
patriots, real friends and benefactors of their 
country and of their kind. — ^But when, un- 
happily, their influence is thrown into the 
opposite scale ; when the worship and acknow- 
ledgment of God are banished from their 
dwellings, and real religion treated with con- 
tempt ; when the Lord's day is profaned by 
visits, travelling, pleasure and conviviality, and 
their poor servants are kept away from the 
house of God, to make the sabbath a day of 
labour and dissipati(Hi of mind ; what is to be 
expected, through the wide range of their 
malignant influence and example, but ig- 
norance, ungodliness and vice ! Who can con- 
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template the manners of many of the great, 
imitated, alas ! to an alarming extent by their 
inferioi's, especially their mode of employing 
the appointed day of holy rest, as it is weekly 
proclaimed through the country in our public 
prints, and not exclaim with just apprehension • 
•* Will not God visit us for these things, and 
will not his soul be avenged on a nation*' so 
favoured, so ungrateful, so wicked as this ? 

Lastly, as eqiials, my christian hearers, being 
the adopted children of the same Father, mem- 
bers of the same Saviour, subjects of the same 
Spirit, fellow-suflferers under the same trials and 
weaknesses, fellow-soldiers against the same 
enemies, fellow-heirs of the same glory, you owe 
a daily duty to each other. If the Spirit of God 
has renewed your hearts, and the love of Christ 
has expanded your affections, you will take a 
lively interest in the welfare, particularly in the 
eternal welfare of all around you. Towards all, 
you will cultivate a spirit of love, tenderness, 
candour, kindness, meekness and patience; you 
will " bear one another's burthens and so fulfil 
the law of Christ." 

Such, my brethren are the principal relative 
duties, which we owe to each other, and which 
every truly regenerate, justified believer in Jesus 
will conscientiously and cheerfully endeavour to 
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perform. We cannot reflect on them and on 
ourselves, without being deeply sensible, how 
lamentably We have failed in every one. We 
must be convinced, that not by "works of 
righteousness which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy God must save us;" that we 
must be ^'justified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus," if ever 
we be justified at all. But, at the same time, 
that we trust in the atonement and righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ alone for acceptance with 
Grod, as unprofitable and sinful servants, yet if 
Ive are in a state of salvation, we shall as 
earnestly endeavour, and as fervently seek the 
aid of the Holy Spirit to enable us, to discharge 
all the duties of the christian life, as if oiu* titile 
to heaven, and our sentence at the last day, 
wholly depended on our performance of them. 
In that case the double petition annexed by 
dtir church to the repetition of each command- 
ment, will express the sincere feeling and 
prayer of our souls on a review of the extensive 
contenits of this : " Lord have mercy upon us, 
and incline our hearts to keep this law.** 



SERMON X. 

THE SIXTH COMMANDxMENT. 



Exodus xx. 18. 
Thou shaU not kill. 

\j E cannot too often renew the impression 
on our minds, that the ten commandments of 
God, were given to us his fallen, sinful crea- 
tures, for two ends : first, that being powerfully 
impressed by his Holy Spirit on our con- 
sciences, they should convince us of our guilt 
and danger, and so prepare us to seek his par- 
doning mercy, through faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ: and seccHidly, that we being thus 
justified by faith, and having peace with God, 
they should be the model and rule, by which 
we should endeavour, through the help of his 
grace, to form our hearts and lives to his glory. 
— We must also bear in mind the solemn truth, 
as affirmed by our blessed Lord himself in his 

Y 
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explanation of this commandment,* that the 
eternal law of God not only takes cognizance 
of our words and actions, but extends to our 
thoughts, tempers, appetites, passions and 
motives. We must further recollect, that real 
religion does not consist in negatives; not to 
have committed actual sin, is not to be posi- 
tively holy : consequently, when the law of 
God forbids any sin, it thereby requires and 
commands that christian grace or action which 
is opposite to the sin forbidden. 

With these preparatory remarks, we proceed 
to the consideration of the sixth command- 
ment. 

The four first commandments detail the re- 
newed, justified christian's duty to God in love, 
trust, submission, service and worship. The 
fifth contains our various duties to our fellow- 
creatures arising fi-om our several relations in 
life. We now come to the duties which man 
owes to man generally, in doing him no harm, 
and promoting his good. And as life is the 
most valuable of all possessions, this command- 
ment guards the life: "Thou shalt not kill.'* 
This, like all the rest, will be found to be ex- 
ceedingly broad. If the Lord be pleased to 

•SeeMatt. V. 21, 22. 
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dispose us to try ourselves faithfully by it, 
horrible as is an act of murder, and detestable 
as is the person and character of a murderer, 
we shall all find that even under this com- 
mandment we have great reason to implore of 
God for Christ's sake, " to have mercy up<m 
us." This commandment condemns as sin, as 
a decree and species of murder, whatever has a 
direct or indirect tendency to injure the natural 
and spiritual life of ourselves or others ; and by 
implication, enjoins what has a tendency to 
preserve them. I shall 

I. Notice the sins which have in them the 
nature of murder on the natural and bodily life 
of ourselves or others : 

II. Those which injure the spifitual life, the 
health and salvation of the soul. 

I. We take first those sins which affect our 
own lives. ^ 

The sin expressly condemned in this case, is 
suicide, self-murder. When committed by a 
person not decidedly insane, it is an act of such 
daring rebellion against God, as, from the spirit 
and temper which resolve upon it, and from its 
leaving no room for repentance, had the 
wretched being committed no other sins, seems 
effectually to cut him off from all possibility of 
salvation. Our lives belong to him who gave 
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them. He formed us for his own glory. He 
has planted in our breasts an instinctive love of 
life and dread of death. He wills that we abide 
in life, till he see fit to call us hence. We may 
therefore, no more cut short our own life, than 
that of another man's ; for in fact, it is not our 
own, but God's. But it is not necessary, to 
constitute the sin of self-murder, that suicide be 
committed at one act. — If a man bring death 
upon himself, it makes no difference in the 
guilt, by what means he brings it on, or how 
long he is in effecting it; nor whether he mean 
to destroy his life or no, if death be the natural 
obvious consequence of his actions. What 
then is the conduct of the person, who yields 
to excessive gi'ief and distress of mind under 
any cross or affliction, who pines away under 
disappointed pride and ambition, or anxious 
worldly cares, or who exhausts his bodily 
strength with excessive labour, and watchful- 
ness ; what is such a person's conduct but a 
kind of self-destruction ? — All intemperance in 
the indulgence of the appetites has in it the 
nature of self-murder. If we eat to excess, in 
variety or quantity, the body is oppressed, not 
refreshed ; and if this be habitually done, the 
powers both of body and mind are weakened, 
and disease and early death are the usual con- 



sequence. Drunkenness is a most deliberate 
and effectual kind of suicide. A drunkard is 
not impelled to destroy himself by some sudden 
violence of passion, as Judas by a distracted con- 
science, or Saul by the agonies of despmr ; but 
as if cooly determined on his fatal purpose, 
though he knows that "no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him," and that he his 
destroying soul and body at once, he repeats 
the poisonous draught, and seldom desists till 
death puts a period to his excesses. And her^ 
we must not confine the remark to those only 
who drink to actual intoxication. Whenever 
this indulgence is carried to excess, the effects 
and the sinfulness are proportionate. The con- 
vivial man, who is in the habit of taking more 
than the niles of temperance require, though 
never drunk, is still a drunkard ; and disease 
and untimely death number him with self- 
destroyers. If, then, brethren, we would escape 
the misery of a broken constitution, a torment- 
ing conscience, a premature old age, or an early, 
sudden and hopeless death, and the curse of 
God denounced against murderers, we must 
abstain from excessive indulgences, and " keep 
our bodies in temperance, soberness and 
chastity." We must seek our enjoyments i 
spiritual consolations. We must have oi 
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hearts at once cheered and refined by divine 
love, by a purifying faith in Christ Jesus> and 
by the sublimating expectation of heavenly 
glory. Our confidence and our portion must 
be in God as our Father in Christ. We shall 
then be able to cast our trials and sorrows upon 
him, and be delivered from wasting care and 
fretful anxiety. — Having " put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ" as our righteousness and example, 
we shall " not make provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof.'* We shall be enabled, 
by God's grace, to keep under the body, and all 
tormenting sensual passions ; we shall not 
make " a god of our belly ;" we shall " not be 
drunk with wine wherein is excess, but be filled 
with the spirit," and shall find " godliness profit- 
able, for all things, having the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come.** 
2. The taking away the life of 9l feUow^recb- 
ture is expressly forbidden. Deliberate murder 
is, by the laws of almost every civilized country, 
punished with death, agreeably to the divine 
decree : " Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed." Of wilful direct 
murder, but few are guilty ; and was not the 
commandment of more extensive import, few 
of us, if any, would have need to adopt the 
response as applicable to ourselves : " Liord 
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have mercy upon me/' But, as in the case of 
self-destruction, a man may be actually guilty 
of murdering another, though he do not effect 
his death at once, and though he may have no 
direct desire or intention of taking away life, 
if he do that which is known to have a tendency 
to affect and destroy life. Though he does not 
commit intentional murder on his neighbour's 
person, yet if by his conduct, influence or 
example, he contribute to injure that person's 
health, or to shorten his days, so far as he pro- 
duces this effect, he is guilty of murder. If 
then, instead of contributing, wrhen in our 
power, to the reputation, comfort and pros- 
perity of. those around us, we withhold what is 
due, when in our power to give : if by hard- 
hearted covetousness we suffer them to pine in 
want and disease ; if we wound their character, 
and blast their peace, by slander and misrepre- 
sentation, or vex them by persecution and 
oppression, and thereby embitter their days, 
injure their health, and shorten their existence, 
we are far from being guiltless under this law. 

If any of you are in the habit (and such a 
habit, it is well known, prevails much in this city) 
of meeting others, and running with them into 
excessive and intemperate conviviality, you are 
partakers in each others sins — and if any of your 
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partners in such irregularities, have fallen vie* 
tims to the effects of that intemperance, you 
share with them in the guilt of the ruin brought 
on their bodies and souls. In such a case, your 
conscience ought to smite you with anguish. 
Except your sin be repented of in deep contri- 
tion, and washed away in the blood of Jesus» 
the Lord God will certainly not acquit you, on 
the day of judgment, of deliberate, and, there- 
fore, of aggravated murder. This may appear 
a strained application of the law of God 
to those who have not considered its spiritu- 
ality and extent. But if the Lord* himself 
may be allowed to interpret his own word, the 
commandment reaches much farther still; for 
he declares that certain tempers and feelings of 
the heart, even when they are not suffered to 
break out into action at all, have in them the 
character and guilt of murder. " Ye have 
heard," says our Lord, " that it was said by 
them of old time. Thou shalt not kill :" and 
you imagine that this only extends to the 
case- of actual murder : but " I say unto you, 
that whoso is angry with his brother without 
a cause ;" whoso is guilty of rash and exoessive 
anger, " shall be in ^danger of the judgment." 
Equal in guilt and danger, are represented the 
other ^infernal tempers bf hatred, malice and 
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envy. When St. Paul specifies the deadly 
sins of wicked and reprobate minds, he 
classes these tempers and murders together: 
" being full of envy, murder, debate, malig- 
nity." St. John expressly affirms that " who- 
soever hateth his brother," any man living, "is 
a murderer." The reason is plain, he that is 
angry at, and hates another in his heart, so as to 
wish him evil, would do him evil, if he could 
and durst. — ^One man cannot see the heart of 
another, otherwise human courts would take 
cognizance of the heart, and the criminal would 
be judged by his intentions, not his actions. 
But God is a searcher of hearts^ and conse- 
quently the mind that has indulged feelings of 
rancorous hatred will be found guilty at the last 
day, though no act of violence has been com- 
mitted. Indeed it is by these vile tempers work- 
ing in the human breast, that any one is impelled 
to attack the peace, character or life of another; 
so that if there is envy, malice or rage in the 
heart, it is murder begun. — It is to the influence 
of such diabolical passions that we must ascribe 
the monstrous practice of duelling. ".Out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders.** 
Before Cain slew Abel, he was wroth in his 
heart, and his countenance fell. Esau hated 
Jacob in his heart, and in his intention mur- 
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dered him ; though prevented, by want of 
opportunity, from executmg his purpose. It 
was a settled grudge, in which the heart of 
Herodias had long rankled, that moved her to 
instruct her daughter to ask the head of John 
the Baptist, rather than half of Herod's king- 
dom. — My brethren, if this is the just extent 
and bearing, which the Lord Jesus himself ha& 
assigned to this law, who is here among us, 
whose conscience does not pronounce him an 
offender ? Which of our hearts has not often 
swelled with anger, pined with envy ,^ burned 
with resentment and thirsted for revenge ? 
Siirely. then, it becomes us to confess that we 
are guilty, and to deplore our sinfulness before 
God. Surely we have cause to cry out in 
agony of soul, with David, when conscience 
accused him of the indirect murder of Uriah i 
*' O God," for Christ's sake, " wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin : Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, 
O God, thou God of my salvation." 

Hitherto I have confined our attention to 
sins committed against the body ; but there is 
also a murder of the soul; and who that believes 
that the immortal spirit of man mus^t be in 
glory or torments for ever, does not feel it in- 
finitely more dreadful to be accessary to the 
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tiestruction of the soul than of mortal life? 
Now since under the effects of the fall, our 
souls are involved in corruption and guilt 
through original sin; since we have all brought 
upon ourselves, by numberless actual trans- 
gressions, the wrath of God and the condemna- 
tion of his law, — it follows that without the 
pardon of our sins and the purification of our 
hearts, we must perish eternally. But there is 
plenteous redemption and free mercy in Christ 
for every penitent believer, and by "the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit" our polluted, 
degenerate hearts can be cleansed and renewed, 
and the love of God and a capacity for heavenly 
bliss can be restored. — If then we despise and 
reject this great salvation, we become the 
destroyers of our souls. The man, that under the 
light of the gospel, stubbornly fortifies himself 
against the terrors and mercies of God; that 
walks after the devices and desires of a worldly, 
sensual, ungodly heart ; that does not apply to 
Jesus Christ the great physician of souls, to 
relieve him from guilt by his atoning blood, to 
cleanse him from sin by his Holy Spirit, and to 
plant and cherish a principle of divine and holy 
life within him, that man is deliberately guilty 
of the murder of his soul. It is in this spiritual 
sense, that our Lord calls Satan a murderer* 
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By drawing men into sin and rebellion against 
God, he was a " murderer from the beginning 
of the world." And all who abide in sin and 
separation from God, act under his destructive 
influence, and accomplish his malignant pur- 
pose in their own eternal ruin. Oh, my 
brethren, is not the very thought, that we 
should be conspiring with him against the eter- 
nal safety of our souls insupportably terrifying ? 
Then let us see to it, that our blood be not on 
our own heads ; that we have renounced the 
inwafd love and outward practice of all that 
wars against the soul. Have we seriously fled 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in faith, to blot out by 
his blood those countless sins, the wages of each 
of which is death ? And, being made free from 
the dominion and guilt of sin and become the 
justified sons and servants of God, are we 
bringing forth those fruits of holiness which 
mark our end to be eternal life ? Brethren, if 
this be not our state and character, we are as- 
suredly in the road to eternal death, and our 
destruction will be chargeable entirely on our- 
selves. Our judge will then say to us : " You 
would not come to me, that you might have 
life." 

But we may be guilty of sealing the ruin of 
the souls of others^ as well as of our own ; and 
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this solemn truth ought, I fear, to lead many, 
if not all of us, to a train of reflections, that 
should fill their hearts with keen remorse, and 
their tongues with earnest supplications for 
mercy. 

There was a period (may that period be past 
with all here present) when we lived carelessly, 
" walking after the course of this world, under 
the spirit which still works in the children of 
disobedience." — What was then the effect of our 
conversation, influence and example on others ? 
Did we not join them, in encouraging each 
other in a course of ungodliness, vanity and 
sin; in contempt of God's word and worship, 
perhaps in ridiculing religion and religious 
characters; in preverting each others minds 
and inflaming their passions? Have we never 
in the presence of others, spoken words that 
might do their souls hurt ? Is there no indivi- 
dual, who has been encouraged and confirmed 
by us in unscriptural opinions, or in an im- 
penitent and sinful life; or deterred by our 
scoffs and ridicule, or by fear of our injuring 
his worldly interests, from embracing and con- 
fessing the faith of Christ crucified, and entering 
into theTcingdom of God? Perhaps some, thus 
injured by us are dead, and died as they lived ; 
and others are living without thought or caie 
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for their souls; impenitent, unpardoned, unfit 
to die ! In such distressing cases, can we forbear 
to exclaim, in agony of spirit, ** Had it not 
been for me, such an one might have been a 
different cliaracter ! Had I not prejudiced, per- 
verted, corrupted or encouraged him in his 
iniquity and unbelief, he might have been 
serving God on earth, in the number of Christ's 
flock, or if dead, he might have been reigning 
with him in heaven ! And it becomes all pro- 
fessors of religion to reflect, if any near relatives 
or friends are still hardened in sin and contempt 
of serious religion, how far they may have con- 
tributed to this, by the defects of their own 
character and conduct. — And after all our 
consideration, we shall never be able to estimate 
either all the good effects which a godly man's 
example and influence, through God's blessing 
upon them, may produce; or the extent of the 
bad effects of our lives before, or of our defects 
and faults, since we became the followers of 
Christ. A sinner, in proportion to his influence 
and the degree of his offending, may ruin the 
souls of his family, connections, and of his and 
their offspring through many future ages ! 
Thousands of every generation, to the end of 
time, will bless God in heaven, that St. Paul 
lived and wrote ; as many thousands in torment 
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will curse the day that Voltaire and Paine were 
born. 

When we pray, my brethren, with the self- 
abased Psalmisti " Lord remember not the sins 
of my youth" and ignorance, what reason have 
we all earnestly to intercede^ that for our blessed 
Redeemer's sake, no one may perish through 
any fault of ours. How ought we to watch 
and pray, that we may be to no one "an 
occasion of falling" or of continuing in &in. 
If our best motives are liable to be misinter- 
preted, and our infirmities and imperfections to 
be magnified into serious crimes by a perverse 
generation, in order to quiet their consciences 
and give them peace in their sins, how con- 
stantly and fervently should we beseech God, 
to enable us to walk circumspectly, and to give 
no just cause of offence in any thing. On this 
principle, we shall often find it expedient to 
abstain from things, which in themselves might 
be lawful and harmless, that we may not 
wound the conscience of a weak believer, or 
give any sanction to a careless and ungodly 
world. — And if we are truly humbled before 
God, for the injury which any part of our past 
life may have done to the souls of others, we 
shall be anxious for the future to be instru- 
ments of good to all around us. For the sake 
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of others, as well as ourselves, we shall be 
careful " to redeem the time." We shall feel 
the force of our Lord's charge to Peter: "when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.*' 

Lastly, since it appears that sin is the great 
enemy to the health and real comfort of the 
body, as well as to the spiritual life and eternal 
happiness of the soul ; since the sins of anger, 
malice and revenge prompt men to assail the 
life of others, and the sins of pride and in- 
temperance to destroy their own ; and since 
inordinate care and covetousness, and sinful 
pleasures embitter and shorten our days, and 
launch the soul out of a comfortless mortality 
into a hopeless and miserable eternity, how can 
we, if the Lord has blessed us with a better 
taste and happier prospects in Christ Jesus; 
how can we sufficiently pity those that are yet 
the servants of sin ! Well may we ask them : 
" What fruit have you in those things of which 
you will soon be ashamed, for the end of these 
things is death." Oh, if God would open your 
eyes on approaching death, judgment and eter- 
nity; if you knew what it was to possess 
" peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ," and to have victory over the world and 
sin and yourself; to enjoy communion with 
the Father, and with his son Jesus Christy 
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through the Spirit ; and to have the sure and 
elevating hope of a blessed resurrection to 
eternal life, you would not persist to be the 
murderers of your present peace, and of your 
future prospects ; but would flee to Christ for 
justification and life, .for holiness, happiness and 
heaven. 
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SERMON XL 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exonus XX. IK 
Thou xhcM tfot commil aduUeri/^ 

M HE preceding commandment forbids what- 
ever might injure our own life, or that of another. 
In this, the Lord God proceeds to guard an 
institution established by himself, before man 
became a sinner, for the peaceful and virtuous 
perpetuation of the human race, marriage^ 
It would have been well, if our common 
nature had not been so sensualized, and if the 
present age had not been so corrupt as to 
require, from the minister of God's w'ord, full 
and distinct exposure of the crimes against 
which tliis divine law is enacted — Our holy 
God could not more strongly shew his detesta- 
tion of the sins we have now to consider, than 
by making them the subject of one comi:nand- 
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meiit out of ten, and by placing it next in order 
to his law against murder. Every friend of 
morality, arid of the cause of Christ and of 
goodness, in this congregation, would have 
rejoiced with me, if the chastity and purity of 
the present times had been such, as not to call 
for a full explanation and pointed application of 
the seventh commandment. But since flie sins 
against this commandment are undoubtedly the 
crying sins of the present day, difficult and 
delicate as the faithful discussion of them is, 
nothing would excuse an expounder of God's 
word for shrinking fi-om the task. Our blessed 
T^ord entered fully and plainly into the subject, 
as an example for his ministers in every age. 

I mean not, however, to go into a minute and 
descriptive detail of all the sins and abominations, 
against which the eternal curse of this law is de- 
nounced, lest while I endeavour to convict and 
alarm the guilty, I should gratify the polluted 
mind, and wound the chaste. Should any one 
sentiment uttered this evening, unhappily have 
that effect upon either, I can only say, that it is 
far from my design to occasion it. If any are dis- 
posed to be offended, or perverted by well in- 
tended and necessary truth, let them consider, 
whether they may not equally abuse or quarrel 
with the word of God itself ** To the pure all 
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things are pure ; but to them that are defiled" by 
a licentious practice or a depraved imagination, 
" nothing is pure, but even their mind and con- 
science is defiled." — After all, though I shall 
feel it my duty to use great freedom and plain- 
ness of speech, much must be left to the con- 
science and private reflection of such of my 
hearers as may find themselves addressed and 
implicated. I shall 

I. Treat upon the sins forbidden and con- 
demned by this commandment ; omitting* 
however, some, " of which it is a shame even 
to speak :" — 

II. I shall enumerate some of the principal 
temptations to these sins : — and 

III. Point out the best means, through divine 
grace, of being preserved from the commission 
of them. 

I. The sin against this commandment, which 
is first in enormity, and therefore properly 
specified as including all the rest, is adultery. 
Adultery is the defilement of the marriage bed 
either by two persons both married, or by a 
married with a single person. — Adultery pre- 
supposes marriage, which was instituted by God 
himself, and in which the parties devote them- 
selves to each other for life, by a most solemn 
vow having all the obligation of an oath. An 
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adulterer, therefore, incurs the wrath of God 
and the sentence of his holy law, under both 
the third and seventh commandments, being at 
once guilty of perjury and lewdness. — ^Against 
no sin, is the heavy displeasure of God more 
strongly expressed in his word, than against 
this, and with good reason. If marriage secures 
the most important social, moral and religious 
benefits to individuals, to families and to the 
community at large, it is the tendency of this 
crime to defeat them all. It inflicts a fatal, an 
incurable wound on the peace of at least one 
innocent person. It exhibits the offender to 
God and man as the loathsome slave of sen- 
suality and lust, sunk below the level of the 
brute creation, which are usually faithful to 
their mates. It brings discord and misery, 
dishonor and shame into families, and ought to 
be viewed with equal horror and disgust, when 
committed by the husband, as when by the 
wife. It is allowed that the unfaithfulness 
of a wife, especially if she is a mother, is 
attended, with peculiar mischief to society and 
to her children ; but it must not be forgotten, 
that in the sight of God, the adulterer is as un- 
pardonably infamous as the adulteress, and 
usually much more so, as being the tempter 
and seducer, uniting the malignity of the Devil 







M^ith the sensuality of the brute. — The laws of 
England, are enacted for the restraint of all 
kinds of vice. They punish, with death, how- 
ever, those crimes only which strike immedi- 
ately at the very existence of society. The 
adulterer and adulteress are not treated by the 
penal statutes, as capital ojffenders, but left to 
receive the reward of their abominations at the 
tribunal of God. Under the mosaic dispensa- 
tion, he decreed concerning both parties, on 
detection, "that the adulterer and adulteress 
should surely be put to death." And in his 
holy and eternal law of the ten commandments, 
he enacts with no less authority, " thou shalt 
not commit adultery," than ; " thou shalt not 
kill." Let then, the base peijured man, who is 
living in the commission of this sin, measure 
his guilt and danger, not by the standard of the 
laws of his country, but of Almighty Gk)d. If 
he sees a reprobate assassin led to execution, let 
him say: *• I am as wicked, as guilty as he. If 
my sins be not blotted out by the blood of 
Christ, and my polluted soul be not renewed by 
his Spirit, before I die, as hot a place is prepared 
in hell for me, as for the most blood-thirsty 
murderer that ever died," Such a wretch ex- 
emplifies, how utterly inadequate the received 
laws of honor are for the regulation of human 



conduct. A man, claiming the rank 
tleinan, if convicled of swindling j 
loses his caste, and is doomed to 
and Infamy ; but if lie deliberately 
unthinking female, though the da 
wife of his friend, he is still a man < 
and allowed to mix as before, witl 
called good society ! 

The sin next in atrocity conde 
our holy God in this commandme 
nication, committed by unmarried 
This is as direct and deadly a si 
marriage and chastity as adultery, 
as heavy a curse of God upon it. " '. 
says the Apostle, " is honourabli 
bed undefiled ; but whoremongers i 
terers God will judge." If so, the ci 
same, whether committed with man 
one, with a harlot or with a mistres 
fifth chapter of the epistle to the 
among other sins, which are called th 
of the flesh" are these: "adultery, fi 
imcleanness, lasciviousness," and it 
"they who do such things shall not i 
kingdom of God." I sliall cite but o 
more out of many,iTom Ephesians the] 
ye know, that no whoremonger, no 
person, hath any inheritance in the k 
Christ and of God. Let no man dc 
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with vain words," (as if such a sin were a trifle) 
*' for because of these things cometh the wrath 
of God on the children of disobedience." 

But had the holy scriptures been silent on 
the eternal doom of fornicators, the evils and 
miseries, the depravity and wretchedness which 
they occasion, were sufficient to place their 
conduct among the blackest crimes. When we 
observe the swarms of wretched women that 
disgrace and pollute our city, what are we to 
think of the inhuman monsters who first drew 
them into, and contribute to their continuance 
in, the paths of sin and death. Each one of 
them was at first ruined by a base seducer. 
He must answer, on the day of judgment, not 
only for her sujfferings in this world and the 
next, but also for all the souls which she may 
ruin in her turn. These pitiable outcasts, aban- 
doned to want, shanie and contempt, to vice, 
disease and death of body and soul, prowling 
for their prey, like agents of hell, what virtuous 
mind can contemplate but with feelings of 
horror and compassion. Surely such objects 
should be a warning to every thoughtless female, 
to take heed not to " forsake the guide of her 
youth, nor to forget the covenant of her God." 
Lost to society, to friends and to character, they 
have nothing before them but a life of infamy 
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arid wretchedness, and a premature and hope- 
less death. Several of them, there is reason to 
believe, would gladly escape from their course 
of sin and misery, if the hand of christian com- 
passion were stretched out to assist them. — I 
think this a fair opportunity of stating to my 
benevolent hearers, what may be unknown to 
many, that a Penitentiary is opened in a neigh- 
bouring town for receiving, employing, in- 
structing, and reclaiming such of those unhappy 
femaks, as apply for refuge ; and if they con- 
duct themselves well, situations are fouac} for 
them. A small society in this place has sent 
several to that house, at a considerable ex- 
pence.* We have four in it now, and I could 
mention individuals, who have come out 
with every mark of true penitence, and are 
become excellent servants in respectable 
&milies. I hope this short allusion to the sub- 
ject may induce some feeling hearts, especially 
of their own sex, to give us pecuniary support. 
And whilst in this way we endeavour to lesson 
the quantity of sin and misery occasioned by 



*This Penitentiary at Hull, the author regrets to add, is dis- 
CfHitinued ^r want of funds. A similar Institution, iioweyer, at 
Leeds, kindly allows the York society to send unhappy females 
thither> who exhibit marks of repentance and a desire to reform. 
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fliisr vice, let all persons of respectability, who 
have any regard for the honor of God, the pub- 
lic morals, the prosperity of their couiitry, the 
success of true religion and the welfare of the 
bodies and souls of others, agree to hold the 
fornicator in at least as strong abhorrence, as 
they hold the poor miserable destitute, who 
bereaved by him of her character, and of the 
means of regaining it, is left to woe, disease 
and destruction. Let him, who thus tramples 
on the law of God, and on the peace, virtue 
and happiness of the victim of his profligacy, be 
put to shame by the detestation of every man, 
and more especially of every woman of 
character. Let him be classed, not with men 
of honor but of infamy. Let him be detested 
and avoided as a pestilential nuisance, hated of 
God, and an outcast from men. St Paul writes 
to the Corinthians, not to associate with forni- 
cators. — For prevailing sins of this description 
the judgments of God fell, more than once, on 
his ancient people, the Jews. We have been, 
and are a most favoured nation. But can we 
notice the numbers of prostitutes that infest our 
streets, and not perceive, that amidst our un* 
paralleled prosperity, we have every reason 'to 
fear. God may justly, and if he mean to check 
the torrent of wickedness, except we repent, 
he must inevitably say, as he did of licentious 



Jadah» by Tiis prophet Jeremiah : " Shall I not 
visit for these things, and shall not my soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this ?" 

There is an offence against this commandment 
similar to the above, which prevails to an 
alarming extent, that must not be passed over, 
I mean concubinage-; where a man cohabits 
with a woman that is not his wife. This is 
generally the practice of men of loose principles, 
profligate character, and expensive habits ; and 
they attempt to defend themsel^^s by ^ihe pka, 
that they cannot affoi-d to keep an estal)nsh- 
ment, and that if the parties confine themselves 
to each other, there is little, if any difference 
between such a connection and marriage. — 
" But," asks a celebrated moralist, " if the 
situation of the parties be the same thing as 
marriage, why do they not marry?" And 
adds, ** if the man choose to have it in his 
power to dismiss the woman at pleasure, or to 
retain her in a state of humiliation and depen- 
dence, inconsistent with the rights which mar- 
riage would confer upon her, it is not the same 
thing as marriage to her ; and at any rate, it is 
not the same thing to the children." The fact 
is, that such a man lives thus, because it best 
suits his pride, selfishness, extravagance and 
licentiousness : and because he means, at his 
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pleasure, to cast off the deluded dupe of his 
base treachery to public prostitution and 
wretchedness. Such a connection, even though 
death only should separate the parties, is not 
marriage, which God has indissolubly established, 
because they reserve to themselves the power of 
dissolving it, but a deliberate violation of his 
command respecting it. In the eye of God, 
his concubine is a harlot ; he is an audacious 
fornicator, and the curse of this broken law 
rests upon his soul. 

Broad and extensive as this commandment 
thus explained is, we are far from having yet 
taken a full view of its application. The law 
of God is spiritual, and like his own pure 
omniscient eye, penetrates into the inmost 
recesses of the soul. God looks at the heart, 
and when he discovers impurities there, the 
whole man, however decent his. exterior, is 
defiled in his sight. Here then we are all 
deeply concerned ; for who can say, I have 
always made my heart clean ? The Lord Jesus 
Christ, while he affirmed, that ** whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath 
committed adultery with her already in his 
heart," declares also, that " out of the corrupt 
heart of man proceed evil thoughts, adulteries 
and fornications." St. Peter speaks of those 
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who '* have eyes full of lewdness, that cannot 
cease from sin/' If, then, every unchaste 
thought, every irregular desire, is sufficient to 
defile us in the sight of God, and to expose us 
to the condemnation of this law, who can look 
back on liis past life and say, that he is not 
guilty ? — It concerns us all to be sincere and 
^thful in self-examination on this matter. The 
subject must be left to every person's own re- 
flections. — Let every one diligently search into 
the past thoughts and workings of his heart, 
with earnest prayer to God for his illuminating 
spirit, to enable him to understand his secret 
faults, and wilh this rule of judgment in his 
hand : " Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God," and I dare venture to pronounce, 
that every individual present will be convinced, 
that by sins against this commandment alone, 
he is a polluted, condemned sinner, and that, 
except his guilty soul be pardoned through 
faith in the atonement of Christ, and renewed 
by God's spirit unto inward holiness, he must 
be an outcast from God and from heaven for 
ever. 

11. But I must proceed to the second head 
proposed, which is, to enumerate some of the 
principal temptations to these sins. 



1. One of these is excess in eating and drinlc* 
ing, especially the latter. I had occasion to 
shew, under the last commandment, that in- 
temperance destroys health, shortens life and is 
a species of deliberate suidde; surely then, 
when we further learn, that it dethrones reason, 
inflames the passions, and turns the man into a 
brutal sensualist, it ought to be shunned with 
utter horror and detestation. If then you 
would be chaste in heart and practice, be sober, 
be temperate; and endeavour to keep under 
your body, and brin^ it into subjection to con- 
science and the will -of God. 

2. A second temptation is a life of doth and 
idleness. If a man has nothing to employ him ; 
no professional, intellectual or spiritual subject 
to engage his attention and elevate his thoughts 
and feelings, he is open to any temptation 
which the enemy of his soul may present before 
him. — It was, when David had risen from re- 
posing on his couch, probablj-^ after too great 
indulgence at the table, that he cast an adul- 
terous eye on the wife of Uriah; and it is 
among persons, who relax in luxurious ease and 
pampered indolence; who are either raised 
above the necessity of pursuing some honest 
calling, or too idle to labour for their bread. 



that yices of this Idnd usually pFevail. It is 
said of notorious Sodomy that "pride and fulness 
of bread, and abundance of idleness was in 
her/' 

8. Another dangerous snare and temptation, 
especially to ignorant, inexperienced youth, is 
the company and conversation of profligate 
men. These, being among that hardened and 
hopeless^ description of **^ fools, who glory in 
their shamey*^ and " make a mock at sin," delight 
in corrupting and ruining the souls of the sim- 
ple — My young hearers, who have not entered 
into the ways of the wicked, avoid the pesti- 
lential society of such characters. " Let not your 
soul come into their abominable secrets; for 
their feet go down to death, and their steps take 
hold on hell." 

4. Among other temptations to impurity 
and licentiousness must be added, wantonness 
and immodesty in deportment, dress, look and 
gesture; indelicacy of conversation, and cor- 
rupting songs, books and pictures. If novels 
and plays are to be condemned under the third 
commandment for impious and profane expres- 
sions against the honor of God's name, they are 
equally detestable as destructive of simplicity 
and purity of heart. It is notorious, that num- 
berless expressions are uttered on the stage, 
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which a modest woman would blush to read to 
her children at home. And I cannot but think 
that the foolish and filthy songs, which are sold 
through the country, in millions ; and the vile 
novels which make their way even among our 
servants, have done more to corrupt the greafe 
mass of our population, than any other strata- 
gem of the enemy of souls. How many 
may be found, totally ignorant of the word of 
God, who have committed nothing to memory 
but trash of this sort; and instead of employing 
their lips with some sweet song of Zion, and 
lifting up their hearts in holy melody to Jesus 
their Redeemer, dwell on a contemptible song» 
which feeds their corrupt passions and offends^ 
the ear of God. 

III. Having explained, as far as our time will 
allow, the sins on which this law pronounces 
the curse of God, and having specified the 
principal temptations and provocatives to them 
I come in the last place, to point . out the best 
means, in addition to hints already given» 
whereby, under divine grace, you may be pre* 
served from the commission of them. 

1. In the first place, consider well the num- 
ber and aggravation of your past sins, and how 
they have debased and degraded you, and 
brought on you the displeasure of your holy 



God. O could you but seriously look on evety 
sin of your heart and life, in thU light, 
you would, I think, view it with abhorrence, and 
hate it, and loathe yourself on' account of it, and 
war against it as an accursed thing. 

2. Let a sense of your guilt and pollution 
convince you of your need of the blood of Jesiis 
to atone for your impurity, and make your 
peace with God. A justifying faith in Christ 
will not only ^ve your conscience peace, but 
regulate your passions and sanctify your prin- 
ciples. A heartfelt sense of the love of Christ 
making his soul an ofiering for your sins, and 
calling you by his free grace, to an interest in 
his salvation, to a delight in his ways, and to 
the hope of his glory, is the best antidote to 
sensuality and sin ; for it kindles in the heart a 
flame of pure and grateful love, which bums 
up each "foolish and hurtful lust, that wars 
against the soul." 

3. By virtue of this union with Christ 
through faith, seek from your reconciled God a 
larger portion of his sanctifying Spirit into your 
hearts. The penitent Psalmist smarting under 
the guilty load of his pollution, tearhps vmi 
how to pray : " Wash me thorougl 

mine iniquity and cleanse me from 
Create within me a clean heart, O God 
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new a right spirit within me. Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me 
with thy free Spirit." 

4. Lastly, in your daily walk, bear in mind, 
that if you would not be " banished eternally 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power,'' you must daily present 
your " bodies and souls a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service f that " if you live after the flesh you 
shall die, but that if, through the Spirit, you 
mortify the deeds of the body, you shall live." 
Let it be, then, in dependence on his grace, 
your habitual aim and effort, to keep your 
heart with diligence, and to take heed to your 
ways, that you neither corrupt others, nor be 
corrupted. Guard your eyes and ears, that 
they be not the inlets of temptation, and your 
tongue that it be not the outlet of pollution* 
Avoid all scenes, objects, company and amuse- 
ments which might hurt and defile your 
soul. Avoid whatever would indispose you 
for seriousness of mind, for studying the 
scriptures, religious meditation, and spiritual 
communion with God. Be well employed ; 
and "whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all to the glory of God through Christ Jesus.** 
Carry with you into scenes of public danger 



and into the retirements of privacy, the 
solemnizing truth, that the eye of God is 
upon your ways, words and thoughts ; and 
when tempted to sin, repel the temptation 
with : " How can I do this great wickedness 
and sin against God." 

My brethren, the awful day will soon be 
here, when the secrets of all hearts will be dis- 
closed, and all our characters be unfolded before 
assembled men and angels, to our comfort or 
confusion. Let us then hide ourselves under 
the righteousness of our blessed Redeemer, and 
live on the fulness of his grace ; that our par- 
doned iniquities may then be mentioned only 
to manifest the riches of his mercy and grace, 
to his eternal praise and glory ; and that in the 
mean time, we may so '* cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of flesh and spirit, as to perfect 
holiness in-the fear of God." 



SERMON XII. 



THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 15. 



Thou shall not steal 



i HE great Lord and Lawgiver of the world, 
having provided for the preservation of the 
lives and chastity of the human race, proceeds in 
this commandment to guard their property, and 
direct them to a right use of it. — ^There are 
three bad principles working in the corrupt 
heart of fallen man, closely related to each 
other, and producing, in conjunction, the most 
mischievous effects : first, unbelief, which 
shews itself in a blind distrust of God : secondly, 

s 

an idolatrous attachment to earthly things, 
which inclines us to prefer the creature to 
to the Creator, and to care for the body to ^^-^ 



neglect of the soul: — and thirdly, an immoderate 
selfishness which prompts us to seek our own 
private good, without regarding, nay at the 
expence of, the good and right of others. 

It is to the combined influence of these 
three base principles, that we may ascribe the 
anxiety, avarice, worldly mindedness, cruelty, 
oppression, injustice and fraud, which abound 
in Uie earth, together with all the misery and 
wickedness which they occasion. Did we prac- 
tically admit, that God would give or withhold 
what he saw to be best ; were men's affections 
fixed supremely on God and heavenly things ; 
and did every man consider himself as G^'s 
steward over what is put into his hands, and 
" look not on his own things only, but also on 
the things of others," with a desire to do them 
good, all would be well. Fraud and injustice 
would be unknown. There would be seen 
universally on earth, love without dissimula- 
tion, prudence without guile, and industry 
without covetousness. — Property is only an 
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on the heavenly kingdom, which Christ has 
purchased and prepared for his people, we are 
not to despise property, or neglect any lawful 
means of acquiring it. And if proper regard 
to self-interest allows us thus to seek it and 
accept it for ourselves, common justice and 
christian love should incline us to wish to see it 
possessed by others, so far as the will of God 
may permit them. In any way then to hinder 
or injure the temporal as well as spiritual 
interest of ourselves or others, is to break the 
law, which says : " thou shalt not steal,'' 

In conformity with this principle, I shall 
point out what this commandment principally 
condemns as sins and commands as duties, first 
in reference to others ; secondly, with reference 

to ourselves. 

I. What does this law forbid and command 
to be done in reference to others ? The sin 
literally forbidden is stealing, that is, taking 
that to which we have no right. When any 
thing is taken from another by force, it is rob- 
bery ; when secretly, theft. The wages of 
these sins is death eternal, except the guilty 
offender, like the dying thief, apply for forgive- 
ness and mercy, to the Redeemer of lost sin- 
ners. — Stealing is necessarily visited by the 
law of the land, with punishments proportioned 
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to the several degrees of the offence. And yet, 
such is the proneness of men to this criixie, that 
in defiance of the laws of God and man, and in 
contempt of constant examples of punishment by- 
death, banishment and other penalties, scarce a 
week passes, but some new offender is committed 
to our prisons* The criminals who lengthen 
the black calendars at our assizes, chiefly con- 
sist of thieves and robbers. Still, however, 
the offences actually punished or punishable by 
our courts of justice, are but a few of the most 
flagrant and mischievous to society* There is 
an infinite variety of sins against this law too 
minute for a human tribunal to notice, or too 
disguised and refined to be punished in a free 
country like this, which prefers to acquit a 
thousand criminals, rather than condemn one 
innocent man. But the law of the heart-search- 
ing God is subject to no such infirmity and 
inconvenience ; — God equally knows and notices 
him who steals a pin and him who steals a 
purse. The man that takes the smallest mite 
which is not his own, avows before God that he 
will not be satisfied with what providence 
allots him ; and by seizing from another that 
to which he has no right, commits an act of 
direct rebellion against the word and will of 
God, and an act of gross injustice to man. If a 
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sinner tries to bribe his conscience, by flattering 
himself that there can be no great harm in 
taking a trifle, especially from one that may 
easily spare it, let that man consider, that 
if what he takes be a trifle, his sin is aggravated 
by taking it ; since in proportion as its worth is 
inconsiderable, the temptation to take it is dimi- 
nished. He should also consider that the devils by 
prevailing with him to pilfer a small matter, has 
prepared him to venture upon things of greater 
value. Nor let any one hope that Gtod will 
make allowance for him, because he is poor and 
needy. If his wants have been brought upon 
him by idleness, extravagance and profligacy, 
are these sins to atone for another of which 
they were the cause ? If his own neglect or 
vice has not caused his distress, God saw good 
to send want upon him for other purposes, than 
tempting his hands to " pick and steal.*' God 
meant the affliction to be the outward means 
of humbling him for his sins ; of disposing him 
to look above this miserable world, and to seek a 
portion in the salvation of Jesus Christ, that he 
may be rich here, in faith and peace and holy 
love to God, and heavenly hopes, and that, 
after death, he may have a crown of glory 
which all the kingdoms of the world cannot 
buy. In a country, like this, where every poor 



man is entitled by law to parochial aid, no per. 
son need steal or starve. Every theft, then, is 
a wanton violation of the laws of God and 
man ; and however small the thing taken, how- 
ever concealed the transaction, God who sees in 
secret, will bring the sinner to judgment. 

2. A second oti against the property of others, 
which incurs the curse of this law, is cheatvig 
and defraitdiTig. This kind of stealing, (for 
stealing it is) is much more common than rob- 
bery or theft, inasmuch as it is much easier to 
contrive to wrong a person of what he ought 
to have, than, to get from him^ what he already 
possesses. But cheating shews eqtml depravity 
of heart as actual stealing ; equal want of the 
fear of God, and of the love of man, and of 
common honesty, and is equally condemned by 
the word of God. " Let no man go beyond or 
defraud his brother," that is, any man living, " in 
any matter, because that the Lord is the avenger 
of all such."* It was for fraud, not stealing, 
that the vengeance of God struck Ananias and 
Sapphira with instant death .^ — It would be an 
endless task to detail half the various kinds of 
imposition which depraved and selfish cunning 
contrives to practice on others. I can only just 
allude to a few of the principal, leaving it to 
every man's conscience to detect the rest, by 

2D 
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the standard of our Saviour's golden rule : 
" Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also unto them.'" — Every breach of 
trust, by which the interest of the employer is 
injured, has in it the nature of theft. If you 
rely on another's judgment, and he knowingly 
misleads you, he cheats and defrauds you. If 
a man promise what he knows he cannot, or 
does not mean to perform ; or if he gain upon 
another by false appearances and pretences, he 
sins against God under this law. Here are to 
be classed with thieves and robbers, the unjust 
steward or servant that wastes or embezzles his 
master's goods — the careless, unsound, unfaith- 
ful minister, who does not diligently feed his 
flock wdth the pure word of God, but keeps 
back the bread of life from their souls — the 
man who borroweth and payeth not again, 
though not prevented by unforeseen circum- 
stances; to whom must be added they who 
evade the taxes imposed by the government 
of their country. 

But one of the principal and most fruitful 
sources of fraud, imposition and injustice lies in 
bargain-makings in buying and selling of pro- 
perty. — Much cheating is practised by false 
weights and measures. From the earliest times 
of trade and commercial intercourse, God 
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strictly forbade wrong weights and measures, 
as very sinful and hateful in his sight. " Thou 
shalt not have in thy house, divers weights a 
great and a smalL A false balance is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord, but a just weight is his 
delight. Just balances, just weights, a just 
ephah and a just hin, shall ye have : I am the 
Lord.*' Equally unprincipled are they, who 
corrupt and adulterate the articles they sell, 
with a view to an unlawful profit. 

In makiTig bargains^ it is a maxim, which if 
not openly avowed, is generally acted upon, 
that the buyer and seller may each take every 
advantage, the one to sell as dear, the other to 
buy as cheap as he possibly can, if only he 
abstain from overt dishonesty and falsehood, 
and even that condition is very frequently not 
observed. The question, what is it to buy or 
sell Itonestly^ is one, on which the shrewd 
dealer, and the conscientious christian must 
widely differ. The selfish man of business, 
who remembers or regards not, that God sees 
his heart, and that in all his transactions he 
ought to do to another, what, on exchange of 
conditions, lie would wish and expect to be 
done to himself, persuades himself that he acts 
with sufficient honesty, if he abstain from gross 
and literal misrepresentation, from direct and 
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absolute falsehood. Such a man, if the seller, 
will not only give his property every colouring 
of advantage, before he brings it to the marketj 
but will not scruple, when he can, to make it 
appear better than it is. If it have, or seem to 
have, any good qualities, on those he dwells 
with all the arts of extravagant praise and per- 
suasion. If it have any faults and defects, he 
not only does not confess them, but employs 
every artifice to hide or explain them away. 
He rejoices to meet with a person, whose igno- 
rance will induce him to give, what could not 
be obtained from one of more judgment and 
experience. If, on the other hand, he is the 
buyer, he is pleased to fall in with a man igno- 
rant of the full worth of what he has to sell, or 
compelled by necessity to part with it. He 
labours to undervalue it, by finding unfounded ' 
faults. Solomon draws his character : ** It is 
naught, it is naught," saith the buyer, " bat 
when he is gone his way, then he boasteth." 
These are the principles of the professed bargain- 
maker : this is the shrewd and selfish honesty 
of a man of this world. But the conscientious 
follower of Christ, dares not, if he could, nor 
desires if he durst, to use such unfair measures, 
and take such unprincipled advantages. He 
will say no more for his property, than he 
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knows it deserves. He feels that he has no 
more right to conceal the faults it has^ than to 
give it excellencies which he knows it has not 
He would not take advantage of any man's 
ignorance or necessity ; but tries to preserve, in 
all his transactions, "a conscience void of 
oflPence towards God and towards man." And 
surely, this ought to be the basis, on which all 
commerce between man and man should be 
conducted. Should this rule, however, be 
carefully and conscientiously applied to their 
past conduct, I doubt not, many would be 
obliged to confess, that they have been guilty 
of numerous transgressions, not only against 
the law of <;hristian love, but also against com- 
mon justice ; and that they have been governed, 
not by the grace of God, but by that spirit of 
artful knavery which inspires the maxims of 
ungodly men. Such as find this to be the cha- 
racter of their past dealings with mankind, have 
a sure proof that they are in a sinful, uncon- 
verted state ; that by every such iniquity they 
have broken this law of God, and brought its 
heavy curse upon them ; and that, except they 
repent, and are washed from their sins in the 
blood of Christ, and created anew by his spirit 
to love God and man ; to love righteousness 
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and hate injustice and iniquity, it is not possible 
that they can see the kingdom of heaven. 

But it is possible, that several who hear me, 
having in general acted fairly in their dealings 
with mankind, and not having narrowly watched 
the motives and principles on which they have 
proceeded, are not convinced by what has been 
said, that they are guilty of breaking this law. 
They maintain that they remember not to have 
wronged or imposed upon any man, but have 
paid to every one his own, and ** have been 
just and true in all their dealings." Now let it 
be granted, that all this may be true in the case 
of several, especially if they have been little, 
or not at all engaged in business ; yet let such 
persons bear in mind, that if they wish to be 
numbered among the approved children of God, 
more is required and expected of them, than 
that they shall not have done to any one positive 
wilful wrong. It was not for this only, that God 
called them into rational existence, and that 
Jesus Christ died to redeem them ; and that the 
Holy Spirit is promised to purify them ; and 
that "the word was written for their direction ; 
and that Christ and holy men have lived as 
examples. But it was, that they should endea- 
vour to be holy as God is holy, and merciful as 
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he is merciful. It was that they should love 
the Lord their God, with all their hearts ; and 
tlieir neighbour as themselves. — If we have 
this love in our hearts, we shall shew it in our 
conduct. We shall " love, not in tongvie, but 
in deed and in truth.*' We shall judge that we 
have nothing in this world, which we have not 
received of God, and do not liold at his plea- 
sure. We shall feel that we are but stewards 
over what God has committed to our trust, for 
the general good of his great family on earth. 
If, then, we are not only forbidden by the 
eighth commandment, to wrong any person, 
but also commanded, as much as lieth in us, to 
do good unto all men, it follows, that, in the 
use and application of the things which God 
has committed to us, we must avoid whatever 
has a tendency to prevent or limit our useful- 
ness to others ; if we would not defraud others 
of their due share in the property of this world, 
we must make a right use of our own. 

II. This brings me to notice, lastly, what this 
law condemns as sins, and commands as duties, 
in reference to ourselves. 

1 . It is plain, that if we would be preserved 
by the grace of God, from breaking this com- 
mandn)ent, as it bears on our application of 
our own property, we must avoid idleness, and 
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God; tKerefore glorify him,** and benefit maxf, 
"with your bodies and spirits/' youF talents 
and property "whieh are his." — On the other 
hand, forget not, that when this commandment 
condemns^ covetousness, it by no means sanc^- 
tions extravaganee. Frugality is as necessary 
to preserve what is honest and respectable in 
the sight of men, as industry is to provide it 
The greater part of those wretched characters 
who by fraud, swindling, theft, robbery, for- 
gery and other crimes, forfeit their lives to 
human laws and their souls to the justice of 
God, will be found to have reduced themsehrea 
to beggary, difficulty and despair, by vicious 
prodigality. — Many persons^ of whom better 
and kinder things may be expected, when 
solicited to assist in the reliefof the necessitous,^ 
or in promoting some humane or religious 
object, plead that they have nothing to spare, 
and that charity must begin at home- WiH 
such persons be able, on the day of judgment 
to prove, that if indeed they have nothing to 
spare, their inability has been occasioned by no 
needless extravagance ? Will they be able to 
shew, that nothing has been given to osten- 
tatious display, lavished in self-indulgent excess, 
or squandered in expensive pleasure^ which 
ipight have been saved for nobler purposes. 
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more suited to the character of persoiu^ \vho 
profess not to be of this worlds bat to be the 
followers of the self-denying Jesus to his king- 
dom above ? Let not profusion be mistaken for 
liberality, extravagance for <*harity. The Lord 
at the last day, will require as fruits and evi- 
dences of faith, (if we have the ability,) not how 
much money we have expended, but whether, 
for his sake and from love to him, we have 
^ven meat to the hungry, clothed the Jiaked, 
instructed the ignorant, and visited the prisoner 
-with relief If he find upon us the proofs not 
-only of integrity, and uprightness, but of 
christian love and kindness, he wiQ give us a 
place in the kingdom of glery, which he pur- 
4^hased with his own blood. While the unjust, 
dishonest, slothful, covetous and selfish servant 
will be driven from his presence into outer 
•d«-kness and everlasting woe. 

In conclusion, I entrectt you, my brethren, 
who are strangers to true repentance, to faith 
in Christ, and to the peace, hope and holiness 
of a child of God, to retire and r^ect on the 
explanation given of this commandment, and 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to make you know 
.and feel the sins you have committed against 
it, that you may flee to Christ to save you from 
its curse- And let us see all of you, who pro- 
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fess to trust in Christ for righteousness and 
life, exhibiting a growing example, not only of 
strict honesty and fair dealing, but of economy, 
liberality and kindness ; and as you have oppor. 
tunity, " doing good unto all men, especially 
unto them that are of the household of faith." 
" For whoso hath this world's good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him !" 



SERMON XIII, 

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. 



TAou thall not btarjitlte tvitnest agairut Ihg neighbour, 

X HE life, chastity and property of mankind 
being protected by the three preceding com- 
mandments, the ■wisdom and goodness of our 
holy Lord and Lawgiver here provide secu- 
rity for their reputation and good name, and 
through these, for their peace and happiness. 
The primary bearing of tliis law is upon courts 
of justice ; requiring impartiality in the judge 
and jurors ; integrity in the counsel ; and, above 
^1, a strict and solemn regard for truth, without 
respect of persons, in the witnesses. But, 
sanctioned by various portions of the word of 
God, I shall chiefly consider it in its more ex- 
tended sense, as applying to our general lan- 
guage and 



Speech is a noble faculty, given us of Gkxl^ 
for the purposes of communicating our thoughts, 
and of enjoying and promoting the comforts <rf 
social intercourse. But, like all the other 
faculties of fallen man, and perhaps more than 
any other, it is liable to be perverted and 
abused. ** Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh." And till the heart be 
renewed by divine grace, and actuated by the 
love of God and man, we are in constant dangar 
of offending with our lips. 

Under the third commandn>ent,Ihad occasion 
to notice the sins of the tongue Which are com- 
mitted against God ; tliose now before us are 
sins against man. These, my brethren, require 
your serious attention. Let the consideration 
of them be made with strict self-examination, 
and earnest prayer for the special aid of the 
Divine Spirit. — These sins prevail to an awful 
extent. Though condemned in theory, they 
are countenanced in practice, and are as mis- 
chievous as they are wicked. A transgressor 
here is worse than a thief and a robber. " A 
good name," says Solomon, " is better than 
riches." To rob a man, then, of his good name, 
is a more serious injury than to steal his pro- 
perty. 
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I shall endeavour to explain the duties 
enjoined, and the sins eondemned by this com- 
mandment, then o£Eer some directions fop pep^ 
forming the duties and avoiding the sins. 

I. Thefundamental principle,onwhichall God's 
laws respecting our duty to our fellow-creatures 
are built, is, that we " love our neighbour as 
ourselves."^ Where there is the abiding fear of 
God, and the constraining love of Christ, there 
charity to man will ^ve a direction to every 
action of the life, and every expression of the 
tongue. Now this " charity rejoiceth in the 
truth." Every man, then, who has any pre- 
tensions to be a child ctf God and a christian, 
will put away all lying and falsehood, and wifl 
■ speak the truth with and of his neighbour. He 
will cherish a spirit of sincerity^ beoerolenee, 
candor and kindness towards all. He will ap- 
prove and speak well of what is good in luiy 
one ; be silent, when he properly may, of what 
is bad ; and put the best construction he fairly 
can, on what is doubtful. He will rejoice in 
the honor and prosperity, the piety and good 
conduct. of another, and grieve at his misfor- 
tunes, follies and faults. He will derive no 
gratification from injuring the chaiaetMr, or 
diminishing the reputation of any human b^cr< 
He will not, except when compellec 
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urgent necessity, employ truth itself to another's 
disadvantage. The law of kindness will sit 
upon his lips, and he will use no words that 
may do hurt. 

These are the two great duties under the 
ninth commandments that we speak the truth 
only, with respect to others, and that we speak 
it in candor and charity. 

II. We proceed to the si7is which this law 
condemns. 

1. All lying, falsehood and misrepresentation 
respecting others is condemned. Lying, when 
employed with an intention of injuring another, 
is a most detestable vice. It makes a man con* 
temptible and vile in the sight of God and man, 
and proves his affinity to the devil, who is a 
" liar, and the father of lies." — ^Next to absolute 
falsehood is detraction. Detraction is the wilful 
and wanton attempt to lessen the credit, and im- 
pair the good name and qualities of another; and 
includes all that we understand by tale-bearing, 
censoriousness, slander, evil-speaking, and rash 
judging. — Nothing can afford a more melancholy 
proof, how little the minds of the people of the 
world are impressed and occupied with spiritual 
and eternal things, and how destitute they are 
of the tender and benevolent disposition that 
was in Christ, than the general tenor and 



topics of their conversation. Was it not for 
the exquisite amusement of discussing the cha- 
racters, conduct and circumstances of others, 
how insipid would be their visits, to whicii 
each is expected to bring his portion of the news 
of the day ; that these being enriched with the 
observations of the party, may be re-issued with 
new embellishments. If the conversation turn 
upon the misconduct or the misfortune of one 
whose character has been respectable, and whose 
success in life has been great, especially if he 
has been a rivalled equal, or an envied superior, 
the subject evidently appears to afford lively 
satisfaction. If, on the other hand, he be rising 
in prosperity, respect and reputation, and par- 
ticularly if he be eminent fca* piety, zeal, sepa- 
ration from the world, and devotedness to God, 
a competition will arise who shall most ef- 
fectually bring him down to a lower level Ifis 
not his actions only that are dissected, his very 
motives and principles are decided upon, without 
fear and without mercy. His good qualities are 
suspected to be superficial, his infirmities and 
defects, (such as they readily overlook in other 
men), are magnified into crimes, and for one 
single fault he is adjudged to be an hypocrite. 
His zeal for Christ and for souls is 
to be enthusiasm ; his self-denial ai 



formity to the world, to be preciseness ; his^ 
gravity, to be gloomy fanaticism ; his clieerful- 
ness, to be levity ; his industry and economy, to 
be covetousness ; bis liberality, to be extrava- 
gance or ostentation. In short, there is no 
decided christian, be his conduct ever so ex- 
emplary, but has shared in hm master's fate, 
from a censorious world.r — And where there i« 
a propensity ta be gratified with remarks and 
reports at another's expense, the evil seldonGb 
stops there. The conversation of the un- 
charitable mind often degenerates into slander. 
Truth itself is violated, and Jhlsiiies known to 
be such, are invented and issued. Was it not 
that the world abounds with pestilential cha- 
racters, whose " lips speak wickedness, and 
whose tongues utter deceit," it is impossible 
that so many false and slanderous tales should 
be in perpetual circulation. Prudent and candid 
persons have learnt to suspect all reports which 
go about to the disadvantage of others.*— In the 
class of foul calumniators, we must place, not 
only them, who forge a falsity and send it forth, 
with a deliberate design to do injury to another, 
by wounding his character or his peace ; but 
also such as intentionally assist in giving a story 
that effect. — If I should add to an injurious 
report any unsupported remarks of roy own. 
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and incorporate them as a part oF it : If I shouH 
teU It in mch a manner as to imply and insinuate 
more tlian I am authorized ; or should keep back 
uVT °L "• "^'"'^ '" '" f'™-- of "'= Person: 
susLt" "■''"" "• ""'™ ' ""^^ ■*"»" to 
false irrTT"""'^ of knowing it ,o be 
Mse- If I should employ terms of reproach, 
misrepresentation and ridicule upon the views 
-pract.es of any set of men, especially on a 
religious account, which truth does not sanction 

!™ *f '■"'^ *«™«. who has said, " Woe unto _ _ 
them, hy whom offences come," would bring mlT^J 

If we talk needlessly „„ the misconduct of W^JL 

Fftieth't r ^"'-^ °" - '-- ' ^ 

to I f """"• """'«'' '""e- i» likely M^^'*! 

friends... And\sl:Tssi„7Tt SIJ P ^ 
-tethon the peacemaker, hu" cLffa^t ^^ J 
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those tongues, which cause disturbance and do 
hurt. Nay, if the knowledge of the circulation 
of a report to another^i^ disadvantage, though 
we be silentrgives us a secret pleasure, it proves 
the depraved, unchristian state of our minds ; 
it proves, that if envy or malice do not lurk 
within, pride, cruelty and uncharitableness, 
those roots of infernal bitterness, grow th«re. 
He who has said : " Speak well of thy neigh- 
bour," has also said : " Judge not, that thou be 
not judged." 

It is an act of dangerous and sinful rashness 
to form our opinions of men, without careful 
examination ; and still more so, to pronounce 
fearlessly upon their intentions, principles and 
characters. They who do it most, are the least 
acquainted with their own hearts ; they detect 
a mote in another's eye, when they might per- 
ceive a beam in their own. 

There is another species of evil-speaking not 
to be passed unnoticed, which strongly marks 
the hypocrisy of the heart, and which abounds, 
especially in polite life— need I say, the use of 
language of unfelt compliment andflattery. It 
will be sufficient to observe, that every ex- 
pression which conveys what we do not think 
and believe, is a falsity ; that a falsity, employed 
in flattery, is as much a lie, as when employed 
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in scandal ; and tluat for every idle and insin 
cere word, whether intended to injure or to 
please, God will call us to account. 

Such, brethren, are some of the more promi- 
nent duties and sins, which fall under the ninth 
commandment. Before I proceed to offer 
some directions for fulfilling the forniier and 
avoiding the latter, I would gladly assist you 
in the enquiry, how far you are each involved 
in the guilt of transgressing this law ; an en- 
quiry which, though necessary for self-know- 
ledge and salvation, we are all naturally inclined 
entirely to avoid, or slightly to make. Let us, 
then, each, here in the temple and presence of 
God, ask ourselves : '^^ Do I never indulge in 
evil-speaking ? Do I never venture to form an 
unfavourable opinion of another, and give it 
currency, when I am not sure it is correct, and 
when it may do him harm ? Have I no plea- 
sure in telling and talking of things which tend 
to injure my fellow-creature's peace, character, 
or interest ; not even of one, who is of the 
same profession, situation and circumstances 
with myself? Do I derive no secret satisfaction 
from the misfortunes or misconduct of such 
persons? When I witness their growing 
prosperity and respectability, do I take no de- 
light in insinuating any thing to their discredit ? 
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Do I never indulge in hollow flattery, in tale- 
bearing, and harsh, censorious remark ? Have 
I preserved such regard, not only to truth, but 
also to christian charity and teiKiemess respect- 
ing others, that when I could not speak in their 
favor, I have resolved to be silent-, covering their 
infirmities, or follies, or unpromising affairs, with 
the mantle of love ?" — Alas ! who can say, he 
is not guilty ? Who has not offended against 
the law of charity ten thousand times ? Which 
of us, then, will dare to persuade himself, that 
in numberless instances, he has not brought 
down the curse of this holy commandment 
upon his soul. — I am quite sure, that if 
memory and conscience do their office, there is 
not an individual in this church, who is not 
convinced, that if the Lord have not mercy 
upon him, for sins committed against this law 
only, he must perish eternally. Brethren, let us 
act under this conviction. Let us pray for the 
Holy Spirit to impress it powerfully upon 
our hearts ; and let the law have its proper and 
designed effect upon us, by sending us to Jesus 
Christ in deep contrition of soul, that he may 
blot out our transgressions by his blood, and save 
us from condemnation. 

The requirements of this commandment also 
confirm the important truth, wliich all the 
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preceding, have taught us, not only that we 
are inexcusable, lost sinners, whom Christ 
alone can save; but also that we must be 
renewed in the spirit of our minds, " must be 
born again" by the Holy Spirit, before we 
can have the disposition and the power to 
keep the law of God. That the tongue may 
uniformly speak to the glory of God, and to tlie 
comfort, credit and benefit of mankind, the 
heart must be purified and refined by the love 
of God and man. It is the tongue of a good 
man only, that will bring forth good things. 
Without this blessed change, it is quite vain to 
exhort you to endeavour to glorify God, by 
observing this commandment or any other. — 
If you have good reason to believe that you are 
united to Christ by faith, and that your hearts 
are converted to God, you will thankfully 
receive directions for being enabled, by his^ 
gracious assistance, to ob^y the commands and 
avoid the sins that have been specified in the 
consideration of this law. 

1. Your first object must be to moderate that 
spirit of idle curiosity, which is too natural to 
us all, and which is particularly discernible in 
persons of a trifling and censorious cast of mind. 
Curious persons are generally talkative, as 
ready to tell news as to receive it. Such a dis- 
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position quite unfits the mind for any thing 
solid, Serious and spiritual. It is a specimen of 
the frivolous spirit which reigned at Athens, in' 
the days of Paul, and disqualified their minds 
for listening to the momentous truths of the 
gospel of Christ. " They spent their time," we 
are told, " in nothing else, but either to tell, or 
to hear some new thing." 

2. It is quite necessary, that the roots of bit- 
terness, ambition and jealousy be eradicated 
from your hearts. So long as you feel a dislike 
or grudge against any person, the devil will 
succeed in tempting you to receive and tell 
any thing to his prejudice. When the Lord 
opens the hearts of his humble, believing 
children, to love all and seek the good of all, 
then the " law of kindness will sit upon their 
lips." From others, what can we look for, but 
envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisper- 
ings and every evil word and work. 

3. A lovely grace, which by its finiits attests 
its heavenly origin, and which it is absolutely 
necessary should dwell in the heart, that the 
tongue may not offend, is that self-acquaintance 
which produces humility. There is not so sure 
a preservative fi'om speaking hastily or harshly 
of others, as a deep consciousness of our own 
vileness and unworthiness in the sight of God. 
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He who painfully feeli^ what a mystery of 
iniquity is lodged in his own breast, is the only 
proper person to pass judgment upon others ; 
for he can see nothing in their actions, of which 
he does not detect the seeds and principles in 
his own heart. He is convinced that it is owing 
to his not being exposed to equal temptations^ 
and to the restraining power of God's sovereign 
grace only, that he is hot as depraved as the 
vilest of sinners. Instead, therefore, of railing 
at offending persons, or censuring them without 
mercy, he learns to pity and bear with thenr, 
and to adore the grace which makes him to 
differ, and which is magnified in such weak- 
ness and depravity as his. No man knows so 
little of himself as a proud,^ self-righteous 
person, such as was the pharisee, who went up 
to the temple to pray, or rather to boast and 
to revile, along with the despised publican ; and 
-no one is so cruel and unmerciful with his 
tongue. " When I see a fault in another, * 
(observes a late humble, excellent Divine) " I 
conclude that I may find two in myself." — Ob, 
let us all desire to grow in humility and low- 
liness of mind, and we shall become tender- 
hearted as Jesus was. Let us implore the Holy 
Spirit to dispose and enable us to search deeply 
iatoourown hearts^ and to giveus^justin;sight 
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into the black abominations which defile us 
there, and we shall never more open our lips, 
in severe censure or slanderous calumny, against 
any one living. 

Lastly, in order to be preserved from a vain, 
curious spirit, and from censorious, uncharitable 
eonversation about others, let us seek to have 
our hearts deeply interested in nobler and more 
important subjects — in " the things that belong 
to our everlasting peace.**-— What objects of 
real compassion are those among us, who have 
nothing above this world to employ their 
thoughts and tongues upon; — how low their 
views, how empty their minds, how heavy 
their time must often be ! What wonder that 
tliey should seek relief and amusement in talk- 
ing of others ; and that tattling, censoriousness 
und soandid should yield the zest to their con- 
>Trs4\tion» Happy are they, whose eyes divine 
grace has oiH^ned in the knowledge of God and 
thtnu^^ves I — who can dwell with holy and 
gnUeful li)>$ on an adorable Saviour, a pardcming 
innU atul an expected crown of glcMry ; happy, 
t)KHij{)i cU4hiH) in rag^ and lodged in a cottage. 
—While thev can interest themselves in such 
tUoiutx!^ they are iK'^^r at a loss for profitable 
iuhI ^li^\ in^ subieots tl>r leAeclioa and eon- 
>^^^tk>iu Thev ha\*e a continual ftast whidi 
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the glare of wealth, the pride of rank^ and all 
tlie pleasures of sense cannot yield. Far is their^s 
from being a dull and insapid life. They are 
not compelled to draw upon the woiid around 
them for pastime, and for relief from wearinesis 
of themselves. They need not to seek their 
amusement and happiness* and they wish not 
to feed their pride, in canvassing the faults or 
misses of others ; in uttering the harsh remark 
or the censorious tale. How Christ loved, died, 
lives, justifies and saves — how God hears, par- 
dons, strengthens, defends and preserves his 
people — how the Holy Spirit enlightens, sanc- 
tifies and comforts — ^liow God is to be served 
and glorified, and mankind benefited — ^how near; 
how glorious their admission into the kingdom 
of heaven — Subjects like these occupy their 
thoughts, employ their tongues, and spiritualize 
their hearts. If they have any one to praise, 
it is the Lord ; if any to blame, it is them- 
selves. — Oh, my brethren, let us seek to have 
our hearts filled with the love of God^ and 
transformed into the humble, meek, benevolent, 
spiritual image of our Redeemer, then shall we 
find it easy to " keep our tongue from evil, 
and our lips that they speak no guile ;" then 
our speech will be seasoned, not with acrimony, 
but with gracci ministering not to the injury 
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and unhappiness, but to the good, and comfort 
of others. Then will ^* all bitt^ness, and wraih^ 
and anger, and clamour, and ^viUspeakmg be 
put away from us, with all malice, and we shaU 
be kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiv- 
ing one another, even as God, for Christ's sake^ 
iath forgiven us-" 



SERMON XIV. 

THE TENTS COMMANDMENT. 



Exodus xx. 17* 

Thou skali not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his 
maid'Servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing thai 
ts thy neighbour's, 

JLt is a fatal mistake, to confine the application 
of the law of God to the outward conduct of 
men. As it is in the heart that the motives for 
action originate, the heart, in the view of our 
omniscient God, is the seat of character. — In 
explaining all the preceding commandments, I 
have endeavoured to prove, from the divine 
tiuthority of scripture, the reference of each of 
them to the heart and principles, as well as to 
the words and actions of men. And if the 
tenth <;ommandment does not apply directly 
and entirely to what passes within us, it applies 
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to nothing, it hais no meaning. To covet is 
purely an inward act ; and if to covet is a sin, 
which exposes to the curse of God's law, the 
possibility may be conceived, that a being might 
perish for the sins of his heart, who had never 
committed an actual outward sin in his life. 
Indeed^ if man is a fallen creature; if the 
love of God and goodness dwells not naturally 
within him ; if from within originate all evil 
thoughts, desires and dispositions, w« are sure, 
that it is in the heart of any, of every unrege- 
nerate man, that God discovers the great store- 
house of his corruptions and his guilt. If, 
then, my brethren, we would not mistake our 
character, and ruin our «ouls, let us not narrow 
the authority and appHeation of God^s law. If 
we wotiM so ^' judge ounselves as not \o h% 
Judged of the Loard,'' we must g^ve \m law its 
iBaU scope,, in seaircbing acid trying the very 
ground of our hearts,, by tracing eveary impure 
stseanaL up to itsr feuatain there.f-^The tenth 
ccinmaadmcAt is that especi^ly, lunler whtcb 
we bAve tbi^r humblisig seorck to make; May 
God;, whose pco^nee i^ is to tiry tlie heart and 
tibe ceitui. assist each of ua to perform: tfaiar taik, 
faaihfiiUy* elfectufilly and profitaUy. The sin 
faere^ specific ^ eonetipmeme. 



In all the cbmmandments^ where one kind of 
sin is forbidden, all others of th6 same family 
are included. Under murder are condemned 
angier, revenge, and all malicious, injurious 
conduct ; under adultery, all impurity and 
licentiousness. The same latitude of interpret- 
tation must be taken here, otherwise many 
heart sins, condemned in other parts of Gk>d's 
word, would entirely escape the cognizance of 
the moral law. — Concupiscence means desire: 
-*-when condemned, when it is an evil con- 
cupiscence, it is a wrong desire ; wrong in its 
object, or wrong in degree. But we must 
understand the term as comprehending all the 
corrupt feelings and workings of the heart ; all 
unholy thoughts, depraved imaginationi^, im^- 
moral propensities; " the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life." As, however, 
by laying open the nature and character of one 
species of the evil fruit of the heart, a method 
is presented for detecting and judging of the 
rest; I shall chiefly confine myself to th6 par- 
^ticular subject of my text. 

The sin here condemned, is oppoi»te to thfe 
duty and grace o£ contentment with our eondl- 
tion^ and with God's dealings with us. Let 
us, then, now enquire into its nature and 
character. 



Besides our understanding, by wliich^ we 
think and judge; and our will, by which we 
choose or avoid, God has further endowed us 
with affections and passions, through which 
almost every thirrg presented to our senses or 
our imagination appears to us good or bad, 
pleasant or disagreeable, desirable or the con- 
trary. When ever any object, which so occurs^ 
appears to us to be agreeable and attractive, we 
instantly feel pleasure in it and a desire after 
it, before we have willed to choose and to seek it. 
Now it is this desire, or tendency of the affec- 
tions, when it is of a wrong kind, which is here 
condemned as concupiscenee. All desires after 
what we perceive or think of, are by no means 
sinful. If man had not been a fallen creature, 
darkened in his understanding and corrupted in 
his heart, his affections would have been well 
placed, and all his desires lawful and right. His 
soul would have gone out supremely after the 
glorious and blessed God as his portion and 
delight ; and when any earthly object had ex- 
hibited itself to his senses or his thoughts, 
having a tendency to defile his soul and divide 
his heart from God, there would have been no 
propensity within him to court the temptation, 
and to catch the destructive flame. But now, 
since the heart is alienated from God, debased 
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and sensualized ; since we naturally and obsti- 
nately desire and pursue, as our chief good, such 
earthly objects' as offer us pleasure, wealth, 
Iionor, or indulgence, it follows, that till rege- 
nerated by the Spirit of God, the natural 
desires and elementary workings of our hearts 
are disorderly and wrong. They act upon us, 
much as instinct on irrational animals, in im- 
pelling us to a certain line of conduct, and that 
conduct bad. For they pervert the judgment, 
corrupt the affections and misdirect the will ; 
and lay the foundation of almost all sin in the 
heart and in practice. These are the sins of 
concupiscence which the Lord forbids by r " thou 
shalt not covet'' Concupiscence may be sinful, 
with respect to its degree and with respect to 
its object 

1 . With respect to its degree. Our fnclina- 
tions and desires become sinful when they are 
inordinately set upon temporal things, even 
upon such as are lawful. This is implied in the 
command : " Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's house, servant, ox or ass.** It is quite 
lawful and innocent, so to desire the property of 
another, as to wish to purchase it, if he be dis- 
posed to sell, and if it be convenient and proper 
for us to buy. But if when we see or think of 
what another has, we are uneasy and dissatis- 
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fied ; if our thoughts and desires dwell upon it, 
so as to make us unhappy, envious and dis- 
contented, we prove that we are destitute of 
christian love, and resignation to the will of 
God. If our desires and thoughts are set much 
upon earthly objects, and little or not at all 
upon divine and spiritual blessings, we have 
within us a spirit of sinful concupiscence or un- 
holy desire ; we are carnally minded, and are 
making "provision for the flesh to fulfil the 
lusts thereof* 

2, The other kind of concupiscence m 
that which respects the object of our affections 
and desires. If there arise in our hearts 
an inclination towards an attainment which 
is sinful in its nature or clearly forbidden 
to us, such an inclination is unquestionably 
wicked, and is condemned by: " Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife.'' — Every time we 
feel within a propensity to wish for and to do 
what God, by his word or providence, says, it is 
not lawful for thee to have or to do, whatever 
the object may be, whether in itself lawful or un- 
lawful, vre sin in our hearts against him. — And 
we sin, whenever such propensity has its source 
in pride, ambition, envy, avarice, sensuality, 
or any other base motive, even though such 
fVfjI^gn and desires are confined to our though ts 
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and imaginations, and do not prevail on the will 
to resolve to act upon them. Every discontented 
feeling, every selfish wish, every impure and 
irreverent imagination, every proud, vain^ 
uncharitable thought, though cautiously locked 
up in the heart, and perfectly invisible in our 
outward behaviour, has polluted us in the holy 
eye of God ; it is evil concupiscence. 

But this view of the extent of the divine law 
cannot be admitted by any man living, without a 
consciousness that it brings heme a deep charge 
of guilt upon himself. Many, therefore, try to 
pacify their consciences with a false peace, by 
objecting to so extensive an application of the 
law of Gk)d. They argue : " such mere desires 
and thoughts, and imaginations cannot be con- 
demning sins. Sin is a wilful, actual transgres- 
sion of the law. Though irregular and depraved 
imaginations arise in my heart, yet if they be 
not solicited and encouraged by me, if they are 
excited by temptations which I did not seek, 
and if I do not yield the consent of my will to 
act under their influence, how can I be charge- 
able with sin as a transgressor of God's law ?" 
As I believe many^ by the aid of such plau- 
sible reasonings as these, are enabled to support 
a delusion which will be destructive to their 
souls, by hiding from themselves their true 
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character, and keeping them from seeking 
mercy and grace through Christ Jesus, as sin- 
ners deeply cotTupU and exceedingly guilty y it 
will be necessary to endeavour to expose the 
fallacy, and convince them of their fatal error. 

In the first place, then, it is not true, that we 
are polluted by no inward working of the heart, 
except there be a consent in the will, to commit 
the sin to which such working would lead. 
There may be many reasons, why a person, 
who cherishes sinful thoughts and desires in his 
hearty may refuse the consent of his will to 
fulfil them. A disaffected subject may strongly 
wishevil against the goverament of his sovereign, 
and yet, from various causes, may not give the 
consent of his will, to take up arms in rebellion. 
Still, if his prince could see his heart, he would 
pronounce him a rebel and a traitor. 

2. Allowing the consent of the will to be 
necessary to constitute a sin, what follows? 
Who is innocent? Suppose the will to con- 
sent only so far as to cherish concupiscence in 
the heart, and that it stops there, does not God 
see it as distinctly, and view it with as much 
abhorrence, as a bad outward action ? And who 
will dare to say, that he has never given the 
consent of his will to eritertain irregular desires, 
appetites and passions in his heart ? Who will 
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say, that no unlioly inclination or imagination 
has ever been allowed to rest one moment on 
his mind, but that they have all passed away, 
like the image of a face on a mirror, and left 
no impression behind ? Does not every one 
know and feel, that unlawful desires, corrupt 
affections and vain and sinful thoughts are 
natural to him ; that they are put in motion, 
by every object calculated to excite them, as 
the rays of the sun exhale noxious vapours 
from putrid substances ; and that in times in- 
numerable, instead of being instantly checked 
and mortified, tliey have been courted, cherished 
and enjoyed ? — Such inclinations, so indulged, 
are indisputably sinful in themselves ; and they 
mark the corrupt cliaracter of our natural state 
by the fall This state is called in scripture 
the ** jold manf' which, we are told, shews 
itself to be corrupt by " deceitful lusts." And 
the Apostle reminds his Ephesian converts, that 
they " were once dead in trespasses and sins ;" 
and the proof was, that they " had their conver- 
sation in the lusts of their flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and thereby 
became the children of God's wrath, even as 
others." 

The sinful character of concupiscence or 
inbred corruption, is further proved by the 
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deadly fruits it yields, as St. James has well 
illustrated it. " Every man is tempted when 
he is drawn away of his own lust," or sinful 
desire of any kind, " and enticed." Here is 
the state of a man listening and acceding to the 
voice of depraved desires and affections within 
him ; and mark the consequence : " When lust 
hath concceived," or obtained the concurrence 
of the will, " it bringeth forth," deliberate 
" sin ;" " and sin, when it is finished," by 
actual transgression, " bringeth forth death." — 
Oh, what a legion of evils, crimes and miseries^ 
springs from that species of concupiscence, or 
inordinately covetous desire after earthly things, 
which my text more immediately condemns. 
To that bitter and accursed root we may trace 
the anxiety and fretfulness ; the discontent and 
envy ; the jealousy and hatred, which agitate 
the breasts of the selfish, avaricious, and 
worldly-minded. It is evil concupiscence, which 
usually opens the lips to censure, calumny and 
complaint, or to arrogance and vain-boasting. 
It is this which gives birth to schemes of low 
cunning and imposition ; to cheating and fraud ; 
to oppression and wrong. It was this which 
led Achan to steal the golden wedge, Ahab to 
covet the garden and take the life of Naboth, 
and Judas to sell and betray his Lord. It is 
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this concupiscence, this hard- hearted desire for 
more, to which, as to a parent, we must refer 
all adventures in lotteries, and the various kinds 
of gambling, which prove the ruin of the 
property, peace and. souls of thousands. It is 
this, that has been the moving principle in that 
system of wild speculation in commerce, which 
has contributed to bring the present embarrass- 
ment and distress upon the country. And to 
it are to be ascribed many of the quarrels and 
law-suits, the suicides and the murders, which 
so much abound among us. 

Having shewn what is meant in holy scrip- 
ture by concupiscence, and proved that it is 
highly sinful in itself, and the fruitful parent of 
many of the worst of sins, let us proceed to 
apply the subject each to his own case and 
conscience, so that by the blessing of God's 
Holy Spirit, the self-righteous may be con- 
vinced of sin, and the humble and sincere 
directed and encouraged in the path of life,. 

I would earnestly and affectionately urge a 
serious attention to the demands and applicati<m 
of tills law, upon such of my bearers as have 
not been convinced of their great sinfulness, and 
of their need of a Saviour. Do not, I entreat 
you, my brethren, pass over the real state of 
your hearts, and turn, for a false hope, to the 
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moral character; The tenth commandment, 
you find, bears exclusively on what passes- 
within you. It is a heavenly lamp given you 
for the purpose of exploring the deep recesses 
of the heart, and of discovering the mystery 
of iniquity, which lies concealed there even 
from yourselves. Let me assure you, that 
many of the humblest and holiest of real 
believers in Christ, who are unaffectedly willing* 
to class themselves among the vilest of sinners, 
were, previously to tlieir present views, as correct 
and respectable in their moral conduct as any 
of you can be ; and yet under the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, they have learned and felt 
their true character ' and condition, by the 
knowledge which this commandment has given 
them, of the corruption of their nature, and the 
sins of their heart. Of this truth, the eminent 
Apostle, St. Paul, is a memorable instance. His 
had been a life strictly religious, and uniformly 
moral. " Touching the righteousness** which 
consists in the outward observance of the other 
commandments, " he was blameless ;*' so that 
if there had not been given a law, which applies 
to the desires, affections, and various workings 
of the heart, he might have lived and died a 
stranger to himself, and have perished in his 
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of divine grace, by means of this commandment, 
that he obtained an insight into the extent of 
sin and of his own sinfukiess. ^^ I had not 
known sin," he writer, (that is, I had not per- 
ceived that coiMJupiscence was sin,) "except the 
law had said, thou shdt not covef Here he 
saw what he was in inward pollution and guilt, 
as viewed by a holy, heart-searching Gk)d. 
From that moment, all his self-righteous hopes^ 
are abandoned, and his language is-:: ^Grod fop- 
bid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Ziord Jesus Christ." "This is a Mthful saying 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners^ of whom^ I 
am chief^**^^ 

My brethren, if you would not die under a 
delusion, embrace this method of knowing 
yourselves; If almighty graces by the light 
of this commandment, give" you an adequate 
and impressive sense of the unholiness of your 
affections, and their alienation from God, and 
of all the depraved thoughts, desires^ and tenp. 
pers which you have harboured there, you will 
no longer justify, but abhor yourselves; and 
with a contrite spirit, will thankfully look ta 
to the Lamb of God to wash away your guilt, 
by his precious blood, and by his Spirit ta 
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** create in yott a cTean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within you,"* 

We have now gone through the ten com- 
mandments which compose the unchangeable 
moral law of Jehovah. I have endeavoured to 
lay plainly and faithfully before you the pur- 
port of each, according to the rule of ex]^ 
nation supplied by the rest erf God's inspired 
word. I appeal to the honest judgment of my 
hearers, whether the meaning and b«iring of 
any one commandment have been stretched be* 
yond what is expressly commanded and re* 
quired by other parts of scripture. — ^Then the 
law has been explained just as God means it to 
be understood by us, and in the extent in 
which it will be taken by him on the day of 
judgment. Can it, then, be possible, that any one 
who has attended with seriousness^ honesty and 
application to himself, will ever hereafter think 
of venturing the salvation of his soul, in any 
degree, on his own works and goodness ? Is it 
possible, that any such person is not convinced^ 
that in times beyond number, he ha^^ in 
thought, word or deed, broken every one of 
the ten commandments of the law ? But every 
transgression of the law is sin ; and " the wage9 
of each sin is death.'' If, then, any here present^ 
after being in their own consciences oonvicted 
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of sin, of innumerable sins, espeoiaMy cS sins 
of the heart, are still unhappily determined to 
reast the charge, or to despise the ccMnsequenoes^ 
j^ and will not make the ** law their schoolmaster, 

P to bring ttiem to Christ for mercy and life^ a» 

^ Qod*3 free gift in him, since they obstins^tely act 

Sgainat light and eenviction, when l^ey stand 
efoFe God in judgment, they will be speechless 
and hopeless.T^But I would confidently hc^e 
l^t» things of many among you, even <^ 
i^everal who have not y^t actually fled fbr refuge 
to the hope which the gospel seta before you. 
I rely upon the power of Gk)d*s promised graee^ 
not only tx> ccmvey to your understandings a 
perception erf the depravity of your nature^ 
and of the sinfulness of your lives, but to 
impress it powerfully on your hearts. To such 
of you, the tidings of the gospel will be sweet 
and reviving. For you ** there is mercy and 
plenteous redemption," through the blood of 
Jesus. " Christ is the end of the law fbr righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth/* Flee then, by 
faith, each alarmed and self-condemned sinner, 
flee from the thunderings of Sinai to the cross 
on Calvary. Look up to Christ, bearing your 
sins in his own body on the tree, and redeem- 
ing you from the curse of the law. Thus wiH 
all your sins be forgiven; God will become 
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power to condemn you ; and peace, and grace, 
and glory will be your happy portion, as the 
redeemed of ihe Lord ; the adopted children 
of the living God- 
Lastly, do we make void the law Jto them 
who, by •believing in Jesus, are no longer under 
it as a cov«mnt, but under grace ? God forbid. 
The law is holy, just and good, and all the 
4ruly regenerate children of God delight in it, 
^er the inward man,and, longing after holiness, 
make it a light to their feet, and a . lamp to 
their path. Every christian, who is acquainted 
with his own character, and with the extent 
and spirituality of the law, is deeply sensible 
of his many remaining defects and corruptions, 
especially in the ajffections and dis^sitions of 
his mind ; for he endeavours to mak« the law 
the rule of his Ufe, and faithfully employs it as 
the standard by which he estimates his evi- 
dencesi, amd decides upon his state. Feeling, 
then, the littleness of our stature in grace and 
holiness, let us ever be reaching f(»-wards after 
^ nearer conformity to the holy law and will of 
God. And while we place all .our hopes for 
acceptanoe with God on the merits and 
mediation of his dear Son, let us with ^on- 
i^Qientiqus fidelity bring, not only our words 
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Bnd actions, but also our prindples^ tlioughts, 
affections, tempers, motives and desires to the 
law, as the only test of character. Let us rest 
in no attainments which we may have beea 
enabled to make, but let us ever press after the 
yet far distant heights of perfect holiness. And 
let 4is continually beseech Almighty God, not 
only to have mercy upon us, for his dear Son's 
sake, but also to write all these his holy law:s 
more deeply in our hearts. Thus shall we make 
our calling ^nd diection more and more sure to 
ourselves, and better adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour ; and, when he appears, shall have 
an abundant entrance administered unto us, 
into his everlasting kingdom, for the sake of 
his merits. 
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